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2EIKINOY ENITA®IOZ

H emtddio emypadry tov Zekidov
avakaAUdOnke TOo 1883 amd TOV Xep
Fov{Alap Mitoel Papoed kovtd otig apyaies
TpdMelg (kovtd otnv Edeco), ot Mikp&
Aola. Xpovohoyeltat petagy tou 2 aL X
ko 1 . X, Ko TIEPLEYEL €EvaL TTOMUO HE
pouolkry To omolo Bewpeltat 1 apxadTePN
pouolkry  ouvBeomn  mou  €xel  Ppedel
0AOKATIPWG. O ZelkiAog 1jtav Aupikdg Ttontrig
Kol HOUOLKOG Kotd tnv EAAnvioTkn} emox,
Kal To Tpoyoudt elval odlepwpevo otnv
yuvaika tov, Eutéprm. (Metd to monpa
UG pXeL TO Kelpevo “Zelkiog-Eutépfrm]” ov
onuadvel “o Zelklog oty Eutépmn.”) H
pHoppdpvn oTrjAn Tou dEpel TV eMITaPLa
emypoadry PBpokdtav  oTtO  pouoeio NG
L0pvng, 0AG xdBnke katd TNV SLPKELX TN
Mikpoolatikris  Ekotpateiag  (1919-1922),
mpotov Bpebel amd tov Ramsay. H otriin
Bploketatr oto EBvikd Movoeio g Aaviag
(Nationalmuseet), atnv Komeyydyn.

XV enypadr| xpnotgormoletal evog
eldoug apyatoeAAnVIkY} onpeloypadia, otnv
omolor ot véteG ypddovtal ooV YPEUMKTO
Mévw ammd TG CUANABES, €V Ol XPOVLKEG
a&leq oupBoAllovtal pe ypoppeg Tvw artd
To kPG ypdppaTar (TLy. Koplor ypaupr elvat
€vag Xpovog, ploe ypappr eivatr dvo xpdvol
KAT). To €ldog Ttou Tpayoudlol Aéyetal
IkONov  (okGAiov  ugrog) kol gival  éva
TpayoUdl pe ouvodelo Apag, To ormolo

Tpayovdldtay  TPOG  TO  TENOG  €vdg
oupmooiovu.
KEIMENO TOY ENITA®IOY

“Eikadv n AlBog ey, tiBnoti ue Zeikirog €vla
pvriung aBavdrov, oarjua moAuypdviov”

(Eikova eluai, autri n TETpa- 0 ZeikiAog e
agLepwvel o€ abavatn uvrun, Eva Vnueo
Yl ToAd ypovia).

SEIKILOS' EPITAPH

The epitaph of Seikilos was discovered by Sir
William Mitchell Ramsay in 1883, near Aydin in Turkey
(close to Ephesus) in Asia Minor. It is dated between
200 BC and 100 AD, and it contains a song which is
considered to be the oldest complete musical
composition ever found. Seikilos was a lyric poet and
musician during the Hellenistic period, and his song is
dedicated to his wife, Euterpe. (After the poem the
epitaph writes “Zelkidog-Evtép[mn]”, which means
“Seikilos to Euterpe.”) The marble stele which bears the
text and song was in the museum of Smyrna (Izmir) but
was lost during the Greco-Turkish War (1919-1922)
before being discovered by W.M. Ramsay. It is now
located in the National Museum of Denmark
(Nationalmuseet), in Copenhagen.

The song uses ancient greek notation, in which
pitches are written as letters above the syllables, while
the durations of the notes are depicted by signs over
those letters (e.g. no lines means one duration; one line
means double duration, etc). The song is a skolion
(okSAiov ugrog), and it is a kind of song that would be
sung at the end of a symposium, usually accompanied
by a lyre.

TEXT OF THE EPITAPH

“Eikav n AlBog ey, tiBnot ue Xelkirog €vla pvriung
aBavdrov, orjua moAuypdvioV'

(I am a tombstone, an icon; Seikilos placed me here as
an long-lasting sign of immortal remembrance.).



KEIMENO TEXT
C 2 7Z KIZ1 K I ZIK O C O®
r \-_;/ r r \.-/ r r
Ocov (Ng, gaivov, undév OAm¢ oV Avmov,
. . —_— Ll —_— .
C K Z1 \IS;K C C\)g) C KO I Z K CIECXJ
r 4 r 14 14 \.._P/I
TPOC OAlyov gotl to {1V, T0 TEAOC O YPOVOC QTOLTEL

Metddppaon: Translation:

Ooo (eis, va yaipeoau While you live, be happy
va un Avrtdoou kaBéAou - don't suffer [be sad] at all;
yiati n {wrj elvat ovvroun because life is short

0 Ypovos anrautel o TEAoS. and time demands its toll ftime leads to death/
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YXxpovn onpeloypadia) (interpretation in modern western notation
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