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NOTES

The phrase “Neither sword nor fire can take away my faith in
God” became a personal motto for Cardinal Kung, whose life
this piece honors. Written for a requiem mass memorializing
twenty years since his death, the piece sets his phrase
(translated into Latin) to a funeral march for choir and brass.
Although very solemn, the music strikes more of a heroic
tone—rather than one of sadness—in commemorating
Kung’s courage and steadfastness of faith.

The piece is built on two main musical ideas: the first, a
repeated four-note march melody derived from the letters K-
U-N-G, and secondly, the use of an ancient Chinese melody,

“Mourning over Ying,” which appears halfway through the piece as a
brass solo.

In the passages which quote “Mourning over Ying,” the ornaments
have been mostly preserved. The eighth note grace notes are played
on the beat and are expressive. The thirty-second note grace notes
are anacrusic and are very short—more articulation than actual

pitch.

I extend my gratitude to Nick Botkins, director of music at the
Basilica of St. John the Evangelist, for the opportunity to write this
piece.

© 2020 Sean Salamon. All rights reserved.
For more music, visit seansalamon.com



Sean Salamon (b. 1992)

words by Ignatius Kung Pin-Mei (1901-2000)

Conductor's Score

Nick Botkins, director

Neither sword nor fire

For the choir of the Basilica of St. John the Evangelist, Stamford, CT
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poco rit. @ a tempo
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