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ABOUT THIS EDITION OF J.C. BACH’S ENDIMIONE

New York City Opera planned to present Johann Christian Bach’s Endimione (WG 15 in the
Ernest Warburton list of Bach’s complete works) in early 2014, but no performance materials could
be found. The general manager of NYCO called other opera companies that had performed and even
recorded the work, but whatever scores and orchestra parts they’d used had completely disappeared.

In May 2013, NYCO’s general manager called me to ask if I had the time to create performance
materials for Endimione, after alerting me to the manuscript on the IMSLP website (International
Music Score Library Project). The entire opera had been copied circa 1780 (according to IMSLP)
for performances in Germany, and then had been bound in two volumes. In 2012, that copyist’s
manuscript was scanned at the Technische Universitit Darmstadt and posted on IMSLP. I looked
at the overture and first few arias and realized it would be a relatively simple task to enter the entire
work in a computer file, using the Sibelius music-notation software.

The hand-written pages on IMSLP are remarkably easy to read, including the lyrics, which are
in a florid, well-spaced script. To check the accuracy of the lyrics, I searched online for a reputable
copy of the libretto and I discovered that a nearby university had the complete critical edition (1984-
1999) of the works of Johann Christian Bach.

It was helpful to find a facsimile of the original printing of the libretto included as an index to
the critical edition, and the vocal ornaments in the critical edition were useful in a general way, but
the hand-copied full score was of limited value. The copyist for the critical edition clearly got fatigued,
making more mistakes than the 1780 copyist. That earlier manuscript remained my primary source.

As the rehearsal date for City Opera drew closer, I met with Gary Thor Wedow, hired by NYCO
to conduct the work, and we reviewed every page of the new score I had created. We jointly made
decisions based on our interpretation of the German copyist’s 1780 manuscript (which I had with me
in a printout) and on Maestro Wedow’s considerable expertise in 18"-century performance.

I kept track of every one of our corrections, but we decided not to include brackets around those
editorial decisions. This is a practical edition, intended for ready performance. The music is as free of
clutter as possible. In general, the notation has been modernized; i.e., the inconsistent staccato marks
in the critical edition are printed here as round dots, not a combination of wedges and dots; beams and
slurs in the vocal lines are in the modern style: beams show rhythmic groups, slurs indicate a melisma.
We left a few longer melismas without slurs to allow the singers to devise their own. We also decided
not to write out a keyboard realisation of the recitatives. In this vocal score, the recitatives appear as
they do in the 1780 copyist’s manuscript.

The bankruptcy of New York City Opera in the fall of 2013 meant that this new edition never got
tested in rehearsal and performance, but I feel confident that the remaining errors are minimal. Bear
in mind that this score may well be the first complete keyboard reduction of J.C. Bach’s Endimione.

I hope that posting this score on IMSLP will generate some interest in this music. If you are
interested in a full score and orchestra parts, for the entire work or for individual numbers, please
contact me via Facebook or LinkedIn.

Charlie Harmon

December 2017
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. o) &
Diana B E— !
Goddess of the Hunt %‘y 01
Nice ,A‘Q p 1}2
A forest Nymph '})’9 =
Amore 0 'IP‘
God of Love .Cmv } :
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SATB

Followers of Diana, Followers of Amore

INSTRUMENTATION *

2 Flutes [Flauti Traversi]
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb & C

2 Bassoons

2 Horns (in D, Eb, E, F, G, Bb)
2 Trumpets [Trombe Lunghe] in D

Timpani
Cembalo (in recitativi secchi)
Strings
R

TIMINGS

Sinfonia: 11 minutes
Act I: 51 minutes
Act II; 45 minutes

* The three-movement Sinfonia (orchestral overture) is scored for two orchestras:
Orchestra 1: 2 Oboes, 2 Bassoons, 2 Horns, Timpani, and Strings;
Orchestra 2: 2 Flutes, 2 Trumpets, and Strings.
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Parte Prima [Act One]
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Parte Seconda [Act Two]

Scena |
Rupi circondate d’alberi, con veduta di mare nel fondo.
Diana, indi Amore.
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Scena IV 167
Foresta, con montuosa nel fondo, presso all’antro di silvano
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Diana & Endimione
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Scena V

Diana, poi Nice, indi Amore col Coro di Compagni,
dopo Endimione col Coro di Cacciatori

Recitativo
Diana, Nice, Amore, & Endimione

DIANA
. /) | i i F — - ]
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No. 14 Coro Ultimo
Diana & Endimione, Nice & Amore, Coro
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