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COMPOSITION NOTES

String Quartet No.6 revolves around two main subjects. The first (A below) is a melodic line that is first herd at the
beginning of the piece, divided between violin I and II. The second is a fugue subject that is first heard during the introduction,
starting at measure 6, played by violin I and cello. It 1s then stated together with its counter/second subject starting at measure
27, played by the viola and cello, respectively (see B below). After two instances of the fugal restatements the piece basically
consists of a continuous development and contrast between the melodic subject and fugal writing. The fugue eventually
develops into a complete double/triple fugue starting at measure 147, and then into a stretto, beginning at measure 176. The
stretto continues until measure 215, when the melodic subject briefly reasserts itself during what can be considered the dynamic
peak of the piece. The winding down eventually makes extensive use of an elaboration of a motive that has appeared a few
times in the piece. It first shows up at the end of the introduction played by violin I (see C below), but it is now narrowed in
intervallic range (D below) and it i1s played by the viola and then violin I (pleading with hurried urgency). The final section revolves
around the contrast between this motive and a drone like relentless ostinato that makes spare use of sul ponticello. An invocation
of the first subject closes the piece.

The scale depicted below at E 1s used throughout out the piece. Chords and counterpoint follow tertian harmony, based on the
scale, but free counterpoint is also frequently used.
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Very few extended techniques are required in the piece. They are specified using standard textual notation or explanatory
narrative. All pizzicato 1s unstopped, vibrato pizzicato is occasionally required, and it is indicated by vibrato.

Duration: around 10°.

COMPOSER’S NOTE

String Quartet No.6 (straight arrow) revolves around two main musical subjects. The first is a melodic line that is heard
at the beginning of the piece, divided among the two violins. The second follows immediately after, and eventually becomes a
fugal subject that is stated by the whole string quartet. The piece basically consists of a continuous development and contrast
between the first melodic line and the second subject that always appears within fugal writing. The fugue will eventually
develop into a more complex double fugue followed by a dramatically long stretto, that is a rhythmic shortening of the fugal
subject, that climaxes just before the first subject reasserts itself. After the climax the final section revolves around the contrast
between a short melodic line (played by viola and then violin and marked pleading with hurried urgency), and a drone like, relentless
ostinato played in the background. An invocation of the first subject closes the piece.
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