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Double-Reed Ternion and Double-Reed Riddle

Anton Heiller, with his love of the sound of double-reed instruments,
suggested that Malcolm Hill should one day consider writing contrapuntal
pieces for the organ which would easily transfer to be played by a combination
of obes and bassoons, with or without cor anglais, heckelphone and contra-
bassoon; even if the organ version was essentially based on principals and
flutes.

In 1973, after Malcolm had written a Prelude for organ, he simultaneously
composed Trio for organ and Ternion for oboe, car anglais and bassoon. A few
days later he composed Conundrum for organ and Riddle for oboe, cor anglais
and either hecklephone+bassoon or two bassoons.

The final organ work, Prelude, Trio and Conundrum was listed as mj75.

Ternion was listed as mj75.4 and can stand alone or precede Riddle in
performance.

Riddle was listed as mj75.5 (the version for oboe, cor anglais, heckelphone and
bassoon) and mj75.6 (the version for oboe, cor anglais and two bassoons), and
again can stand alone or be performed straight after Ternion.
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