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Francesco Geminiani (1687-1762)

Sonatas for Violin and Figured Bass
Opus 1 (1739 Revision)

This edition is taken from the revisions published in London (1739) of the original published in
Amsterdam between 1712 and 1722 and dedicated to Il Signor Barone di Kilmans’egge. The
major differences between the two versions are the ornamentation and articulation which is
extensive. In some places the music has been rhythmically modified, extended, removed,
replaced, or harmonies modified.

Although some slurring seems inconsistent, I faithfully reproduced the original. However where
any anomalies regarding notes do occut, I have indicated above/below the note what was
originally written. Fingerings are sometimes present; these I believe are Geminiani’s own, and
give an insight into the violin technique of the time.

Sonata 1 second movement (Allegro): the original time signature was ¢ whereas here it is 3.

Sonata 2 fourth movement (Allegro): the original is completely in § but here Geminiani changes
time to § without indicating a time change then back again. This rhythmic structure is obvious
when playing the original version. This also occurs in the last movements of Sonatas 4 and 5.

Sonata 3 first movement (Adagio) bar 40: the Allegro of the original, half way through the bar is
absent. I believe this to be an omission so it has added it.

Sonata 11 third movement (Allegro) bar 14: the bass line is different, but the new bass line is a
tone too high, therefore I have lowered it by a tone.
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Francesco Geminiani (1687-1762)

Sonatas for Violin and Figured Bass
Opus 1 (1739 Revision)

This edition is taken from the revisions published in London (1739) of the original published in
Amsterdam between 1712 and 1722 and dedicated to Il Signor Barone di Kilmans’egge. The
major differences between the two versions are the ornamentation and articulation which is
extensive. In some places the music has been rhythmically modified, extended, removed,
replaced, or harmonies modified.

Although some slurring seems inconsistent, I faithfully reproduced the original. However where
any anomalies regarding notes do occut, I have indicated above/below the note what was
originally written. Fingerings are sometimes present; these I believe are Geminiani’s own, and
give an insight into the violin technique of the time.

Sonata 1 second movement (Allegro): the original time signature was ¢ whereas here it is 3.

Sonata 2 fourth movement (Allegro): the original is completely in § but here Geminiani changes
time to § without indicating a time change then back again. This rhythmic structure is obvious
when playing the original version. This also occurs in the last movements of Sonatas 4 and 5.

Sonata 3 first movement (Adagio) bar 40: the Allegro of the original, half way through the bar is
absent. I believe this to be an omission so it has added it.

Sonata 11 third movement (Allegro) bar 14: the bass line is different, but the new bass line is a
tone too high, therefore I have lowered it by a tone.
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