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EDITOR'S NOTE

This work is an edition based on the publication “Mass in F”
by Prince Poniatowski, published by Boosey & Co. in London, c. 1876.

In this work, I incorporate corrections of typographical errors, add clarifications for perfor-
mance, and omit the English language adaptation. This edition includes additional corrections
of errors evident in this editor’s March 2018 printing. A list of differences from the original
Boosey edition is available separately. Any remaining errors found by the reader
would be my own.

On June 17, 1871, a performance of the original work, presented by the composer in London,
was reviewed in The Musical World. The unnamed reviewer concluded with this intriguing
statement: “[the performance] was generally good, though the impression made would have
been materially strengthened by the employment of an orchestra instead of the actual piano-

forte and harmonium.” Upon examining the piano score, | clearly saw hints of the orchestral
textures that the Prince must have had in mind - especially knowing that the Prince had writ-
ten over ten operas for the French and Italian theatres. In light of this and my experience as
an orchestra conductor, I decided to create a new scoring of this work for chamber orchestra

consisting of solo winds (Flute, Oboe, Clarinet in B flat, Bassoon, Horn in F, Trumpet in C),
Timpani, and Strings. The fully orchestrated work was premiered in New York City at Saint

Bartholomew’s Church on June 7, 2018, by soloists Heather Buck, Blythe Gaissert, Raul
Melo, and Stephen Bryant, a volunteer chorus of forty voices, and the Spectrum Symphony
of New York, with myself at the podium. The concert was held in Memory of Witold Sulim-
irski (1933-2016), and presented by the Polish Knights of Malta, Inc., under the patronage of
His Excellency Mr. Piotr Wilczek, Ambassador of the Republic of Poland in The United
States, and Her Excellency Mrs. Joanna Wronecka, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary — Permanent Representative of the Republic of Poland to the United Nations
in New York. Itis my wish that this beautiful bel-canto work by the Prince will find a greater
audience, with the aid of a dramatic, period-style yet chamber-sized, orchestral accompani-
ment. The full orchestration, score and parts, are now available on loan
for public performance from this editor.

I would like to thank: Jan Willem van Bergen Henegouwen, for introducing the original work
to me; the Yale University Library, for kindly allowing me access to the original piano-vocal
score in their collection; the Board of Directors of the Spectrum Symphony, for their support
as [ undertook this project; Jason Wirth and Vasyl Hrechynsky, for their invaluable insights
and artistry, and many others.

(c) 2018 David A. Grunberg
New York
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Soprano and Chorus

Composed by Jozef Michat Poniatowski (1816-1873)
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2. Gloria
Quartet and Chorus
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