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BATH : The Graveyard of Ambition

A Comedy-Opera by Malcolm Hill

Cast, in order of singing

Aggressive Receptionist REC Soprano (Pr.)
“Professional Patient” leader MANDY Alto
Depressed ‘professional patient’ KATHY Mezzo (Pr.)
Awkward ‘professional patient’ MO Alto
Gossiping patient DEBBIE Soprano
Angry patient’s Carer ALISON Soprano (Pr.)
Dull ‘professional patient’ DAWN Soprano
Sarcastic patient ROGER Bass
Moving-away patient ROB Tenor (Pr.)
Angry, bombastic patient PAUL Bass (Pr.)
Provocative patient BRIAN Bass

New patient JANE Soprano (Pr.)
Worn-out Doctor JOHN Bass (Pr.)

The comedy-opera is set in a doctor’s waiting room in Bath, where various patients (mostly
suffering from the results of pollution) discuss their problems with the city: seagulls, library-
closures, parking, etc. versus their pleasures: Georgian architecture, walks along the river, the
various festivals. After a brief Overture, four “professional patients” arrive who are instructed
by a fierce receptionist to fill in a questionnaire about the surgery’s proposed move. Another
patient arrives who happily announces he is leaving Bath. From here on, over 90% of the
opera is aria or chorus. A depressed woman sings about how terrible the city is, and the
leaving patient unsuccessfully tries to console her. In contrast, a jubilant new character, who
has just moved to Bath, arrives to register — she sings about how much she enjoys what she
has seen so far. Enter an angry man who has just been splattered by a seagull: he complains
about how futile the attempts seem to have been in controlling them. He is sent in to see the
doctor, but soon returns in an even worse mood — the doctor only wanted to discuss the
surgery-move, not his symptoms: “Here’s a pamphlet, goodbye”. There is a general outburst
which the receptionist tries to quell. Then the doctor emerges: he is totally worn out and

leaves. The receptionist and the new female patient conclude that few leave the city.



When Malcolm Hill heard that the tenor Robert Jack was leaving Bath, he decided to say
farewell with a concert of two groups in which he has been singing: Bath Chamber Opera and
The Chandos Singers. After searching for out-of-copyright texts about leaving Bath, the
current libretto began to take shape. The music was composed alongside. As the text was a
mixture of early and modern styles, so was the music. Rather than continue the recent trend in
operas to resemble a ‘sung play’, Malcolm chose to return to the earliest models, where scene
and story are dealt with in recitative (which is seldom tuneful and is set in speech-rhythm)
while each character’s emotions are expressed in more tuneful arias. Richard Burton’s The
Anatomy of Melancholy (1628 edition) provided much of the libretto, other quotations came
from the 18" century and earlier. Music quoted includes pieces by Bach, Mendelssohn and

Malcolm’s Avon Street, as well as the styles of Sullivan and Poulenc.

Magdalen Chapel in Bath was chosen for the first performance on 19" August 2017, as Rob
had sung there many times in Chandos concerts. Meanwhile in Bath Chamber Opera
performances, he sang the roles of the locum doctor (in How the Viking got his Horns),

Blepyrus’ neighbour (in Women on Top) and Pluto (in Neptune).

The comedy-opera was constructed so that many of the individual “arias” and choruses could

be removed, or sung separately in concerts.



QUOTATIONS IN BATH: GRAVEYARD [dates of writing or publication; only slight textual
modifications made. Bar numbers refer to opera after the overture]

Bar

TEXT

105-124

142-162

165-169

169-173

176-192

193-202

205-276

276-304

304-316

317-360

360-364

364-390

382-390

436-463

463-468

525-532

551-581

583-612

616-642

790-826

981-992

MUSIC

117

286-289

869-988

Author

Louis Simond
William Congreave
Edmund Spenser
Alexander Pope
Christopher Anstey
Robert Burton
Alexander Pope
Mary Astell
Alexander Pope
Robert Burton
Robert Burton
Robert Burton
Franz Haydn

John Leleand
Anon

Robert Burton
Anon

Alexander Neckam
Francis Burney
Robert Burton

Robert Burton

Mendelssohn
J.S.Bach

Malcolm Hill

Source

Journal of a Tour (1810)

Orders of H.E. Governor General of the Diversions at Bath (1728)

The Fairie Queen (The Procession of Rivers) (1596)

Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lad (1717)

The New Bath Guide (1766)

Anatomy of Melancholy (1628) [2™ part, Section IIT Memb.VI]
Essay on Man (1734)

Ambition (1689?)

Essay on Man (1734)

Anatomy of Melancholy (1628) [Author’s Abstract poem]
Anatomy of Melancholy (1628) [3" part, Section IV Memb.IV]
Anatomy of Melancholy (1628) [2™ part, Section I Memb. VI.1]
Notebook (1794)

The Itinerary of John Leleand the Antiquary (1540°s, ed. 1712)
The Exeter Book “The Ruin” (between 990 and 1072)
Anatomy of Melancholy (1628) [3" part, Section Il Memb.II.3]
“On the promiscuous mixture ... at Bath in Somerset” (1719)
In Praise of Divine Wisdom (1213)

Evelina (1778)

Anatomy of Melancholy (1628) [Author’s Abstract poem]

Anatomy of Melancholy (1628) [Author’s Abstract poem]

Wedding March
48 Preludes and Fugues, Book 1 in D

Avon Street 111



to mark Roberr Jack's departure from Bath 1

BATH :The Graveyard of Ambition

Malcolm Hill Malcolm Hill
with quotations 2017 mj358

from pre-1800 ) . . . .
Already on Stage: Alison, Brian and Roger; John hidden in the wings.
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Time the entrance of Debbie, Kathy, Mandy and Mo to arrive at Rec's desk by the end of Overture
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Bath: The Graveyard of Ambition

Already on Stage: Alison, Brian and Roger; Fohn hidden. Malcolm Hill

2016 mj358
Debbie, Kathy, Mandy and Mo
arrive at Rec's desk
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The four patients dutifully take
a copy, go and sit down and
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Rob takes form and goes to stage
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