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Emperor's Aria I'm eager as always 103
Finale & Danse Macabre You demanded your resurrection 106
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Earthlings' Farewell We hoped for eternity 148
Recitative In truth, it's doubtful 153
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The composer acknowledges the work of Christopher Marlowe, Russell Hoban and Dennis Potter
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All in the Mind...

is a cautionary tale in which our past, present and future is all mixed up.
It takes its cue from the legend of Doctor Faustus - and several
contemporary issues.

The action is set in the future on a planet called The White Moon where a
company called Clever Clones makes human beings to order;, it has also
made an artificial Brain capable of great thoughts. When the company runs
into trouble, the Emperor, Mighty Rich, and his Ministers produce computer
files of thoughts, memories and dreams saved by people long ago, which the
company’s Scientists implant into new clones. By this means, some
Earthlings from an earlier age - our own, perhaps - are reincarnated. Amidst
general rejoicing at having created eternal life, the company’s fortunes soar,
but the Brain, who has been consulted from time to time, suggests the
Scientists must go on a journey to discover the nature of right and wrong.

The Earthlings encounter the Emperor again at a party in the Black Hole
where Nic Night, a prisoner, sings about imminent oblivion. The Earthlings
fondly remember their previous life on Earth but, when they express a desire
to return there, find they are trapped. The Emperor reveals his intention to
take their souls into the next world and summons up the forces of infinite
gravity to finish them off. When the Scientists enter, still searching for
answers to their questions, they discover the Earthlings have perished;
however, they find Nic Night whom they release and lead away.

Back on the Moon, the Earthlings awake from what they think has been a
terrible nightmare; the Emperor arrives to take charge and a battle of wits
ensues. Suddenly the Scientists appear with Nic Night: it turns out he is the
rightful king of the Moon who was deposed long ago and sent into exile. So
was the Black Hole real after all? Or have dreams invaded the conscious
world?

Nic suggests the people should decide who will be their leader — under him
life will be more fun, but less certain. In the face of threats from the Emperor,
the people reject this idea, but when the Earthlings depart for home - and
mortality - the people choose Nic. The Brain, who by now has worked out the
difference between good and evil, laments its inability to join the human
race; it will continue to do the thinking — while, under their singing King, the
rest can make music.

Duration: about 70 minutes

Prologue: The Museum of Ancient Science
Scene One: The Laboratory of Clever Clones
Interlude: A Wasteland

Scene Two: The Black Hole

Scene Three: The Laboratory of Clever Clones
Epilogue: The Museum of Ancient Science



Characters
The Brain

Employees of Clever Clones:
Dr Neuron, Chief Scientist
Scientists

Telepathists

Bureaucrats

Engineers

Clones, newly manufactured

The Court:

Mighty Rich, the Emperor (Empress) of The White Moon
Ministers at the Ministry of Thought

Courtiers

Guards

Ancient Earthlings, resurrected from the Past
Press Corps

In the Black Hole:

Bouncers

Nic Night, a prisoner

Waitresses

Partygoers: witches, demons, fiends, and monsters of many kinds

Celestial Voice(s ) off-stage

Instrumentation

Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bass clarinet & Eb clarinet)
Organ and/or Synthesiser 1 (also plays piano duet)
Harpsichord and/or Synthesiser 2 (7 octave range)
Piano
Percussion (one player) vibraphone (3 octaves)
marimba (4 octaves)
set of 6 roto-toms (or a range of drums and toms),
snare drum, bass drum,
pair of hand drums (tabla or congas)
two deep gongs
tam-tam
triangle, suspended cymbal,
marktree (wind chimes)
5 temple blocks

3 Flutes off-stage
Tenor drum on-stage

When electronic instruments are used, synthesiser 1 may play a variety of w
sounds, and synthesiser 2 a variety of plucked string sounds.

Not withstanding the use of copious courtesy accidentals, the normal rule of musical notation
applies - that an accidental applies only to the whole bar in which it occurs.
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cene One
Some time earlier. In a laboratory, the Chief Scientist of Clever Clones is examining test tubes containing
solutions of "knowledge’. In other corners of the lab are Engineers gathered around a large incubator which
produces human clones, and Telepathists taking calls from customers and the press. They are watched over by
the Bureaucrats. In the centre is a giant artificial Brain which the Scientists are attending to.
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Scientists (Activating the Brain)
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into the Black Hole
As the Earthlings march, the stage is transformed into the interior of a Black Hole
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which is filled with devils, witches, fiends, sprites, monsters and mythological creatures
White Moon were attending a grotesque masquerade.
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WOZE.' the Emperor greets the Earthlings as they enter. Waitresses in attendance.
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. . (Coming forward;
Nic Night he is in chains.)
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EMPEROR
That was our very own — the once and lonely - Nic Night, with his particular brand of the musical Dark Waves!
King of the Has-beens! Thanks, Nic!

PARTYGOERS (shouting)
What about the Earthlings? Let them do a turn!
Give us a song!

EARTHLINGS
But what can we sing about?

PARTYGOERS
Tell us about yourselves.
We want to hear what life was like on Earth!
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