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Concerto Pathétique

The Concerto pathétique, 1865, is Franz Liszt's most substantial and ambitious
two-piano work. In 1851 Breitkopf & Hdrtel published the solo piano work Grosses
Concert-Solo by Franz Liszt which anticipates his later B Minor Piano Sonata as a
large scale nonprogrammatic work. In 1865 a two-piano version was published under
the title Concerto pathétique which, though not differing structurally from the Grosses
Concert-Solo, introduces a more effective layout of the musical thoughts, mainly due
to an innovative concerto-like treatment of the two-piano ensemble. The initial
conception of a projected piano concerto can further be proved by a number of extant
piano concerto arrangements by various composers—including orchestra sketches by
Liszt himself.

While the solo version is rarely performed today, the Concerto pathétique has become
a repertoire piece of the two-piano genre. The word "pathétique" is often
misunderstood by native English speakers due to the negative meaning of the modern
"pathetic". The term means "with pathos" and denotes a passionate rhetorical character
intending to evoke sorrow. The typical dotted note themes in "pathétique" pieces such
as Beethoven’s Pathétique Sonata, Liszt’s Concerto pathétique, or Scriabin’s Patetico
Etude op.8,12 also point towards a certain heroic quality.

My own arrangement from 1986 attempts to “recruit” the modernized, more efficient
piano technique of Liszt’s two-piano version for the solo, as well as to tighten the
structure of the work.
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