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O compositor

José Rodrigues Domingues de Meireles nasceu em Pitangui no final do século X VIII. Atuou como flautista e
Mestre-de-capela da vila de Pitangui até aproximadamente 1830.

A obra

Quando, em 1263, Sao Boaventura efetuou o reconhecimento do corpo de Santo Antdnio constatou que, entre as
cinzas e os 0ssos, a lingua do santo estava perfeita, como a de uma pessoa viva, apesar de estar enterrada ha trinta
e dois anos. Inspirado por este fato compds o poema “O Lingua Benedicta”, que ¢ utilizado em Minas Gerais,
desde o século XVIII, nas Novenas de Santo Antdnio, celebradas anualmente em 15 de fevereiro.

O texto

O lingua benedicta quo Dominum semper benedixisti et alios benedicere docuisti. Nunc perspicui et cernitur
quanti meriti sueris apud Deum.

O lingua bendita que sempre bendisseste o Senhor e ensinaste outros a bendizer. Agora se vé claramente quanto
merecimento tiveste junto de Deus.

Aspectos editoriais

Foram utilizados manuscritos musicais copiados no final do século XIX e inicio do século XX. Sao documentos
que contém diversas imperfei¢des, naturais em copias manuscritas; por essa razao, fizeram-se as retificagdes que
foram aplicadas a partitura revista. Para isso, foram adotados os seguintes critérios editoriais:

1- Aplicaram-se normas e convengdes atuais de escrita musical para notacdo geral, claves, instrumentos
transpositores, denominagio e disposi¢do de instrumentos e vozes na partitura, bem como para indica¢des de
articulagdo, dinamica e agdgica.

2- Foram realizadas no texto musical as indica¢des de repeticdo e dobramentos.

3- Ligaduras de expressdo e de valor acrescentadas foram pontilhadas.

4- Indicacdes de andamento, expressao, dindmica e agogica sao fiéis aos originais e foram colocadas entre
colchetes quando ausentes na fonte ou acrescentadas.

5- Acidentes redundantes e preventivos foram omitidos.

6- A ortografia do texto latino segue as normas atuais.



The composer

Jos¢ Rodrigues Domingues de Meireles was born in Pitangui, by the end of the X VIII Century. He worked as a
flutist and Chapel-Master of Pitangui Village until about 1830.

The work

When, in 1263, Saint Bonaventura recognized the corpse of Saint Anthony, he remarked that, among ashes and
bones, the tongue of the saint was kept perfect, like the one of a living person, in spite of having been buried for
thirty-two years. Inspired by this fact, he composed the poem “O Lingua Benedicta”, which has been used in Minas
Gerais since the XVIII century in Saint Anthony’s Novenas celebrated yearly on the 15th of February.

The text

O lingua benedicta quo Dominum semper benedixisti et alios benedicere docuisti. Nunc perspicui et cernitur
quanti meriti sueris apud Deum.

Oh blessed tongue that had always praised the Lord and had taught others how to praise Him. Now we can see
clearly how much merit thou had before God.

Editorial aspects

Musical manuscripts copied by the end of the 19th century and in the beginning of the 20th century were used.
These are documents containing several imperfections, which are natural in manuscriptal copies. For this reason,
the adjustments that were applied to the reviewed score were made. For such, the following editorial criteria were
adopted:

1- Current norms and conventions of musical writing for general notation, clefs, transpositional instruments,
denomination and disposition of instruments and voices within the score, as well as for the indications of
articulation, dynamics and agogics were applied.

2- The indications of repetition and doubles were made in the musical text.

3- Added expression and value slurs were dotted.

4- Indications of pace, expression, dynamics and agogics are faithful to the originals and were placed between
braces, when they are absent in the source or were added.

5- Redundant and preventive accidents were omitted.

6- The spelling of the Latin text follows the current norms.
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