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COMPOSITIONAL NOTES

Sonata Breve for Wind Quintet uses an “almost octatonic” scale (A below), and the Lydian mode (B) throughout its three
movements (Beginnings, Middle Ground, Endings).
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In the first and third movement the piece modulates frequently. Chords and counterpoint follow tertian harmony, based on the
scales, but free counterpoint is also frequently used.

The first movement, Beginnings, starts in D-almost-octatonic and retains some vestigial elements of sonata allegro form. There is
an extremely short “exposition”. The first group (the grace note, and the interval of the perfect/augmented fourth) is heard in
the first three measures of the piece:
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The second group motive is played its entirety by the bassoon one measure after rehearsal A:
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The exposition ends at measure 15, and it is followed by a comparatively long transition that leads to an elaborate
development. This starts at measure 36 and occupies the remainder of the first movement, with the opening three bars
returning to end it. Middle Ground is in free form, composed of short solos, duos and trios. Endings 1s in a sort of loose ABA form
with an additional coda.

PERFORMANCE NOTES
All grace notes are played before the beat. Score and parts are transposed as usual. Accidentals only apply to the given octave.
Duration: 8’
COMPOSER’S NOTE
Sonata Breve for Wind Quintet is divided in three movements, Beginnings, Middle Ground, Endings, corresponding to the

layout of a traditional sonata with a sequence of fast, slow and fast finale movements. The piece is quite light and cheerful, with
the exception of the central movement that is more pensive, perhaps a bit melancholic.

Copyright 2020, Davide Verotta San Francisco, CA, USA. Performance Restricted Attribution - registered with ASCAP.
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