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Biographical Notes 
Nikolay Yakovlevich Miaskovsky was born in 1881. He studied during the years 1906 -1911 in the Petersl:nrg Conserv­

atory of Music under_Liadov and Rimsky-Korsakov. From 1914 up to the end of the World War he served at the front. In 
1921 he received a professorship in the Moscow State Conservatory which he still holds, and in 1927 was awarded the 
title of Honorary Worker of Art . 

Miaskovsky has played a very prominent role in Soviet musical life as a pedagogue under whose guidanee many young 
Soviet composers have acquired a definite creative individuality of their own. He has also carried on an active social-artis­
tic work. But first and foremost the name of Miaskovsky should be classed among the most outstanding composers of our 
time. The beginning of his creative work dates back to 1899. Since then he has written 12 symphonies, two poems ("Silence" 
after Edgar Poe and ''Alastor" after Shelly) for big symphony orchestra, two symphoniettes, a Serenade and a Concerti no for 
small orchestra, two Red Army marches for brass-band, a considerable amount of chamber music and also. some songs for 
mass performance ("The Wmgs of the Soviets'; "Lenin Memorial~"The Song about Karl Marx"). Miaskovsky is now finishing his 
13th, 14th and 15th sytnphonies. 

From the composers of the past P. Chaikovsk.y is one whose influence on Miaskovsk:y had been particularly strong. Dark 
gloomy moods, a pessimist pathos were characteristic for the pre -revolutionary period of Miaskovsky's work .But the ardent 
striving of the composer to overeome his subjectivistic tendencies and to make his manner of musical expression comprehen­
sible to the wide masses of the workers has resulted in such works as his military marches and chorus songs, and of late 
found its splendid expression in the twelfth symphony in which the composer tried to give a musical interpretation of the 
socialist development of the Soviet village. Still more in this direction is to be expected from his forthcoming symphonies. 
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