






Karl Valentin

Karl Valentin(1853–1918)had many functions in the musicallifeof his day.
One of them wasas a composer,though this sideof his personalityis lesswell
known today.Nowadays,he is better rememberedas a writer.Asa composer,
he mainlydedicatedhimselfto solosongs.

Valentingrewup in Gothenburg to a familyof Jewishorigin. In 1873he
began his studiesat UppsalaUniversity– mainly law,but he also took lessons
in musictheory for JacobAxelJosephson,the university’sdirectormusices. In
1879,Valentincontinued his musicaleducationin Leipzig,which wasthen
the evidentplaceto go for higher musicalstudies.In 1885,he arguedhis thesis
StudienüberdieschwedischenVolksmelodien. With this work,Valentinbecame
the �rst Swedishpersonin modern times to passa doctoratein music.He then
returned to his home town, wherehe wasveryactivein musicallifeas a pianist
and composeramongstother things.

In 1897,he movedto Stockholm,wherehe �rst taught at Richard
Andersson’sschoolof music,but alsocame to write musicreviewsfor the daily
newspaperSvenskaDagbladet. In 1900, he publisheda two-volumegeneral
historyof music,whichcan be seenas a pioneeringwork.In Stockholm,he
alsodedicatedhimselffor so-calledfolkconcerts,which he had alreadybegun
in Gothenburg.

From 1901to his death, he wasthe secretaryof KungligaMusikaliska
Akademien(�e RoyalSwedishAcademyof Music),to which he waselected
in 1897.During the greaterpart of his time as secretary(1901to 1918),he
wasalsoa teacherof musichistoryand aestheticsat Musikkonservatoriet(�e
RoyalConservatoryof Music),which formedpart of the Academy.
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