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(MARDION gives her the papyrus)
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(they loosen her hair—it falls in a dark cloud to her feet,
shielding her almost as a cloak
CLEOPATRA d cloak.)
(Une esclave dénoue les cheveuxde CLEOPATRE. Ils se répandent
Andante. P en une cascade noire jusqu'a ses pieds,la recouvrant comme d’un mantean.) _
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at the shoulder by a single jewelled clasp. She descends the steps of the
bath with four slave girls who shield her from the stolid gaze of the eunuchs
with uplifted gauzes of turquoise banded with gold.)

une agrafe tncrustée de pierres précieuses, elle descend les marches du bassin
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(CLEOPATRA utters a plercmg scream and wraps herself in the gauzes held by the’ glrls as a man staggers up,

gaspmg and glistening, through the bath.)

' (CLEOPATRE pousse un cri aigu et s'enveloppe dans les écharpes de gage soutenues pur les esclaves au moment ou un
homme haletant et ruisselant se jette en chancelant hors de Veaw du bain.)

Allegro con fuoco
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(Babel ensues.

places the papyrus in CLEOPATRA’S hand.)

(Un bruit confus de voix sensuit.

The Eunuchs leap forward, lances aimed, prepared stolidly to kill.

Les eunuques accourent la lance au poing.
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(The Eunuchs cast MEIAMOUN at her feet— he does not cringe in fear.)
(Les Eunuques Jettent MEIAMOUN aux. pieds de la Reine; Il ne montre nulle.crainte devantelle.)
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(METAMOUN is silent.)

(MEIAMOUN garde le silence.)
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(MEIAMOUN rises to his féet with dignity.) 53

‘(MEIAMOUN se léve avec dignité.) MEIAMOUN '
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(Covering his face with his hands.)

CLEOPATRA

{drawing his hands down.)

(Il se couvre le visage des mains.) (saisissant les mains de MEIAMOUN Lut
g . découvre le visage quelle [zxe des yeux.)
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(MARDION gives him a dagger.)

(MARDION lui donne un poignard.)
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CLEOPATRA strides up to her.)
(CLEOPATRE frappe trois fois des mains, indigue MARDION que les Eunuques saisissent. )

(CLEOPATRA claps her hands three times, points to MARDION. The Eunuchs seize her.
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