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“In the beginning was the Word…” and is the “Word” the primordial sound (vibration) from which all 
creation springs? In any event this text with all its ambiguities has spoken to me strongly enough to want to 
set it to music, in this case an a cappella choral work with solo speaker. The style of music is also 
somewhat ambiguous, from the cluster-like sounds of the 20th century avant-garde to simpler tonal settings 
– all, I believe, in service of this most mystical of Gospels. 

– W. Jay Sydeman, November 2015 
 
 
W. Jay Sydeman’s life mirrors the breadth and variety of his music. Born in New York in 1928 and 
educated at Manhattan’s Mannes School of Music, he quickly became one of the most sought-after and 
honored composers of his generation, receiving commissions from such prestigious groups as the Lincoln 
Center for the Performing Arts, the Tanglewood Music Center, and the Boston Symphony, which 
premiered his orchestral work in memory of John F. Kennedy in 1966. “Sydeman uses a whole battery of 
far out techniques,” wrote the New York Times, “but he has an uncanny ability to throw in the whole 
avant-garde machinery as if it were the simplest, most normal way of making music in the world ... More 
than many of his colleagues, he seems to know what will sound well, and he works for some remarkably 
attractive, pure textures. His sounds seem to grow from a physical sense of exactly what material is right.” 

In 1970, after a heady period that included awards from the National institute of Arts and Letters, the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra and Library of Congress, Sydeman left New York – and composition – to 
begin a journey of personal and artistic exploration. 

“Around 1980,” he has written, “I returned to composition – at first a large number of choral works which 
reconnected me to the source of all music – the human voice. Out of this new lyric impulse have evolved 
all of my works since that time – more romantic, more accessible. I create music for the musician.” 

– Howard Hersh,  
Artistic Director of “Music Now” 
 
Sydeman is part of a composers' group in Nevada City annually producing the "Wet Ink Festival of New 
Music."  He now lives in Mendocino and hosts a bi-weekly program on KZYX, "The Mind of a 
Composer", 10 am to noon on Mondays, introducing and commenting on contemporary music. 
 
 
Duration:  circa 11:00 
 
To contact the composer: 
(707) 937-1658 
jaysyde@gmail.com 
www.williamjaysydeman.com 
 
 
Edited and engraved by Rick Shinozaki (Albany, CA) in consultation & collaboration with the composer. 
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ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

Più mosso  q = c 82
œb > œ> œ

will of the

œœbn > œœn > œœb
will of the

œn > œb > œ
will of the

œb > œ> œb
will of the!

œœbb >>> œœœn >>> œœb
œœnb >>>> œœb >>>> œœb

rit.
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flesh,
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flesh,
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flesh,

œb Œ Ó
flesh, !

wwwnn
œb Œ Ów

p

p

p

p
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a tempo

˙ œ œ
of the

˙̇ œb
nor

œb > œ> œ>
nor of the

!
!

˙̇̇> œœnb > œ
œb > œ> œ>

F

F

˙b œ- œ-
flesh, of the

œ œ œ# œ
of the will

œ> œ> œ
will of

!
!

œœb > œ> œœ# œœ
œ> œ> œn

˙# œn œ
flesh, but of

˙# ˙
of man,

œ# .˙
man,

Ó œ œœ#
but of!

˙˙## œn œ˙n
œ# œ œ œœ#
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66 ˙ ˙
God

w
˙n ˙
of God

˙n ˙b
God of!

˙ ˙̇w
˙̇nn ˙b

p sub.

p sub.

p sub.

p sub.

p sub.

˙ ˙
of

˙b Ó

˙ ˙
of of

˙b ˙
God of!

˙̇b
˙̇

˙̇b ˙

w
God.

w
God.

wwb
God.
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71 w

w
ww

!

ww
ww

And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us -
and we beheld His Glory - the Glory as of the only
begotten of the Father - full of grace and truth.

!U

!U

!U

!U

!U

!U

!

!

!

œ œ
And the!

!
œ œ

F

F

Andante  q = c 74F

!

!

!
˙ œ

Word was!

!
˙ œ

!

!

!

˙b
made !

!
˙b
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.œn Jœ œ œ
flesh, and dwelt a!

!
.œn Jœ œ œ

!

!

!
œb œ

mong us!
!

œb œ

!

!

!
œ œb œ ‰ Jœ

and dwelt a!
!

œ œb œ ‰ Jœ

!

!

!
œ# œn ‰ Jœ

mong us a!
!

œ# œn ‰ Jœ

!

!

!

œ .œ Jœ
mong us a!

! ?

œ .œ Jœ

!

!

Œ œ# œ
And the

œ œ .œ jœ#
mong us a!

Œ œ# œ

œ œ .œ jœ#
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˙ œ
Word was

œn œb œ œb œb œ
mong us a!

˙ œ

œn œb œ œb œb œ

!

!

˙n
made

œ# œ œ
mong us!

˙n

œ# œ œ

!

!

.œ# jœ œ œ
flesh, and dwelt a

œn œn œ œn
and the Word was!

.œ# Jœ œ œ

œn œn œ œn

P sub.

P sub.

P sub.
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!

œ œ
mong us

œ œ œ œb
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œ œn œ œb
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and dwelt a
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- -

-

16



&

&

V
?
ã
?
?

42

42

42

42
42
42

42

43

43

43

43
43
43

43

87 !

!

œb .œ jœ
mong us a

œn œ# œ œ œb
dwelt a mong!œb .œ Jœ

œn œ# œ œ œb

!

!

œ œ
mong us,

œn œ œ#
a mong us,!œ œ &

œ œ œ#

!

œ# œ
And the

!

!
!

œ# œ
!
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!

˙ œ
Word was

‰ Jœn œb œ œ# œ
And the

!
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˙ œ
‰ Jœn œb œ œ# œ
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.˙n
made

˙n œ œ
Word was made

‰ Jœb œ œb œ œ
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œb ‰ jœ# œ œ
flesh, and dwelt a

œ œ œ œ
flesh,

jœb ‰ œ# œ#
Word the !

œb ‰ jœ# œ œ
œœb œœ# œ œœ#

!

œ œ
mong us,

œ œ œ œ
and dwelt a

jœn ‰ œ
Word was!

œ œ
œœn œ œœ œ

!

œ œ .œ# jœ
and dwelt and

œ œ œ# œ# œ
mong us,œ œ œ œ œ

made flesh and!
œœ œœ œœ## œœ# œ
œ œ œ œ œœ#

!

œ# œ œ# œ œ
dwelt a mong

œ œ œ œ# œ
and the

œ œ# œ œ œ
dwelt a mong!

œ# œ œœ# œœ œœ œ
œœ œ# œ œ œ
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˙
us,

œ œb œ œb
Word was

jœn ‰ œ
us us,!
œ̇ œb œ œb

jœn ‰ œ
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97 Œ œb œ
And the

jœ ‰ ‰ jœ œ# œ
and dwelt a

œ œb ˙
made

.˙
!jœ ‰ œb œ œœ# œ

œ œb ˙.˙

F ˙b œ
Word was

œ œn œb œ œ
mong us

.˙

.˙
!

œn œ œb œ œœ˙b
..˙̇

.˙
made

jœ# ‰ ˙
and the

Ó ‰ Jœn
and

‰ Jœ œ# œ œ# œ
And the Word!

Jœ# ‰ .œ Jœœn.˙
‰ Jœ œ# œ œ# œ
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F

.œn Jœ œ œ
flesh, and dwelt a

œ œ# œn œ#
Word be

œ œn œ œn œb
the Word was made

˙# œ œ
was made!

œœ œ# œ œœn œœ#œb
œ# œ œ œn œ œ
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101 œ œ
mong us,

œn œ œb œ
came flesh

˙̇b
flesh,

œ œ
flesh, !œn œœn œ œb œœœœb

œ

œ œ .œ Jœ
and dwelt a

œ# œ# œn
and dwelt

œœ œ œn œ
and dwelt a

œ œ# œ# œ œ#
and dwelt a!œ œ œœœ# œ œ

œ# œ# œ# œœn œœ#

œ# .œ Jœ
mong us, a

œ ˙n
a

œ# œn œ
mong

œ œ ˙#
mong us,!

œœ## œœœnn œ œ
œn œ ˙#

jœ# ‰ .œ jœ
mong us, a

.œ jœ# œ
mong us

˙n œ
us.

œ# œ œ œ œb
a mong us.!
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Jœb ‰ jœ ‰ Œ Œ
mong us.

œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œn
a mong us.

œ Œ Ó

!
!

Jœb Jœ œœ# œ œ œ œ œnœ Œ Ó

rit.

Ó ‰ jœ œ œ œb œn
And we be held His

˙N ‰ jœ œ œ œn œn
And we be held His

Ó ‰ jœ œ œ œb œn
And we be held His

Ó œn œ œ œb œ
and we be held His!

˙ ‰ jœœ# œœ œœ œœbn œœn
Ó œn œ œœ œœ œb œ

f

f

f

f

f

Adagio  q = c 50
œn œ .œ œ œ# œ œ

glo ry, And we be

œ œ .œ ˙
glo ry

œ œ .œ œ œ œn œ
gloglo ry, And we beœn œn œ ‰ Jœ ‰ œ
glo ry glo ry,!
œœn œœ ..œœ ˙ Jœ# œ œ
œn œn œ ‰ œ œ œœn œ
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108 œ# œ œ# œ .œ ˙
held His glo ry,

œ# œ# .œ Œ Œ œ œ
glo ry, And we

œ# œ œ œn .œ# ˙
held His glo ry

Ó ‰ jœ# œ œ
And we be!

œ# œ œ# œ ..œœ# ˙̇œ# œ# .œ Œ Œ œ œ
œ# œ œ œn $ ‰ ‰ jœ œ œn

f
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f

!

œ œn œn
be held His

.œ
glo

jœn œ
held !

œ œn œn.œ
jœn œ

!

œ œ .œ jœ
glo ry,
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Jœ œ#
His !

œ œ .œ jœ.œ
Jœ# œ#
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111 Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ œ# œ
3 3

and we be held His glo ry,

.œ jœ# œ œ œ# œ# œ œ
3 3

and we be held His glo ry,

.˙ Œ
ry,œ# œ .œ .˙
glo ry, !

..œœ jœœ# œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ# œœ
3

3œ# œ .œ .˙.˙ Œ
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Solo

Solo

Soli
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Ó ˙
the

˙ œ œ#
the glo ry

!
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Ó œ̇ œ#
˙ Œ Œ
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Poco meno mosso

Tutti

Tutti

Ó ˙
the

œ œ# œn œ .œ œ
glo ry glo ry

œn œ .œ ˙ œ
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˙ œ œ#
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glo ry glo ry!œ œ# ˙˙ œn œ .œ œ

.˙ œ œnœn œ .œ œ œ œ#

" œ œ# œn œ .œ .œ
glo ry glo ry

œ œ œn œ œ .œ
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œ œ ˙ .œ
of as

œn œ .œ ˙ jœ œn
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œ œ ˙̇ .œœn œ .œ Jœ œn

.˙ .œ

.˙ .œ
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117 œ œ œ œ
the on ly be
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the on ly be
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˙
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œœ œœ œœ# œœ
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Poco più mosso  q = c 65
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œ œ œ œ
got ten of the

œ œn œ œœn
got ten of the

œ œn œn
of

œn œn œ
of the!
œœ œœn œœ œœœn
œœn œn œœnn œ

Jœ œn
fa ther,

Jœœnn œœn
fa ther,

!
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J
œœœnn œœœnn
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the on ly
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the on ly.˙
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Œ ‰ Jœ œœ## œœ

.‰̇ Jœ œ# œ œ
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P

œ œ œ> œb œn œb
ly be got ten of the

œ jœn .œb
on ly

˙ Œ
˙ Œ

!
œœ œ œœn > œœbb œn œb
˙̇ Œ

œb > œb ˙ .œ
fa ther,

Œ œ# > œ œ .œ
of the

Œ Œ œn > œb .œ
fa ther,

Œ Œ Œ œ œ œb
of the fa!

œb > œb ˙ ..œœŒ œ#
>

œ œ
Ó œn >

œb .œœ œ œb
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œ œb œ œn œb œ œn œ
the on ly be got ten of

w
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ther, !
wœ œb œ œn œb œ œn œ
wwb

Œ . Œ œ# œ
full of

œ œ œ œ œ# œ# œ
of the fa ther full of

Œ . Œ œn œ
full of

Œ . Œ œn œ
full of!

œ œ œ œ œ# œœ# œœœ
Œ . Œ œ œF

F

F

F
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rit.

.œ# Jœn ˙nU
grace and truth

.œ# jœœnn ˙bU
grace and truth

˙ œbU œn œb
grace truth full of

.œ Jœb ˙bU
grace and truth!U

..œœ## Jœœnn ˙̇nb U
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grace and truth of
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and truth and truth!

.œ jœn œ œœ# œœœ##
‰ Jœb œb œ œ œb œb œ

Fa tempo
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rit.

F

.œ# Jœn œ œ# œ œn
grace and truth truth

.œn Jœb œ œ œ# œn
grace and truth truth

.œ Jœ# œ œ œ œn
grace and truth truth

œ# œ œ œ# œ œ œb œ
full of grace and truth!..œœ#n Jœœnb œœœn œœœ#b œœœ# œœœnnn

œœ# œ œ œœ## œn œn œb œ

rit. a tempo

Ó ‰ jœ# œ# œœ
and truth.

Ó œ œ# œ œœn
and truth.
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and truth.
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full of grace and truth,!
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John bare witness of Him
and cried saying:
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Allegro  q = c 135
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œ œ œ œ ˙#
Him of whom I spoke,

œœ# œœ œœ œœ ˙̇n
Him of whom I spoke,

œ# œ œ œ ˙
Him of whom I spoke,
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!
!
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œ# œ œ œ Ó

.˙ Œ

..˙̇ Œ

.˙ Œ
œ œ œ# œ œn œ œn

He that com eth af ter me

œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ
He that com eth af ter me!
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œœ œœ œœ## œœ œœn œœ œœn
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is pre ferred
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Œ œ œ
that

˙ Œ
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œ Œ œ
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Œ Œ œ
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For the law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ.
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