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Quam pulchra es
Song of Songs 7:6-8 Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c.1525-1594)

Motettorum ... Liber quartus (Gardano press, Rome, 1584)
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2 Quam pulchra es:  (score)  
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Quam pulchra es et quam decora, carissima, in deliciis.

Statura tua assimilata est palmæ,

et ubera tua botris.

Dixi: ascendam in palmam

et apprehendam fructus eius;

et erunt ubera tua sicut botri vineæ

et odor oris tui sicut malorum

How beautiful art thou, and how comely, my dearest, in delights!

Thy stature is like to a palm tree,

and thy breasts to clusters of grapes.

I said: I will go up into the palm tree,

and will take hold of the fruit thereof:

and thy breasts shall be as the clusters of the vine:

and the odour of thy mouth like apples.

Douay Rheims translation
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