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a parlour opera in four acts

after a play by Oscar Wilde






THE DUCHESS OF PADUA

A PARLOUR OPERA BY EDWARD LAMBERT
AFTER THE PLAY BY OSCAR WILDE

The Duchess of Padua is an early play by Wilde written in Paris in 1883. A drama of revenge, passion
and murder in the Gothic style, it is related to Shakespearean tragedy and Shelley’s The Cenci.
"Personally I like comedy to be intensely modern, and like my tragedy.... to be remote", Wilde wrote
in 1894. It was an attempt to bring to the stage the sensibilities of the aesthetic movement: the beauty
of the dialogue mattered more than the realistic portrayal of character and the credibility of the
drama. Even so, the Duchess herself is a fully drawn Victorian contemporary, a feisty feminist
trapped in a failed marriage to the boorish Duke and the misfortune to fall for a high-minded
house-guest; beyond the elevated blank verse are indeed modern ideas “under an antique form.”
This adaptation of The Duchess of Padua turns it into an ‘Italian-style’ opera (with arias, ensembles, a

love duet and a death scene) for four characters accompanied by piano duet.

Characters

GUIDO FERRANTI, a young person from Perugia (mezzo-soprano - A)
COUNT MORANZONE, an elderly courtier (bass - B)

DUKE OF PADUA (tenor - T)

BEATRICE, DUCHESS OF PADUA, his young wife (soprano - S)

Place: Padua
Time: The latter half of the Sixteenth Century

The four cast members also form a narrative chorus (SATB). They remain on stage
throughout and, from time to time, describe the scene or comment on the action. In this way,
the production will veer between a 'dramatic’and a "stylised’ presentation. It follows that
stage directions in the score are given only for clarification.

The work is intended for performance in an intimate space on a thrust stage.

Duration: Acts 1 & 2 20 + 25 mins = 45 minutes
Acts 3 &4 20 + 15 mins = 35 minutes

© Edward Lambert 2020
edwardlambert.co.uk

13/11/2019



Synopsis

(Act One) The elderly Count Moranzone tells young Guido Ferranti,
recently arrived in Padua, that his noble father, whom the son never
knew, was betrayed by the Duke of Padua and executed. He arranges for
Guido to serve the Duke so that he can exact revenge, but he insists this
be done only when Moranzone judges the time to be right, at which point
Guido will receive his father’s dagger to carry out the deed. When the
Duke appears, it soon becomes apparent that he is as evil as he ever was.
As he leaves for the cathedral, the Duchess passes by and she and Guido
exchange glances. (Act Two) The Duke is revealed as a cruel husband to
the beautiful young Duchess, with whom Guido now finds himself in
love. The unhappy Duchess returns his love but Moranzone brings the
dagger to Guido and reminds him of his duty to avenge his father; feeling
himself now unworthy of her, he abandons the Duchess - much to her
fury - and resolves to murder the Duke that night. (Act Three) On further
reflection he decides not to kill but to steal the moral high ground by
laying the dagger on the sleeping Duke who, on waking, would lay
himself at Guido’s mercy. Moranzone is not impressed by this noble
scheme. In the midst of a stormy night, Guido approaches the Duke’s
bedchamber as the Duchess comes out of it: desperately unhappy, she
was about to kill herself - but murdered the Duke instead. Guido is
horrified that the woman he idolised is capable of such a thing and casts
her off a second time. Furious again, the Duchess covers Guido in the
Duke’s blood and summons the guards: “Here is the man who slew my
lord”, she cries. (Act Four) Incarcerated in a dreadful dungeon, Guido is
provided with poison in preference to dying on the scaffold. He sleeps.
The Duchess visits him; to ease her conscience and save the man she truly
loves, she has arranged for his escape and, believing that Guido doesn't
return her feelings, now drinks the poison to die in his place. When he
awakes, however, he confesses his love and, as the executioners
approach, takes the Duchess” dagger and dies in her arms, while she
succumbs to the poison.
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Night. A gathering storm.

Act Three
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(She covers Guido in the Duke’s blood)
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DUCHESS [entering, removing her mask]
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heads-man,

I have seen to that.

He will get hence to - night

and that is well.
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[Bell begins to toll]

I have been guil-ty, there-fore I must die; he loves me not,___and there-fore I must die.
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Jus-ti-ces; they would not lis-ten to me, they would not hear me, and when I swore it on the ho-ly
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Here is the ring: will you not take it?
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(the bell tolls again)

[DUCHESS puts her hands over her face: GUIDO draws them down.]
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[Tries to kiss her.]

derous, but my hand re-fused; your hand wrought mur - der, but your soul _____was pure.
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MORANZONE addresses the audience as GUIDO and

DUCHESS act out their final sequence.
The DUKE watches as the scene fades.

216

Uy IZ 2,,1 Gl (el
2 H pranl
. 7 7
p B |
+ | Bl 1RE
oo N oL .
= $all g i T s E gLl
N o a0 Ne? o N o Ne? o
| N |
& N T B n
1 i ”’U 1 ] i
[ TTT9 T =
N e & L]
Sy N S S So

with______

love,
~
2

Q1

\J 2o e

thing they
‘) L_J
he € o
] ] *
I I
) I I
~ I I
I S —m— —

Cerlef| Ol Cerlef

O

the

kill
~
o

$Q11

Some
Jae ],

all  men
o)
p™ A Y )
. A -
{2
ANV §
D)
[ e Y /] I I
ANIVAES 3 I I
oJ
o}
7o I I
. A I I
) &) !
o)y = \
A I

=X =i
&

heard,
o)
P )
{es7% =
)
D)
2 J ]2
NS — ]
o 1 1

= =

g

lats

IR/

Crlr| LCrlel

be*
D

1
&
e

IR

Lyl Lorlel

o

P

L
W=
e

ey X4
o)
Y & 1
VA

S 3

%
%
%

P1
P2

%

P2



217

Edward Lambert The Duchess of Padua

7

(Curtain)

=

e~
o)
D

JT

[

&

) o)

IR /1

jidf

s

o

R b
Ve

(o)
(o]

[

&

r

Ve

A

S 3

Crriel

o

[

|

Cr

=x

[£an
[ £ W]
[ £ W /1

o)

Uy [y (e el o (e T
Praan L1
=1 Y
* S
IS I
| | . ¢all
g . . s . 381l . 12 . =
QL HHY T HH R B
S ¢ BN P Sl
@ <@ g csan) ko ko ke
= ;, | f
g TTTY o
s il o |
_ ' 18 . i 7 7
I3 TTTN 779 E Hie (177 '
8 e L .U b
e NS o
bl e o A s
f A
(5} s < |
” s
. KN 1L g |
$alll] TITS L) g
- e 12 $1
m mw% L M. T O
3<os 3<04 3cs e
i E 3o 3= koD
| o F,U |
- 1 vMPU = FH k=
et 111 11 T 1] =
S K 1 " f IfDU QL Z
[ [T TTTO
A AYSH FYS - ahaul
o T (K o s sy X s
(i £ f prins
£ il | M
= | 7 7 k=
= il 3[,9 L . ! .bm L A I J
IDF M M\D N m MQ HH _al[TT] |Mv IM
ko
3cos e oD 3500 v koD ke M
7 7 7 . §
(5] <
| S a ol [ e
ol s PN 3
[ (] BEEN = [ TT79 TR T B8
_a z _a e | &
S S o NS st ot IS NS <
s N €0 <X GN N Oo NG M z f <
Rel ~ ) {
N ——N T —— N ——N T — N ——N T —— N ——N S —

P1
P2
P1
P2

P2












