Palestrina

Missa Assumpta Est Maria

This Mass, based on Palestrina's motet of the same name is probably a late work,
first published by Haberl from manuscript sources in Masses book 14.
I have also made use of Lewis Jones' score on CPDL.
The original clefs are chiavette, or little clefs, and imply downward transposition of a fourth.
Praetorius says that the transposition is a fifth if there is no flat in the equivalent of
the key signature, and this transposition has been adopted here. An upward transposition of a tone
has been applied on account of the probable difference in pitch.
The resulting parts are for Cantus, equivalent to the English Mean, an unbroken voice,
Altus, a high tenor, tenor and bass. The rich sound arising from this combination
is a revelation to ears accustomed to downward transposition of a tone.
The note values are original except for the second Hosanna, where they are halved.
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