String Quartet No.8 in C major

No.2 from
Trois quatuors pour deux Violons, Alto &
Basse, Op.9

dédiés a Lord Onslow
(George, 1st Earl of Onslow, 1731-1814)

par son Petit Fils

George Onslow
(1784-1853)
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Sources:
Breitkopf & Hirtel 4350 (Nouvelle Edition avec des changements faits par l'Auteur)
Pleyel 1170 (first edition)

Notes:

— Divergent dynamics that do not appear to have a strictly musical basis have been
standardised on the basis of the dynamic given in the majority of the parts, with the editorial
dynamics supplied in brackets.

— Either due to engraving rules of the time or due to publisher error, accidentals are not
always supplied when they have already been given in another octave in the same bar. This
does not accord with modern practice, so the appropriate editorial accidentals have been
supplied in square brackets.

— Neither edition distinguishes reliably between ties and slurs, and slurs over repeated notes
were probably intended as ties. (Though no performance of this quartet is available,
historically informed performances of other Onslow works—for example L’Archibudelli’s
1995 recording of the C minor quintet Op.38—do interpret slurs over repeated notes as ties.)
Where appropriate, editorial ties (dashed) have been supplied.

— Articulations, including sforzati (variously notated as fz, f, or an accent sign) have not been
standardised among the parts, due to a lack of clarity over which set of articulations is the
intended one.

— Where the sources diverge from one another, the reading in the second edition has been
preferred except in cases of obvious publisher error.

—Title and dedication according to the second edition.



