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Le Coucou

Premier Livre de Piéces de Clavecin

Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

arranged by Richard Siegel
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IL.e Coucou

from the 3¢ Suite in the
Premier Livre de Pieces de Clavecin

Although he was born in Paris, Louis-Claude Daquin’s family
name originated in the Italian town of Aquino. One of his
grand-uncles was a professor of Hebrew at the Collége de
France, another was the principal physician of Louis XIV.
Daquin himself was an excellent performer both on organ and
harpsichord; when his “Premier Livre” was published in 1735,
he was organist at the Church of Saint-Paul and at the Church of
the Cordeliers; he later became Notre-Dame’s titular organist.

Many other composers wrote pieces that imitated the cuckoo,
including Balbastre and Francois Couperin. In the latter’s
13° Ordre we find “Les Coucous Bénévoles”, a euphemism for
“Les Cocus Complaisants” (complacent cuckolds).

In the preface to this edition, Daquin indicates that certain
pieces, including “Le Coucou”, may be played on violin or flute.

He also writes: “Je prie Tres humblement les Personnes qui
voudront bien Jouer mes piéces, d’Exécuter celles de vitesse
avec autant de Précision et de Délicatesse que les autres...”
(“I humbly request that the People who wish to Play my pieces,
Play the faster ones with as much Precision and Delicacy as the
others...”)



