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Malcolm Hill was appointed organist and choirmaster at St Mary the Virgin 
Church, Primrose Hill in north London in 1967. Sunday Services were sung by 
a choir of boys and men at all 11am Masses, either boys or men at 9.30am Mass 
and men only at Evensong. 

The Australian rector, Howard Hollis, had trained as an organist before 
ordination, and was deeply interested in English medieval music. He forbade 
the sounding of the organ during Advent or Lent, except for the giving of notes. 
He requested this setting of the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, initially to be 
sung by James Jelly (Alto, who later became a priest) and Laurence Pateman 
(Tenor, a   mathematician).
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