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THE LILY OF KILLARNEY.

DRAMATIS PERSONZE.

Ermy O’Conxor (the Colleen Bawn)... .ee wee  Soprano.
Mgzs. CrEGAN ee  Contralto.
SEEELAE ... . oo vee - e e «oo  Contralto.
Miss ANN Crute (the Heiress) o Soprano.
HarprEss CREGAN ... oo Tenore.
Myvres Na CoPPALEEN eee  Tenore.
Mz. CorRIGAN «o  Basso.
Faruer Toum ... Basso.
O’Mooge ... ... Basso.
Danny Mann «s Baritono,

The Opera of “The Lily of Killarney” is a musical version of the drama of the “Colleen
Bawn,” whose thrilling and yet simple history is admirably adapted to lyrical expression.
The curtain rises on a party of HarDrESS CREGAN’S friends enjoying the hospitality of the
Hall at Tore Cregan, exhibiting the careless joyousmess of the Irish temperament, and
characteristically ending in a race by moonlight to try the relative mettle of two of the
guests’ horses. Mrs. CREGAN, left alone, receives the visit of CORRIGAN a “middle-man.”
Vulgar, obsequious, and graspingly ambitious, he holds a mortgage on the Cregan estates, and
is anxious to see young CREGAN married to the heiress ANN CHUTE as the only ¢hance of
payment, and failing which he hints at being willing to take the hand of the still attractive
Mrs. Cregan in satisfaction, an idea which is scornfully repulsed by the proud matron.
Hardress Cregan’s humble confidant and faithful follower, the boatman DANNY MANN, is now
heard singing, and Corrigan informs Mrs. Cregan that he is waiting to take her son to see the
CoLLEEN BawN, the peasant rival of Ann Chute, and to confirm his information he causes
her to watch thg signal exchanged by Hardress with his mistress, whose light is seen turning
at her cottage window across the lake, and is extinguished simultaneously with that held by
Hardress, who has appeared on the stage at Danny’s vocal summons., Danny and Hardress
then disappear on their joint expedition, leaving Mrs. Cregan in despair at the discovery, and
Corrigan triumphant. After an interview between Corrigan and MyLEs NA COPPALEEN,
the peasant lover of Colleen Bawn, still devoted to her though knowing her to be another’s, in
which he tries to get information as to the secret amours of Hardress, we are introduced into
the cottage of the Colleen Bawn, where FaTaER ToM, the good priest who watches over her,
endeavours to persuade her to get Hardress to proclaim his marriage to her openly. When
the object of the poor girl's love appears, however, he attempts to make her abandon the
marriage certificate and promise to conceal their union altogether; but Myles intervenes to
prevent the success of his base scheme, anil the priest reappearing, binds her by an oath never
to part with her “marriage lines.” Hardress, enraged at her submission, departs, bidding her
farewell for ever and leaving her senseless from einotion. Hardress, in the 2nd Act, is seen



prosecuting his suit to Ann Chute, but haunted with remorse at his desertion. Danny Manu,
whose devotion knows no limits, noting his master’s trouble, offers to do away with its cause
by a summary process, but being repelled with horror, Le still clings to the only solution in
his eyes of the difficulty, and expresses his readiness to act if young Cregan will but send his’
glove as a token secretly understood between them that the Colleen is to disappear. Mean-
while Corrigan still presses his loathsome alternative on Mrs. Cregan, when Hardress, who is
present, threatens to brain him, and the middle-man retires with taunts and threats. Danny
Mann overhears this scene, and insinuates to Mrs. Cregan that if she can get her son to send
his glove as a token he will soon remove the only impediment to the happiness of the family
he is attached to. Mrs. Cregan disappears awhile and re-enters with the desired symbol of
her son’s wishes, which Danny Mann eagerly seizes, and proceeds to act upon it. Poor EiLy
O’CoNNOR is seduced by him to enter his boat under the notion her husband has sent for
her; and, though frightened by the desperate manner and menacing hints of Danny, who has
primed himself with drink. for his odious task, she commits herself to his care, in spite of
Myles na Coppaleen’s warnings. Her alarm is soon shown to be well founded, when Danny
Mann rows her to a solitary water cave, and bidding her step out upon a rock, tells her she
must resign the marriage lines or take them with her to the bottom of the lake. Myles, who
uses the cave as a secret haunt, prevents this threat from being literally fulfilled by shooting
Danny Mann, whom he takes for an otter in the dim light, and saving the Colleen Bawn,
whose body he spies beneathi the water, and rescues by means of a “header.” The end of
the tale is almost as soon told as guessed. Hardress is arrested for murder as an accomplice
of Danny Mann, who, wounded but not dead, makes a dying confession of the scheme against
the Colleen Bawn’s life. Corrigan, who has brought the soldiery about Ann Chute’s house
at the moment of young Cregan’s marriage with the heiress, is nearly triumphing in his
revenge, when Myles na Coppaleen produces the living Eily O’Connor, or rather Eily Cregan,
Hardress’ lawful wife, and Mrs. Cregan absolves her son of even intentional guilt by confess-
ing that she alone procured the glove that was to convey to Danny Mann the order to execute
his wicked design.
The scene is laid in Ireland.
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No. 5. RECITATIVE AND ROMANCE.
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ACT II.

HUNTING CHORUS AND SOLO.

Allegro brillante.
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No. 21. CONCERTED PIECE.
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