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A khachkar is an ornately carved stone cross found throughout the countryside and
mountainous terrains of Armenia. Armenia is the oldest of Christian nations on earth,
accepting Christianity as its national religion in the year 301 AD.  KHACHKAR is based
on two borrowed Armenian religious tunes, one of which is the medieval chant "Havoun,
havoun" (About the Bird). It is an ancient allegory in which Jesus is portrayed as a rooster
speaking to the people of the world. KHACHKAR, scored for Alto Flute, Harp and Strings,
was premiered June 1, 2002 with Laurel Ann Maurer as soloist and Crawford Gates conducting
the Nachtmusik Chamber Orchestra at Maurice Abravanel Hall in Salt Lake City, Utah. 


