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The P R E F A C E.

U ST CK having been carried within thefe few
Years to fuch a Height of Perfection by the ex-
traordinary Incouragement it has met with in
| this Kingdom, it required no fmall Degree of
Refolution to publith this Sett of Hymus and
‘Pfalms : {ince I could not but forefee, that fuch
an Undertaking muft needs {cem a {brange Pre-

fumption, and confequently be liable to the unmerciful Criticifins
of {everal, whofe Bulinefs it 1s to diftinguith themfelves in this

delightful Art.

Although betore I had any Thoughts of publithing thefc
Effays, they had been peruied and approved by the moit Judicious,
yet I thould never have had the Boldnefs to bring them to Light,
had not {fome Worthy Friends perfuaded me, that fuch a Work
would recommend 1t {elf by the Exceliency of the Words, as well
as thewr Adaption to Mufick, which, I hope, hath fomething

new 1n 1ts Kind.

I forbear faying any thing more for my {felf, left 1 fhould tire
the Reader with too prolix an Apology, whofe Patience 1 muit beg
to perufe the following Abftract of onc of the Spetators, written
by Mr. Addifon, Vol.VI. N° go05. which, I humbly pretume, will

not be unacceptable.

I could heartily wifb there was the fame Application and Endeavour s
to cultivate and improve our Church-Mufick, as have been lately beftoro-
ed on that of the Stage. Qur Compofers have one very great Iucite-
ment to it : They are fure to meet with Excellent Words, and at the
Jame time a wonderful Variety of them. There ts no Paffon that is
not finely expreffed in thofe parts of the infpir’d Writing, which are

proper for ‘Divine Songs and Anthems.
A There
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There is a certan Coldnefs and Indifference in the Phrafes of our
European Languages, when they are compared with the Oriental Forms
of Speech : and it happens very luckily, that the Hebrew Idioms run
into the Enghith Tongue with a particular Grace and Beauty. QOur
Language has recerved tnnumerable Elegancies and Improvements, from
that Infufion of Hebraifms, wbhich are derived to 1t out of the Po-
etical ‘Paffages in Holy Wrat.  They give a Force and Fuergy to our
Expreffions, warm and anzmate owr Language, and convey our T houghts
in more ardent and ntenfe Phrafes, than any that arve to be met with
n oy own Tongue.  There is fomething fo pathetick in this kind of
‘Diclion, that it often fets the Mind in a Flame, and makes our Hearts
burn within us.  fHow cold and dead does a Prayer appear, that is com-
pofed in the moft Elegant and Polite Forms of Speech, which are natu-
ral to our Tongue, when it 15 not heightened by that Solemnity of Phrafe,
which may be drawn from the Sacred Writings ¢ It has been faid by
Jome of the Anctents, that zf the Gods were to talk with Men, they
would certazily fpeak n Plato’s Style ; but I think we may fay, with
Fuftice, that when Movtals converfe with thewr Creator, they cannot do
it in fo proper a Style, as in that of the Holy Screptures.

If any one would judge of the Beauties of Poetry, that are to be
el with in the Divine Writings, and examine how kindly the Hebrew
Manners of Speech mex and wncorporate with the Enghith Language,
after having perufed the Book of Plalms, let hbin read a literal
Lranflation of Horace and Pindar. He will find in thefe two
laft fuch an Abfurdity, and Confufion of Style, with fuch a compa-
rative Poverty of Imagination, as will make bhum very Jfenfible of
what I have been here advancing.

Swce we have thevefore fuch a I'veafury of Words, [o beautiful in
themfelves, and fo proper for the Awrs of Mufuck, I cannot but wonder
that Per fons of Diftinition fbould grve fo little Attention and Encourage-
ment to that kind of Mufick, which would bave its Foundation in Rea-
Jon, and which would improve our Virtue n proportzon as it raifes our
‘Delight.  The Paffions that are excited by ovdmary Compofitions, ge-
nerally flow from fuch filly and abfurdOccafons, that a Man 15 afbam’d
to veflect upon them ferionfly: But the Fear, the Love, the Sorrow, the
fudignation that are awaken'd in the Mind by Hymns and Anthems, make
the Heart better, and proceed from fuch Canfes as are altogether rea-
Jonable and pratfe-worthy.  Pleafure and Duty go bhand tn hand ; and
the greater ouy Satisfalleon is, the greater is our Religion,

Mufick,
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Mufick, when thus applied, raifes noble Hints in the Mind of the
Hearer, and fills it with great Conceptions. It flrengthens ‘Dewvotion,
and advances Praife into Rapture. It lengthens out every A& of VW or-
Ship, and produces more lafting and permanent Impreffions in the Mind,
than thofe which accompany any tranfient Forms of Words, that are
utteved tn the ordiary Method of Religious I or Jbip.

From thefe judicious Refle¢tions, the Reader will eafily difcern,
we have hitherto been wanting in one of the moft ufeful Branches
of Divine Harmony: Not but many excellent Anthems have been
compofed by the cclebrated Mafters 1n this Kingdom ; yet as they
are defigned for the Church, and confecrated to Publick Worthip,
{o confequently cannot be perform’d but by manyVoices and Hands,
and are therefore the lefs fit for private Ule and Devotion, which
15 the chief End I had 1n view in this Undertaking. It muit be
remarked too, that they confift commonly of few and {olemn
Words in Profe, to give an Opportunity to the Compofer to du-
play his Skill in contriving Fugues, as well as Modulation and Har-
mony; but 1t will appear to any one that cafts his Eye upon this
Collection of Hymns and Pfalms, that they are peculiarly fuited to
the prefent State of the Chriftian Church upon moft Occafions; their
Performance render’d agreeable to private Entertainment and {pi-
ritual Recreation ; and the Songs {o contrived as not to tire the
Voice, tho’ an entire Plalm and Hymn are {fung together; forwhich
purpofe 1 have obferved a Medium between the flow Church-T unes,
and the airy Stage-Songs, and contrived after cevery Verle fome
Reft for the Singer by the clofing Bafes ; having befides intro-
duced great Variety of Movements, according to the Subjelt-
Matter of cach Pfalm or Hymn.

And here Icannot help making {fome additional Remarks to what
Mr. Addifon in the above-quoted Spectator {fo juftly iets forth 1n
Praife of the FEunglifb Language, finceI don’t know any of the mo-
dern that can come up to it, when properly ufed in Plalmody, with
Refpedt to its Strength and Concifenefs, which is the peculiar Idiom
of Holy Writ, efpecially in the Old Teftament. Fiat Luvx, & fafla
oft : Sum qur Sum, and a thoufand other Paffages to be found in the
Sacred Poetical Books, as well as the Prophets, are fo many Inftan-
ces, not to be parallell’d in any prophane Author.

Perbaps our Tongue, fays Dr. Feltonin his learned Dillertation of
reading the Claflicks, 25 not fo Mufical to the Ear, nor fo abundant ir
Words; but its Strength is veal, and its Words therefore the more ex-

preffive.
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preffrve.  The peculiar Character of our Language is, that it is clofe,
compalt and full ; that our Writings come nearefl to what Tully means
by bis Prefla Oratio. They are all Weight and Subftance, good Mea-
Jure pre[led together, vunning over in a Redundancy of Seunfe, and
not of Words. _And therefore the Purity of owr Language confifts in
preferving this Charaller, an writzng with Englhith Strength and Spirit.
Let us not envy others, that they are more foft, diffufed and varefied; be
2t ouy Commendation to write as we pay, wn true Sterlmg, &c.

Erom this ju{t Character Dr. Felton gives of the Engli/b Tongue,
1t 1s natural to conclude, that {eeing no other Language can rival
the Englzfb 1n 1ts Strength, Comprehenfion and Shortnefs, whether
i publick or private Forms of Speech, all thefe Advantages muft
thine far brighter in Divine Oratory, and efpecially in Sacred Poe-
ctry, when judiciouily inforced by Harmony, becaufe the Words
and Sentiments going clofe with the Notes, and keeping Time
together, fuch combined Harmony cannot but ftrike power-
tully the Far, improve the Mind, enflame the Heart, and delight-

fully captivatc—: the Hearer.

But, I am atraid, the Effects Divine Mufick thould have upon the
Mind and Heart, are interrupted, if not quite loft, when the Com-
poler, for the {ake of his Airs, fo ingrofles the Ear with plealing
Sounds, as to take off the Mind from attending the Beauty and Con-
text of the Words, thereby deftroying one of the nobleft Advanta-
ges of Divine Harmony.  This muft needs happen by dwelling too
long upon the faine Expreflion; by running long Divifions upon
one Syllable or Word ; and dallying thus with the Senfe of the
Author, to improve the Sounds of Mufick.

It 1s a common Obfervation, that a Man muft exert all his Fa-
culties to fay a Prayer fervently without being interrupted by a
wandering Thought ; but how much more difticult muft fuch an
Attention prove, when Prayers and Praifes proceed from a Soul
raptured with Harmony ? This undoubtedly prompted St. Augu/-
trn to fay, that he was often afraid to commit a Sin, in taking too
much Delight in finging Pfalms and Hymns ; the prevailing Sweet-
nels of Mulick diverting his Mind from the Subject of his Devotion.

Thefe Inconveniences are moft confpicuous in Divine Mufick,
compofed mn Languages derived from the Latin, and particularly
in the ftalian and Spanifh, which abounding in Polyfyllables and
cxtenfive Words, trouble the Ear with Multiplicity of Sounds, be-
fore any Idea of theirMeaning can be imprefled on the Mind. But
the
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the Englif/b Language, befides the moft fignificant Words borrow-
ed from the Latin, Greek, &°c. and often fhortened, hath a vaft
Stock of its own, and, being for the molt part Mouofyl-
lables, no Speech 1s capable of exprefling Thought 1n Sounds fo
few as the Englefn does: This 1s ealily obferved by the Tranfla-

tions of the Eunglifb 1nto Foreign languages.

The Strength and Concifenels that Adong/[yllables (cfpecially in
Verbs) produce, are of wonderful Ufe in Lyrick Poetry, Dbe-
caufe they enter into any Foot or Meafure of Verfes, by different
Tranipofitions ; {o that I dare venture to aflert, there is no fraliar
or Foreign Song, which Englifb Words will not {uit, the Variety
of Feet and Metres producing equal Variety of Mood and Move-
ments 1n Compofition. The Want of this 1s what makes the
French Vocal Mufick {o confined and uniform ; for 1 cannot recol-
leCt above two of their Verbs in ufe, in the Infinitive Mood, that
are Monofyllables, and not one exact Daclyle 1n all their Poly{yl-
lables. 1t muit be obferved alfo, that it 1s a Maxim with them,
and a very good one, to keep ftrictly to the Senfe of the natu-
ral Expreflion of theWords, which cannot be tranfpofed and play-
ed with, as in the ftalzan Language. And tho’ the latter falls thort
of the French in Monofyllables, the Texture and Compofition of
the ftalzan 1s {fo advantageous to Mufick, and agreeable to the Ear,
that no wonder they are {o taking, tho’ chiefly with thofe indeed,
who find 1t 1mpoflible, at the fame Inftant, equally to divide their
Attention between Senfe IntelleCtual and Harmonical.

All other Tongues and Languages, the Hebrew perhaps except-
ed, have undergone a great many Changes before they were po-
lifh’d and brought to a Standard. But the Jialian in its very In-
tancy was carried to fuch Perfection, that thofe who have at-
tempted ever {ince to improve and refine it, have been exploded
and fent back to Petrarcha and his Contemporaries, to learn how
to write good Italian. '

Amongft the Accounts to be given for fuch a fudden Growth
of this Mufical Language, one may venture the following: When
polite Literature, Arts and Sciences were firlt reftored in Iraly,
the moft eminent Men in Learning finding their ancient Mother-
longue the Latin, {o much difgraced and corrupted by the fuccef-
five Inundations of Oftro-Goths, Hunns, and Loungobards, bethought
themielves of fixing the Language of their Country upon its Ori-
gimal Foundation by difcarding moftof the Exotick Words, and in
new-modelling the Latin agreeable to the Nature of the Dialeck

B which
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which had moft prevailed among the Natives. This being foon’
incouraged, and afterwards performed by Societies and Aca-
demies ereCted for that Purpofe, it was no dithcult Matter to
introduce that Mufical Oftspring of the Latin Tongue within a
{mall Compafs of Time, the rather becauie the Language proved
caly, pleafing, and withal copious, being formed out of the

moft elegant of the Learned Tongues, enriched alfo with ftore
of Gallick Terms and Phrafes.

But whether it was with an Eye to Mufick, which was immedi-
ately revived in Jraly with other Arts and Sciences, or in order to
conform to the habitual Pronunciation and Dialeét then 1n ufe; I
fay, however it was, ’tis plain they foftned and weakned fo much
the Latin Terms by retrenching the Confonants, the very Si-
news and Nerves of Words, whofe {trong and harmonious Mix-
ture with Vowels (which the Hebrews will not allow to be Let-
ters) makes the LatinTongue {found {o Majeftically, that their Lan-
guage proved indeed {foft and harmonious, yet at the lame time
too delicate to diftinguith it {felf upon other Subjets, but on thofe
of tender and moving Paflions; for which Reafon 1t hath ever been
called Lingua &’ Amove, Love’s Language. 1 ipeak here with refpect
to the Texture of their Words, whofe Redundancy of Vowels
intermixed with the fofteft of Confonants, muit needs produce
W ords agreeably fonorous. Butwhether that very Language, when
adapted to grave Subjecls, makes a proportioned Impreflion either
upon the Mind or the Ear, I refer it to the impartial Judgment of
thofe who are able to compare the boafted Poem of their Epick
Author T'affo with that of Mzlton. However, I take 1t for granted,
that it 1s one of the greateft Beauties of Language, when the very
Sound of its Words exprefles 1n a great Meafure their Signification.
To luftrate this by an Example: The moft awful Sound in Nature
is called by the Latins TONITRU, in Englifb THUN DE R;
Sounds which exprefs in a manner the very Thing : But the ftali-
ans have thought fit to foften the Latin Word, by ftripping it of

its Confonants, and calling t 77U ON O.

Thus they have dealt with many of the grave-ton'd Latzr'Words ;
but not contented to rarefy thus entire Syllables, and often {fubfti-
tute fofter Letters, they have caftrated moft of the Latzn’ T erminations
which end 1n Confonants, and produce that noble Variety of final
Sounds ; and by fo doing have reduced their own Terminations to
fuch a narrow Compafs, that turning only upon five Vowels (few
of their Particles excepted) they muft continually beware of falling
into Rhime when they fpeak or write in Profe, or at leaft into end-

Ing
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ing many Words together with the fame Vowel ; This fort of
Monotony even the moft famous amongft their Authors could not
always avoid, as it will appear by fome Paflages taken from

the celebrated Guarznz’s ‘Paftor Fido. In the fourth A¢, Scene
the third, the Reader will find thefe Lines.

Veramente potvaffi

Con gran Ragione havere

Dogi’ altra Donna U Honnefta fofpetta,
Se difbonefta P Honnefta fi trova.

In the fame Scene the following Lines are to be read:

Ma n quel medefino Punto
Che drizzd Funo il colpo,
S’arretrd Paltro, o foffe cafo, o foffe

Aunvertimento accorto.

I could fill whole Pages with {fuch final Monotonies of the ftalians
thro’ all their Vowels, except the Vowel # ; there being not above
fix or eight Words ending 1n that Vowel, which makes the Variety
of their Terminations ftill more {canty, and would be almoft 1n-
fupportable, were 1t not for the Elfions and their often fup-

prefling the Vowel at the End of their Words.

Now the better to thew the vaft Difference in the Latin Termi-
nations, there needs but this Inftance 1n the two firft Verfes of

Virgil’s Poem.

Arma viramque cano, Troje qui primus ab oris
Italiam, fato profugus, Lavinaque listora venit. |

Here we {ee the five Vowels at once difplayed at the End of the firft
hive Words, and the following Terminations all of a different Kind.

This noble Mixture and Variety of final Sounds 1s not lefs con-
{picuous 1n all the learned Tongues. And amongft the modern
Languages the Fnglzfb 1s particularly remarkable for the wonderful
Variety of itsTerminations: 'Tho’ for the Mufick and the Voice
fake 1t were to be wifhed it abounded more 1n Words terminating
in open and harmonious Vowels,

On the other hand, as it were to emafculate {till more the com-
pacted Strength of the Latin, the Italians have lengthen’d out abun-
dance of their Words by additional Syllables; as for Inftance,
out of the Latin Adverb Humillime, in Englifb Moft Humbly, they

have fpun a Word of no lefs than feven Syllables, Hu-mi-liffr-
_ ma-men-te,
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ma-men-te, the Sound of which can hardly convey an Idea of

Humility to the Ears of thofe who are unacquaimnted with the
Genius of the Italian 1.anguage.

As to the Spanifb Tongue, it will be obvious to any Hearer or
Performer of their Songs, that the Sound of their Words falls
abundantly fhort ot the fialzan as to Harmony, becaufe they
abound in Dental and Guttural Letters, fo offenfive to a Mulfi-
cal Ear; and that many of them are of a great Extent, and gene-
rally framed agrecable to the Gravity of their Manners, which
proceeding from the ftrong Mixture of Confonants with open
Vowels, makes indeed their Speeches {found Grave and Majefti-

cal, far beyond the fralian.

If I have ingaged fo far in this Digreflion, 1t hath been with a
View to draw a julter Parallel between the Eugli/b and Italzan 1 .an-
cuage in Relation to the two chief Branches of Mulick, and to thew
that tho’ the latter. has confiderable Advantages over the former,
with refpet to Stage-Mulick and Cantatas, yet the Fngl:/b hath
orcater as to Grave and Divine Mufick, not only on Account of
the Strength and Significancy of Words, tho’ not {fo complicated as
thofe of the [talian, but alfo becaufe the Englifb Standard of Wri-
ting is clear and fuccindt, natural and {trong, and withal bright
and pathetical when upon Grave and Divine Subjelts; their
Words and Expreflions bearing up to the Dignity of the fublimeft

Themes, like thofe of Holy Writ.

This leads me naturally to inquire into the Poetry of the He-
breaws, in order to draw from thence fome Conjectures with Rela-
tion to their Mulick, of which we have not the leaft Traét. To this
purpofe I have judged it proper to fet down here what the learned
Linguidt Mattheus Martinius {ays of Hebrew Poetry, m his Philo-
logical Dictionary, which is as follows:

Poctict libri in facris litteves dicuntur a quibufdam bz quingue, fobi,
Plalmz, Proverbia, Ecclefiaftes, Canticum Canticornm.  Poefis autem
nomen bic latius fumitur, non pro Oratione Numerofa, qualis eft Latinis
& Giracrs, in quibus, quod vocibus abundent longarum & brevium [ylla-
bayum varietate confltantibus, & quod magna libertate utantur in tyanf-
ponendss voctbus, diverfa Metra locum habent. At Hebrea lingua ple-
vafque omnes [Yllabas longas habet, ut ne unvm quidem hexametvum vey-
Sum tn ed condere poffis, fed tantum jambica qualitercunque, nec ita libere
ordriem verborum tranfponit. [t tamen in ea lingua quoque Poefis fub-
limitate flili & membris ovationis jucunde temperatis, fed citra pedum

menfuras :
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menfuras : Quare miror, cur Hieronymus, prologo primo infobam, me-
tricum in eo fermonem dicat.

Rythmus quidem in omnibus lingurs locum habere poteft ; fed ueque
ulla  pars Scripture vythmice eft confcripta. St Poefin laxo fenfu
dicamus orationem, que f[tilo eft pathetico, qualis poeticus, etfi non
numerofo, plurimum etiam propheticas conciones, & maxime threnos
Feremie, ad poetica Scripta revocabimus.

EFrom thefe Obfervations, any one skilled mn Poetry and Mufick
may eafily infer, that their Tongue was not at all tramed for that
Variety of Tunes and Movements, which modern Languages ad-
mit; befides, that their Tongue abounds in Guttural and Dental
Letters. So that we may venture to fay that their Mufick, 1n its
feveral Branches, has not been comparable to ours, at leaft with
relation to its Extent and Variety: tho” we cannot point out what
{fort of Modulation and Tunes they ufed in {inging their Pfalms

and Hymns. From the vaft Quantity of their long Syllables, and
the want of fixing their Metres, ’tis to be prefumed their Pfal-

mody was fometimes Grave and {fometimes Lofty, but always So-
lemn. Or to indulge more my Conjectures, a kind of Recitativa

(though quite different from the ftalzan ) intermixed with Chorus,
as any one may read Verfes defigned for that Purpole in the Pfalms
LXXX. CVIL and CXXXVI. which Chorus was alfo made ufe
of by the Greeks 1n their Tragedies. The Romans called fuch

Verfles Intercalares of which we have a Specimen 1n the Fzghth
Eclogue of Virgil,

I am the more confirmed 1n my Conjecture, that the Hebrews
very often imployed the Recitatzvo Style, efpecially 1mn Singing
Hiftorical Pfalims, becaufe in folemn Worthip many were {fung to-
ogether. And the fifteen Gradual Plalms from the CXVIII™ to the
CXXXIII (fo called, becaufe they were to be fung on the fifteen
Degrees or Steps 1n Solomon’s Temple) are with me a {trong Argu-
ment their Mood, few of them excepted, was Alegro, and muikt
needs be almoft oppofite to our flow and regular Church-Tunes,

confidering the Extent of the CXIX™ Plalm.

By what I have faid above in Commendation of the Italzan Lan-
guage, as to the Harmony of their Words, I would not be under-
ftood to have refleCted upon the Englifb, which neither wants

Smoothnefs nor Harmony upon proper Subjets ; nay, even 1n
Words the moft Grave and Pathetical ; as will fully appear

throughout the incomparable Hymns and Pfalms tranflated by

C Mr.
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Mr. Addifon and Sir Fobn Deunbam, which 1 have fet to Mulfick..
1 need but mention the Name of the firft to endear the Words to
the Reader. And to convince thofe who perhaps are not {o well
acquainted with the inimitable Tranflation of the Pfalms done by

the latter, I mult once more beg leave to let down the judicious
Charaéter Dr. Felton gives this Divine Poet.

I canunot help inferting into the Body of this Book, that Charaéler
which [ think Str ]Ohl'l Denham ﬁ blghb dé_'ﬁ:’jf"aetk, fOT his excel-
lent Verfion of the Pfalms: They are fo admivable in our old Profe
Tranflation, that I defpaired of ever feeing them equall’d in Verfe;
But Sir John, by a noble Stmplicity of Style, by aClearnefs and Eafr-
nefs of Expreffion, by an Exallnefs and Harmony of Numbers, bath
made them [o delightful to the Far, and fo pleafing to the Reader, that,
as a meer poetical Work, it muft be vead «with all the Satisfaltion
which Pieces perfet wn thewr Kind can grve us. But this 15 vaftly
raifed, when we confider the Subjelt-Matter various as the feveral
Occafions, and devout Paffions of the Ffalmifts, ard obferve the Ty an/-
lator varying bis Style, and every where forming bimfelf to the Spirit
of the Original, fometimes in humble Acknowledgments of a repenting
Sinner, [ometimes tn the chearful Voice of Praife and T hankfziving:
In fome Pfalms delrvering "Divine Precepts, with all Plainnefs
Simplicity and Majefly of Verfe, in others celebrating the Goodnefs
and Providence of God throughout the World: In fome recounting
the ereat Things God has done for bis People in an biftorical, but a
great and folemn Narration of the W onders, the Merczes, and De-
liverances wvouchfafed unto them: In others difplayeng the Works of
the Creaiton, the Might and Muajefty of the Creator, his W ifdom,
Fuftice, and Goodnefs in the fublimeft Strains, above the Reach of all
mortal Eloguence.  T'he ‘Dignity of the Original ts duly vegarded in
all the Parts of bis Tranflation, and the Divine Spirit 25 beft pre-
ferved in being the leaft mixed with any Human Conceits. In bis
other Pieces this Honourable Bard vofe above moft others, in an Age
that moft abounded with good Poets; but much more in this Tranflation,
by which he hath not only raifed his Fame, but Himfelf, to Heavesn.

Before T conclude, I cannot help giving {fome Hints upon the
Motives, as well as Difliculties of this Undertaking. When I con-
fidered on the one hand the nice Tafte the politer Part of this
Nation has acquired in Mufick, almoft equal to that 1t has many
Ycars been entitled to beyond any Nation i Poetry ; and that
on the other hand the fineft Compofitions of Mufick have been
often beftowed upon light, frothy, and wanton Words ; I thought

1t
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it worth endeavouring to render Mufick not lefs delightful on

Subjeéts ferious, folid, and Divine. a

As the Pfalms and Hymns 1 have worked upon contain many
Verfes, I lay under no {mall Conftraint to fuit the Notes to the
Words of the firft Verfe, 1o that they might as well, or at leaft
tolerably agree with the Words under the fame Notes i the other
Verfes. “Tis true, the CXVII" Pfalm only having but one Verfe,

gave me fome Liberty to compofe it atter the lralian Manner.

Perhaps fome will except againit feveral Strains, as being, in
their Opinion, too cheartul and {prightly ; but 1 confidered the
Subject Matter of thofe Airs which runs upon Praifes and T hank{-
giving, not inconfiftent with chearful Tunes; and that they

5 .
fet off the better thofe grave and {olemn ones, which I have

applied to Penitentials, &c.

To conclude ; the whoie Work 1s defigned for an Entertain-
ment, and Relaxation of the Mind in private: Not but that thele
Pfalms and Hymns may be alfo performed in a kind of Confort

with feveral Inftruments ; for which Purpofe the Parts of the &:-
tornello’s are engraved both in the Score and by themfelves, for
the Conveniency of thofe who would have them performed with
Violins and other Inftruments, Care being likewile taken to trani-
pofe them exaltly for the Flute, to fave thofe the Trouble who

would play them upon that Inftrument.

In fhort, I have fpared neither Labour nor Expence to prefent
this Work 1n the Drefs 1t appears 1n, defigning the better to re-
commend 1t to thofe who feel the Pleafure of Divine Harmony.
If 1 fail in my Expeation, 1 hope my Intention will not be mif-
conftrued ; at leaft, fo far as 1t centers in the Glory of God, and
tends to habituate the Soul to Sacred Mulick, which muit be part

of 1ts Angelical Emplovment in a Future State.




prefented unto Us, that he hath with great Labour and Expence preparcd tor the Prefs,

a Book, entitled, Afelopera Sacra: or, A4 Colletion of PSALMS, HYMNS, &c. By
Myr. Addifon, Sir John Denham, &c. fet to Mufick in a new Method: To be printed and publithed
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Licenfe, for the fole Printing and Publifhing thereof; for the Term of Fourteen Yewrs. We being
willing to give all due Encouragement to Works of this nature, are gracioufly pleafed to condctcend
to his Requeft : And we do therefore, by thele Prefents, fo far as may be agrceable to the Statute, in
that behalt made and provided, grant unto him the faid ANpRrReEW Row~neRr, his Executors, Ad-
miniftrators and Affigns, Our Licenfe for the [ole Printing and Publithing the {faid Work, for the
Term of Fourteen Years, to be computed from the Date hereof; {triétly forbidding all Our Subjcéts
within Our Kingdoms and Dominions, to reprint or abridge the fame, cither in the like, or any
other Volume, or Volumes whatfoever ; or to import, buy, vend, utter or diftribute any Copies
thercof, reprinted, beyond the Seas, during the atorefaid Term of Fourteen Years, without the Con-
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WHER EAS Our Trufty and Well-beloved ANDrREW RoNER, Gent. has humbly re-

by His Majefty’s Command,

ToOwNSHEND.

A TABLE of the Psarms and Hymns, contained in this Firft

Volume.

A'Y O's Soliloguy e e e Pagc 1

When rifing from the Bed of Dearth e — e {
ho to God’s facred Place vefort e —— ———e e 5
Though I on God alone vely e S Smemaneers e 12
Out of the Deep, 2o Thee I cry . et e —— oy
Blefi is the Man who never treads — ommae e e  ———— —— 16
The Lord is waited on with Praife et e e 20
'Tis good onr Thanks to God to bring e —— S e 2
O Lord, thy Excellence is knowns  —— trmtees s oo e zﬁ
O Lord my Gody, my Song’s to thee A et e 32
That Man is bleft that fears the Lord e s —_—— 36
The Spacions Firmament on bich — ot et —— 40
My Souly thy Great Greator praife | asatem— — 4de

Note, The introducing Bafcs of the following Songs, arc to be play’d but once, vz, before the
firft Verle of every Plalm, or Hymn.
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A HY M N.
The Words by Mr. 4 D DI § O N.

1
HEN rifing from the Bed of Death,
O’erwhelm’d with Guilt and Fear,
I fece my Maker Face to Face,
O how fhall I appear!

11
If yet, while Pardon may be found,
And Mercy may be {fought,
My Heart with inward Horror fhrinks, .
And trembles at the Thought.

111
When thou, O Lorp, thall ftarid difclos’d,
In Majelty fevere,
And fit in Judgment on my Soul,
O how fhall 1 appear !
. IV. .
But thoi haft told the troubled Mind,
Who does her Sins lament, ‘_
The timely Tribute of her Tears
Shall endlefs Woe prevent.

v

Then fee the Sorrow of my Heart
E’re yet it be too late;

And hear my SaviouRr’s dying Groans,

- To give thofe Sorrows Weight.

Thofe Sorrows, '
To give thole Sorrows Weight.
VL

For never fhall my Soul defpair

- Her Pardon to procure, ‘

Who knows thine only So~ hasdy’d
To make her Pardon fure :

Her Pardon, -

To make her Pardon fure.

N. B. For the Harpficord.

1f this Aria is accompanied with two Violins and a Violoncello, then the Huarpficord
binds the three firlt Notes of cvery Bary as it is fct down: Bur if there is no other Inftru-
ment that accompanics the Voice, befides the Harpficord, then the Crotchets, which are
bound in the Bafc, muft be plaid feparately.
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"The XCL. P S A L M.
Tranflated by Sir FOHN D ENHAM.

L
HO to Gop’s facred Place refort,
Them the Almighty’s Wings o’erthade
He 1s their Refuge and their Fort, "
Their Gop, on whom their Truft is laid.
Deliver’d tfrom the Fowler’s Snare,
Their Lives the noifom Plague fhall ipare,
11.
With his foft Feathers overfpread,
Under a Buckler fafely lie:

Nor the Night’s difmal Terrors dread,
Nor th’Arrow, which by Day does fly.
Nor Plagues by Night that walk the Round;
Nor thofe of Noon-tide them fhall wound.

I1L
Thoufands fhall fall at thy right Hand,
While Thou trom Dangers fhalt be free:
As a Spectator Thou fhalt ftand, - -
And the Reward of Sinners {ee.
Since G op thy Refuge is become,
His Habitation 1s thy Home.
IV.

No ill Event fhall Thee invade,
No noifom Plague thy Houfe infeé:

His Angels Gobp thy Guard has made,
Who Thee 1n all thy Ways protect.
On Thee his Minifters attend,
Nor fhall a Stone thy Foot offend.
\Y%

Thou on the Bafilisk fthalt tread,
The Lion and the Dragon tame:
From Dzinger G o prelerves thy Head,
For thou haft lov’d and fear’d his Name.
Safe and in Honour fhalt thou live,
And my Salvation fhalt recerve.
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The XI* PS AL M.

Tranflated by Sir JOHN D ENHAM.
L

HO’ 1 on God alone rely,
He bids my Soul, like Birds, take Wing,
Who chas'd unto the Mountains fly.
My Foes keen Shaft is on the String,
His Bow againft me he prepares,
That he may thoot me unawares.

| 5

If the Foundations are laid wafte,
Alas! where fhall the Righteous lje?
Tho’ God in his High Throne is plac'd,
The Sons of Men his Eyelids try.
The righteous Man he trys and proves,
But hates the Soul which Rapine loves.

11
On them, who Wickednefs purfue,

Snares Fire and Brim{tone are diftill’d
- 'This horrid Portion is.their Due,
- And with thefe Dregs thewr Cup is fill’d.
But Righteoufnefs 1s his Delight,
His Face irradiates the upright,

)
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The I' PSALM.
Tranflated by Sir FOH N DENHAM

I

LLEST 1s the Man, who never treads
‘Thofe Paths, where evil Counfel leads;

In Sin’s deep Ways nor {tanding faft,
Nor on high Seats, with Scorners plac’d.

But makes God’s Law his whole Delight,
His Meditation Day and Night,

1L

As Trees, when fet in even Ranks,

Where living Streams inrich their Banks;
Their Branches fwell’d with quickning Juice,
In feafon joyful Fruits produce;

No Blafts the Bud or Leaf impair:

So all his Actions profp’rous are.

111

Thus fares not the ungodly Man:

As Chaff from Corn the Wind does fan,
Sinners, when Judgment 1sat hand,
Amongft the Righteous fhall not ftand.
The Juft Man’s Ways to God are known,
The Wicked pertfh in therr own.
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The LXV®

PSALM.

Tranflated by Sir FOHN DENHAM

1.

' I 'HE L orpis waited on with Praife,
His Vows in Szon [fi°el pays,
whilft he to me inclines his Ear.
To Thee, O Lorp, allFleth draws nigh;
Nor fhall my great Iniquity
Prevail, becaufe thy Mercy’s near.

I1.

Bleft is the Man who to his Courts,
Invited by the Lorp, reforts;

Thy beauteous Dwelling he admires.
Terrors from Thee, and Wonders flow,
In Thee their Confidence to {how;

Wide Sea with the Earth’s Ends confpirecs.

I11.

Incompaft by thy powerful Hand,
High Mountains on firm Bafes ftand.
The Ocean’s Voice by Thee allay’d,
"Thou didft the roaring Storms aflwage,
And the mad People’s louder Rage:
The World thy Tokens have difmay’d.

IV.

Th’ outgoings of the Day and Night;

Made by thy Pow’r, give Man delight.
Thou vifiteft the Earth with Showers

Gop’s Streams, with Riches fill’d, adorn

"The Hills with Herbs, the Vales with Corn ;
Both Man andBeaft’s fupply’d with Stores.

V.

“Thy Drops'the Ridges of the Hills,

Thy Dew the thirfty Furrows fills:
Thus {oftned they receive the Plough,

" Then thou doft blefs their plenteous Crop;

And all thy Paths with Fatnefs drop,
And ev’n the Deferts fraitful grow.

VI.

The little Hills with Fruit are glad,
"The Valleys are with Paftures clad, |
The Foldsand Lawns with Flocks abound:

For Pleafure, Food, and Raiment made;

All' in their native Pride array’d,
MakeHeav’nwiththeirloudShouts refound:

N. B. The XIXt* Pfalm of Sir Joun DenNaaMm’s Tranflation may be alfo {ung to the following Aria.
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The XCII. PS A L M.

Tranflated by Sir FOHN DENHAM.

L

IS good, our Thanks to Gop to bring,
And Praifes to his Name to fing.

His Love the Morning 1hall recite,

His Faithtulnefs the fearful Night.

All Arts which Mufick can 1nvent,

Harp, Pfaltry, ten-ftring’d Inﬁrument

His folemn Praifes fhall refound

Whofe Works with Joy my Head have crown’d.

11.
How great the Works which Gop has wrought!
And how profound his fecret Thought! ‘
Fools to this Knowledge can’t afcend
Nor brutith Man this comprehend
When Sin like Grafs grows {’crong and high,

*T'is certain then the Han eft’s nigh.

Gop ever fits on high, and all
His wicked Foes difperf’c fhall Fall.

11L

Anointed with freth Oil, my Horn

Is ftrong, like that o’th’ Unicorn.

My FO(.S fhall fall before my Eyes,

My Har fhall hear their dying Crys.

The Righteous like a Palm are grown,
Like Ced'us fp1c.ad on Lebanon,

Whom Gop in his own Courts does plant,
They neither Fruit nor BloflToms want.
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The VIII* P S A L M.

Tranflated by Sir FOHN DENHAM
| 1.

Lor b, thy Excellence 1s known
O Throughout the Earth’s Extent,

Thou fit'ft upon thy Glorious Throne,
Above the Firmament.

Babes newly born, who draw the Breaft,
With Strength thy Po’wr proclaim:

So thou the Rebel hait fupprett,
And doth th’ Avenger tame.

1L

When to thy Glorious Works on high,
I raife my humble Thought:

The Sun, the Moon, the fpangled Sky,
All by thy Finger wrought:

Alas! what’s Man, I then reflect,
Or thofe who trom him {pring,

That Gop fhou’d vifit, or relpedt,

Or love fo low a thing

111

Next Angels, 1shis Glorious State;
A Crown adorns his Brow:

All Things which elfe Thou didft create,
To his Subjection bow:

Their Wealth for Tribute, as his own,
Air, Earth, and Sea prefent.

O Lord, Thy Excellence is known
Beyond the World’s Extent.

INTRPJ)'UCING BASE




e ———— =
[

- THE VIII PSALM 29
| gfame, @fayZafed by Sir John Denham .ﬁ
3 r———in-—_—s—-—‘&—.—i‘-‘.ﬂ-— _.:-.
s “===.==E — T :—;E

s_f:-__ — - \-/ f
O FLord thy Ezxcellence is knomwn tﬁrozgﬁ out ;/1974@'[:?.9%

* L ]
y Y-
= S -l ym

H
e
'
—
™~

)

-y
«~ A YN

. Y -
-".-‘&I‘i_'_--_l-_"_ﬂ--_l_"__'- )
s X {1 L i J7 T 7 F 4 1 "1y [ " | " T B e | :
rhs;-l_'-l*l:l.- O a1 ¢ S8 A 2 1 1 1 1 1y

s ] e v ¢

Babes n?@ born who dramw the Brealt mwith mﬁjzt thy Pomw'ry proclaim
> o ; '

e 70 o

»

_—_--—_—-_—- g = O @ ¥
ﬁ[b thoz the '591)9[ hgﬁ‘ iléf)pf‘e;ﬁ and d%foi_’ t}z’\é‘?ié%er L

"NV 7200 NEELASRE L e ED - q - T A0 B - § o SRR ' 1
BANED, . SR AN S R R S SN SR SR SN I AN S SR S NN ISR SRS . S —
AR S S S SN i S SRR SN S . R S S .
= -
. C

-

. >

Fore__

-'i'i---'-'---..‘ y ¢+~ I r °...q4 I ¢ ]

H:—-.—m -==---_' A - N R
W e e

F L |

g T g % o]

g T Ty T T <V

for the — %=~
| AR 1
W FLUTE =k

%:

AP A% WEE_N - W ... -

i N
R_w N XN« *y] i W O R A A A O . s, (N e el Y A ol
e | E I AR .= I T WS B AROSIRANE " () EUENN Re
A N | N e — ]

o5

R
- A3 VIR~ B L™ e 1w w B 2w .'_':—._—_---:.—
L 8 .o
_‘Vl'z»'ac‘e + 3 -S- —
T e e > BB 1

rs '---=2

lgr._ 1 T 1T Ul )
Ihou ﬁtst upon tha gl rious Jhrone above the Eirmament g,

. da <’ o 5 o5k - —
. P Bl B a : ) a8
1T 7T 1T P8 1 P I K. K& 1 _—

—= g et S —r—

| ++ - : — ;
. 2 e
oSeGGrave



20

Ritornel

4

e

”_;_'_'___
X A $F 1T g [ JT
11 1T 1TTPTP 1@ @8- |
E'_---.--_F_ﬁﬁ-_m_

[

SIS X IS R D VY AR B .45 P B T
| T T 111 1 d’® 1 T 1 1 P11 1 . CJ.

A " LA ---=—l-- e T
. - N v g X C ‘
44
2

9 8
4 E

g . 7ov

R, Re® T —
72X 1 TP
oL vV 1

— Tt 1T TN T K - - e

e e e e e L e o i
l- i

E" o —.—--l.-’-_----—:--a_

:
: "X & 2 2. 2. 8 o 0 )
|I -“—
R 1 oo SRt SRR A
rtdx 1 I1rJ I ¥, 1 S NN e e
—— ] T "
r—e g n.-=='======..=  E——————

T Tt T P — N I Pl T 1P et
e o LI ST 1
e ————

e T W -

——

-
o p———



32 |
The CXLV® P S A L M.
Tranflated by Sir FOHN DENHAM

' L
Lorp, my Gob, my Songs to Thee -
Shall, like Thy {felf, immortal be!
For ever I'll thy Praife exprefs, :
And every Day thy Name will blefs.
Gireat 1s the L.or D, his Praile no Bounds
Confine, no Line his Greatnefs {ounds.
That Generation which fucceeds,
Shall learn from this thy Mighty Deeds.
IL
The Honour of thy Majefty
'l fing, how wonderful! how high!
The meafures of thy Grace who know?.
Thy Mercy’s {wift, thy Anger flow.
O’er all, Gop’s Guardian Mercy {tands,
His Bounty falls from equal Hands.
His wondrous Power his Works proclaim,
For which the Saints thall ble{s his Name.
IIL
Gop’s Majelty, his Power, the State
Of his Dominion, Saints relate;
So large, {o latting, {o renown'd,
As neither Place nor Time fhall bound.
Thy Hand fupports the drooping Head;
Has rais’d the Low, the Hungry fed.
The whole Creation, Men and Beafts,
Attending Thee, thy Bounty feafts.
IV.
Juftice and Truth thy Ways fecure;
And, like Thy felf, thy Works are pure.
To them that pray the LLor b 1s near,
To all who pray and are fincere
Their Suits he grants, their Wants {upplys
And faves them when he hears their Crys.
All this the righteous Man enjoys,
But the Ungodly Gop deftroys.
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The CXII" PS AL M

Tranflated by Sir FOHN DEN HAM.

I

T H AT Man is bleft that fears the Lorp,
And with Delight obeys his Word.

His Seed on Earth fhall be increas’d,

In Might, his Generation bleft.

His Houfe with Riches thall abound,

With Righteoufnefs for ever crown’d,

Thro’ Darknefs he thall {fee the nght

Becaufe his Ways are juft and right.
I

He with Compaflion gives and lends,
Diicretion all his Works attends,
His Houfe and Race fhall ever laft,
So fixt they ne’er fhall be difplac’d.
No evil Tidings make him {tart,

For He on GOD has fixt his Heart:
Nor thall he from his Foes retire,

But have on them his own Deﬁre.

I1L

Difperfing to the Poor he gives,
His Rlohteoufnefs for ever lives;
leper{mo‘ to the Poor he gives,
His Righteouinefs for ever lives; J.
Honour his Horn fhall highly raife.
On Him with Grief the Wicked gaze:
Gnathing their Teeth they fhall expire,
And perifh 1n their own Defire.

Twice.
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Part of the XIX®* P S AL M,
Paraphras’d by Mr. A4 D D I § 0 N
- I' |

TH E {pacious Firmament on high,

‘With all the blue Etherial Sky,
And fpangled Heav’ns, a fhining Frame.

- "This great Original proclaim.
Th’unwearied Sun, from Day to Day,
Does his CrEATOR’s Pow’r difplay,

And publithes to every Land
The Work of an Almighty Hand.

1L

Soon as the Evening Shades prevail,

The Moon takes up the wondrous Tale,
And nightly to the liftning Earth
Repeats the Story of her Birth:

Whilft all the Stars that round her burn,
And all the Planets, in theiwr turn,
Confirm the Tidings as they rowl,

And fpread the Truth from Pole to Pole.

111

What though, in folemn Silence, all
Move round the dark terreftrial Ball 2
What tho’ nor real Voice nor Sound
Amid their radiant Orbs be found ?
In Reafon’s Ear they all rejoice,
And utter forth a glorious Voice,

For ever finging as they fhine,
“ The Hand that made us 1s Divine.

INTRODUCING BASE
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The CIV® P S AL M.
Tranflated by Sir FOHN DEN HAM.

I. I1.

Y Soul, thy great CrEaTOR praife, To Birds; tall Cedars Shelter yield,
When cloth’d in his celeftial Rays: Where their high Marriage-Beds they build ;

He in full Majefty appears, The Stork on Firs; on Mountains dwells
And like a2 Robe his Glory wears. The Goat, there Conies make their Cells.
The Skies are for his Curtains {pread, He fets the Sun his double Race,
"Th’unfathom’d Deep he makes ll':is Bed. And gives the Moon her changing Face:
The Clouds are his triumphant Char, And when thick Darknefs veils the Day,
"The Winds his fleeing Courfers are. Wild Beafts the Foreft range for Prey.
I1. I1I.
The Angels whom his Breath infpires, Lions their Young then lead abroad,
His Minifters, are flaming Fires. And roaring afk their Meat from God;
The Earth’s Foundations by his Hand But when the Morning Sun does rife,
Are pois’d, and fhall for ever f{tand: The Savage Beaft to Cover flies.
Cloth’d and invefted with the Flood, Then Man to his Day-Labour goes,
Which once above the Mountains ftood;  And in the Evening takes Repofe.
But frighted by his Thunder fled, How ftrange thyWorks! how great thy Skill?
Confin’d to its appointed Bed. Both which the Earth with Riches fill.
I Par T IIL
And now thofe proud impetuous Waves,
Ev’n from themfelves receive their Graves: I
Nor uncontroul’d can pafs their Bound, All thefe with Expe&ation ftand,
But in their Channels walk their Round.  Attending thy moft liberal Hand :
Yet them fome {ecret Veins convey From which they all receive fuch Food,

ToHills, from whencethro’Valesthey ftray. Asboth to Thee and Them feems good.
From pleafant Trees, which {hade the Brink, But when thy Face is hid, they mourn;

The wing’d Muficians ’light to drink. And dying, to their Duft return,
Thy Spirit the difpeopled Earth
Part 1L Fills with a new created Birth.
1. ' 1L

God from his cloudy Ciftern pours ~ God’s Glory {hall for ¢ver laft,
On the parch’d Earth enriching Show’rs.  'With his own Joy his Works are grac’d.
His Dew defcending on the Hulls, The Earth ftands trembling at thy Stroke,
Both Man and Beaft with Plenty fills. - And at thy Touch the Mountains fmoke.
To chear our Hearts he gives us Wine; Thy Praifcs fhall my Breath employ,
And Oil to make our Faces fhine. Till it expire in endlefs Joy.
To make us ftrong, he gives us Bread; My Meditations will prove {weet,
The Trees with pregnant Juice arc fed. If they thy kind Acceptance meet.,
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