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ORCHESTRATION  
Flute  
Oboe  
Clarinet in Bb 
Bassoon  
French Horn 
Trumpet in Bb 
Trombone  
Vibraphone 
Piano 
Harp 
Violin I 
Violin II 
Viola 
Cello 
Double Bass 
 
 
ABOUT THE PIECE  
 - Entropy was written in March 2009 in North Vancouver and Montreal.  
 - The duration of the piece is about 6 minutes. 
 
 
PERFORMANCE NOTES  
In Entropy the tempo is not steady but constantly decelerates throughout the piece as the harmonic 
process slowly breaks down. 
 
 
PROGRAMME NOTES  
One of the ideas involved in the concept of entropy is that nature tends from order to disorder in 
isolated systems.  
More energy is always required to create than to destroy.  
As Entropy increases energy and order are lost.  
Degeneration is inevitable.  
The centre cannot hold.  
 
This piece is dedicated to my two year old son Julian who, as it turns out, is an agent of entropy himself. 
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Perpetual Decelerando 

q = 144  Begin Decelerando (given tempi are approximate, decel. should be very smooth) q = 136 continue decel.
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q = 128 continue decel.
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pedal down throughout
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q = 120 continue decel.A
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q = 112  continue decel. q = 104 continue decel.
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
 

    

  

 
   

 

  
    
























 





























 













































 





 


































 

     

     

     

        

   

     

     

     

     

      

     

     



  

     

  

    
 



    
 


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

















Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Vib.

Pno.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

q = 56 continue decel.

32

mp




















































  


 





3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3











  

 

 




     
 


      




  

 
  

    


 

  




 


  

     
  

  
   

 

 


 

        


  




 

  

     



 

    
  

 
     


   

  
































































































































 






  

     

     



    

     

     

     

     

       

  

     

     

     

     

     

  

      


    

  

Entropy © Jordan Nobles, North Vancouver/Montréal, March 2009
www.jordannobles.com

10





















Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Vib.

Pno.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

mp

e = q = 96 continue decel.

D35

mp

mp

mp

mp

mp

D

mp

mf

mf












 




 


 


 


 















 


   




 

3 3 3 3



3



3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3








 

 
   






 







 







      
    

    
    


 







 

 
        

     



 






   
     


  


   

 

 

    

 
  



 
  

   








  





















































 



















    

     

 
   

     

 
   

       

     

   

   

     

 

  

     

     

     

      

    

  

    
  
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

















Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Vib.

Pno.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

q = 88 continue decel. q = 80 continue decel.

39

mp

mp

mf

mp


 




 





 


  


    





































    


 

3 3



3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

 









 






 



















 



       



 







  
   

 




 



  



 







 





 
 








  
 

  



 



  

 
     

     





















































































  



























































    



  

    



   

      

     

     

     











    

     

    









    

 

    




    
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
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
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Bsn.

Hn.

Tpt.

Tbn.

Vib.

Pno.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

q = 72 continue decel.E
44

E
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
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
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
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



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
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
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
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
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


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
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
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






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


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














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













































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

















   


     
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e = q = 96 continue decel. q = 88 continue decel.
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q = 80 continue decel. q = 72  continue decel.G
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q = 64 continue decel. q = 56 continue decel.
e = q = 96 continue decel.
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q = 88 continue decel. q = 80 continue decel. q = 72 continue decel.I
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