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COMPOSER’S NOTE

La Notte (The Night) is a short song cycle written for soprano voice accompanied by violin
and piano. The song cycle is based on a fictional story about a woman, perhaps a poetess,
visited by a dream promising a life of unbridled fulfillment. In the first song the Poetess is
asleep and is woken up, unwillingly, thinking she hears voices calling her. In the second song
the voices reveal a prophecy of a future life filled by riches, power, lovers, and especially fame
and a promise of immortality. In the third she wakes up from the nightmare, shaken by the
image of her unbridled ego and desires that the night has revealed.

I. Cosa sono queste Voci What are these Voices
Dormir € un po morire To sleep is a like dying
dolce oblio, tranquillo perdersi sweet oblivion, a tranquil getting lost.
Che sono queste voci Voices I hear in my sleep, what are they?
che odo nel dormire, che son? I do not want to wake up
Non voglio svegliarmi from my sweet dream
dal dolce mio sogno these voices scare me
queste voci mi fanno paura what do they want?
che vogliono?
II. Immagini Feroci Ferocious Images
Immagini feroci Ferocious images, perhaps of idols
forse di idoli son They tempt me, inviting, whispering
mi tentano, invitanti, si, bisbigliano images of ferocious idols.
immagini di idoli feroci. Of riches, power, lovers, fame
Di ricchezza, di potenza, di amanti, di fama yes, only fame: immortal for ever.
si solo la fama; immortale per sempre saré. Idols they are (I don't want that life)
Idoli sono (non voglio quella vita ferocious images.
no, non la voglio), immagini feroci.
II1. Risveglio Awakening
Dalle brume della notte From the darkness of the night
ecco si affaccia, astro rosso. the red star rises.
Dalle brume riemergono i sogni From the darkness dreams emerge
desideri di carnalitd animale. desires of animal carnality.
Il sol si alza splendente. The splendid sun rises.
Nelle brume della notte In the darkness of the night
sembra perduta, scura anima persa. she seem lost, dark soul lost.
Nel profondo della notte sembra perduta. In the depth of the night, she seems lost.
Orribili pensieri, son solo sogni Orrible thoughts, only dreams, ferocious
incubi feroci. Or astro d’or € sorto nightmares. Now the golden star has risen

Words by Davide Verotta. Duration: 11-12’

Copyright 2017 Davide Verotta, All rights reserved. San Francisco, CA, USA

Registered with ASCAP. Please notify the composer of all performances. 771 42 Ave San Francisco,
CA 94121, USA

davide.verotta@ucsf.edu http:/ /www.davideverotta.com
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