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The Cloak and Dagger Affair

Chamber opera in one act by Edward Lambert
after the play Amor de Don Perlimplin con Belisa en su jardin
by Federico Garcia Lorca (1928)

for three voices with piano accompaniment

Characters

Don Perlimplin, a scholarly gentleman, bass
Belisa, his young wife, soprano

Marcolfo, Perlimplin’s manservant, mezzo-soprano
Chorus, sung by the cast

Notes

1. An area of the stage should be designated as "off-stage”, in which the cast are clearly otuside the action
but remain visible to the audience. A screen is suggested for this purpose.

2. The score also provides for some optional on-stage percussion to be played by the cast. The sounds would
preferably be provided by props of various kinds: flowerpots in the garden, for example, or a stick that
Perlimplin carries, or crockery that Marcolfo serves up, etc. But a musical instrument may be provided, if
desired, in which case the sound should be of temple blocks or similar which have a dramatic impact.

3. The production should include dance.

Duration 40 minutes
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The middle-aged Don Perlimplin has been persuaded to marry
a sensual young girl, Belisa. It is the day after their wedding,
and Perlimplin’s manservant, Marcolfo, reveals that while he
slept during the night, Belisa entertained five lovers.
Perlimplin seems untroubled by this gossip. He is more
concerned that Belisa has fallen for another man, a stranger in
a red cloak who has been seen walking in the garden. She
receives a love-letter from this apparent youth and Marcolfo
tells her the stranger will meet her at ten o’clock that evening.
When Perlimplin sees him, he chases after him, while the
besotted Belisa sings a serenade to her lover by way of
encouragement. A moment later the stranger in the red cloak
appears with a dagger through his heart. It appears he has
been killed by Perlimplin; but the man in the red cloak is
revealed to be Perlimplin himself, who dies as Belisa lovingly
embraces him.
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text after Federico Garcia Lorca

Chorus (addressing the audience)
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But where is the young man in the red - cloak? Where is he?
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Don Per-lim-lin, sleep peace - ful-ly.
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Bells are heard and the scene fades a-way.
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Bells are heard  and the scene fades a-way.
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Bells are heard and the scene fades a-way.
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