The Last Party on Earth

a chamber opera
for four voices and accordion

words by Leo Doulton

music by Edward Lambert



The Last Party on Earth

Characters

The Queen, a bunker-dweller - soprano

Squib, a non-binary survivor - mezzo-soprano

Lissa, a female survivor - bass

The Dark One, an unknown quantity - boy or girl soprano (about 10 years of age)

Accompaniment for accordion 'continuo', which may be freely arranged and orchestrated

duration: 30 minutes

© Edward Lambert/Leo Doulton 2020 The authors' rights are asserted

edwardlambert.co.uk

Following the fires, floods and viruses, two survivors on Earth wander in a barren
landscape. They come across a door to a bunker in which the Queen of Cans is
self-isolating. She welcomes them in to party with her. She takes a fancy to Squib whom
she apparently recognises from a previous encounter. They dance together. Lissa recalls
the terrible events that devastated the planet. They’re all in awe of the Dark One: just
uttering the name is fraught with danger. The Queen, however, is aroused and wants to
marry Squib while Lissa is intent on stealing the cans of food which the Queen has
hoarded. As Queen and Squib find love of sorts, Lissa makes his escape, and the Dark
One appears. S/he turns out to be a lonely god of the Underworld and ultimately remains
a mystery. As if in a dream, the Queen’s soul departs and Squib - who can’t find the exit
door - is doomed to perish in the bunker.
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129 Squib moves back to where they've come from, Lissa to where they're going.
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137 (The interior of the Queen's bunker, industrial decay, the Queen is self-partying)
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QUEEN (to Squib) Marry me! I'll give you food,
beans, rice... name your price!
LISSA Keep her distracted - I'll pack the cans!
SQUIB (to Queen) You'll have to make vows...
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(As Queen and Squib sleep off their ecstasies, the Dark One appears, played by a boy treble or girl soprano of about 10 years of age)
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The Queen stirs as the Dark One's shadow vanishes.
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