A SACRED IDYLL.

The Music compused and dedicated to

Mus: Doc: Cantab:

——— *, _

, /o
LEnt. Sta Hall H'lre7/lkl/.

The Orchestral accompaniments arranged
for the Pianoforte by the Composer.

Chorus parts are published.

LONDON HAMBURG

Novello, Ewer and C?
Berners Street .

G.W. Niemeyer.






Naowl

PREFACE.

THIS work is supposed to commence at the time when Naomi — still sorrowing for her
dead, determines to return to her native land, and to her own people, longing, we
may imagine, for the comfort to be derived from the sympathy of those who knew her
in her youth, and whose faith and religion were the same as her own.

Mrs. Finn in her charming book — “Home in the Holy Land”, most graphically
describes the scene of the gathering in of the harvest at Bethlehem, showing that even
at the present day many of the old customs still retain their hold upon the people.
The following quotation may therefore not be without interest here, as it was suggestive
to the compiler of the Libretto, the greater part of which, although selected from the
Bible, received such additions as the author trusts may not be deemed inappropriate
or out of keeping with the simple grace and religious character of the Hebrew Story.

Harvest in Bethlehem. “The grain was rather pulled than cut, and as each hand-
ful was taken, the reaper gave it a flourishing swing up into his bosom, (see Psalm 129, 7.)
As they reaped they sang — one led, the rest responded in chorus, “reaping with joy,”
and now and then the women who were getting the grain into bundles would stop
and clap their hands with measured beat, and then go off into the shrill el-el-lu. The
gleaners, mostly old women and young girls, followed hard upon the reapers, filling
the corners of their veil (Ruth 3, 15.) with such ears as had fallen from the hands
of the reapers. Presently there was a bustle among the people — the songs became
louder — the chorus vociferous. The owner, one of the shiekhs of the town, had
come from Bethlehem to inspect progress. “God be with you” (Allah ma koom.)
“God bless thee.” “May he strengthen your bodies.” “And thine.” And the singing
was resumed, and the reaping went on more briskly than ever. After the gleaners
follow oxen, sheep, goats, cows, asses, and camels, eagerly cropping the fresh straw
and picking up the stray ears which had escaped the gleaners.”

The devoted tenderness of Ruth to her Mother-in-law in her deep sorrow and
affliction is fully returned by -Naomi’s earnest love, as shown in her endeavour to
reward her daughter-in-law by effecting an alliance for her with her rich kinsman
Boaz, according to Jewish custom; so, that although Ruth is, without doubt, the
most attractive, Naomi must ever remain the prominent-character of the Narrative, there-
fore her name has been chosen in preference to that of Ruth.
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NARRATIVE.

1t came to pass when Eli governed the people
of Israel, that there was a famine in the land.
And a certain man of Bethlehem-judab, with his
wife Naomi, and his two sons went to sojourn
in the land of Moab. And the man died. Then
the two sons took unto them Orpah, and Ruth,
daughters of Moab, to wife, And these men died
also.

CHORUS.

Man that is born of a woman is of few days
and full of trouble. All flesh is grass, and all the
beauty thereof is as the flower of the field. The
grass withereth, and the flower fadeth, but the
word of the Lord abideth for ever.

Job. 14, 1. Isaiah 40, 6, 8.

RECIT. NAOMI.

Alone toward my native land

1 bend my weary way;

No earthly joys to me remain,

No loving hands my steps sustain:
Bow’d to the earth with grief,
Where shall I find relief?

Lord to thee I turn mine eyes,
Help thy servant ere she dies.

DUETT. RUTH and ORPAH.
Nay, Mother, we to Judah go,
Are we not partners in thy woe?
Our watchful love thy steps shall tend,
And from all care thy life defend.
RECIT. NAOMI.

Go, rcturn my daughters, each to her Mother’s
house: the Lord deal kindly with you, as ye have
dealt kindly with the dead and me. The Lord
grant that ye may find rest, each of you in the
house of her husband.

RECIT. RUTH and ORPAH.
Surcly wo will return with thee unto thy people.

RECIT. NAOMIL.

Turn again my daughters, for the hand of the
Lord is gone out against me.

NARRATIVE.

Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their
voices and wept. And Orpah kissed her Mother-
in-law, and turned to go again to her own people;
but Ruth clave unto her.

RECIT. NAOMI.

Behold, thy sister is gone back unto her people,
and unto her gods. Go, follow her.

ARIA. RUTH.

Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee: whither thou goest I will
go, and where thou dwellest I will dwell: where
thou diest I will die, and sleep in death with
thee. Thy people shall be my people, and thy
God my God.

NARRATIVE.

So Naomi suffered Ruth to bear her company.
And they came to Bethlehem-judah in the be-
ginning of barley harvest, and the city was moved
at the sight of them.

CHORUS.

What women strange are these clad in the garb
of woe? Traces of deep sorrow o'er their faces
linger, and they turn aside to weep. Yet surcly
one we know? Yes, it is Naomi.

RECIT. NAOML

Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Al-
mighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went
out full and the Lord hath brought me home again
empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing that the
Lord hath testified against me, and the Almighty
hath afflicted me.

CHORUS.
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
Psalm 126, 6.
NARRATIVE.

Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s,
s mighty man of wealth, whosc name was Boaz.
And Ruth said unto Naomi — Let me go glean,
that we may have bread. And she said — Go, my
daughter. And Ruth gleaned in the fields of Boaz.

CORN FIELDS OF BOAZ.
CHORUS.

Songs of gladness let us sing
Unto God, our bounteous King!
Who hath bid the earth bestow
All the riches she can grow:
Corn, and wine, and oil in store,
Can we desire or ask for more?
Then unto God, our bounteous King!
Songs of gladness we will sing.

RECIT. BOAZ.
The Lord be with you.

CHORUS.

The blessing of the Lord be upon you, we bless
you in the Name of the Lord.  Psalm 129, 8.



RECIT. BOAZ.
Bless the Lord of Israel, O my people, that he
hath caused the earth to yield her increase. Bless
His Holy Name.

CHORUS.

To the Lord of the harvest, we offer our praise,
To God, our deliverer, our voices we raise!

For the famine, dire curse of God’s anger, is o’er,
And the earth yields her increase again as of yore.
To the Lord of the harvest, we offer our praise,
To God, our deliverer, our voices we raise!

RECIT. BOAZ.

What damsel fair is this? Her face I1know not,
yet much it moveth me.

CHORUS of MAIDENS.

’Tis Ruth of Moab, who hath left her people
and her gods to follow Naomi. A damsel good
as fair.

RECIT. BOAZ.

Fear not my daughter. Go not hence. Abide
here by my maidens, and when thou hungerest
or art athirst, eat freely of my bread and drink
of my wine,

RECIT. RUTH.

Why have I found grace in thy sight, my lord
that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing
I am a stranger?

RECIT. BOAZ.

I know thee damsel who thou art, the love and
care that thou hast shown in the good work that
thou hast done. How thou hast left thy pecople
and thy gods to follow Naomi, thy Mother here,
The Lord my God, he shall reward thee, yea,
even the God of Israel.

QUARTETT and CHORUS
God is a father of the fatherless, and defendeth
the cause of the widows, even God in his holy
habitation. Psalm 68, 5.

NARRATIVE.

And at eventide Ruth returned unto Naomi, and
told her how she had found favour in the sight
of Boaz. And Naomi rejoiced, saying, Blessed be
he that did take knowledge of thee. So Ruth
kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto
the end of the harvest; and she dwelt with her
Mother-in-law.

RECIT. NAOMIL
My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee?
Only obey my voice and it shall be well with thee.
Is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens

thou wert? Behold, he winnoweth barley tonight
in the thrashing-floor. Adorn thyself therefore,
and put thy veil upon thee, and get thee down to
the floor, but make not thyself known until the
feasting be over. And it shall be when he lieth
down, go thou in and lie down at his feet: and
he will tell thee what thou shalt do.

THRASHING-FLOOR.
CHORUS.

Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with
benefits. He crowneth the year with his goodness.
The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys
are covered over with corn; they shout for joy,
they also sing. — Blessed be the Lord, even the
God of our salvation. Psalms 68, 19; 65, 11,13.

RECIT. and ARIA. BOAZ.

Thou hast put gladness in my heart since the
time that their corn, and wine, and oil increased.

Therefore will I offer the sacrifice of righteous-
ness, and put my trust in the Lord.

I will lay me down in peace, and take my rest,
for it is thou Lord, only, that makest me dwell
in safety. Psalm 4.

SOLO. RUTH and CHORUS.

Behold, he that kecpeth Israel shall neither
slumber nor sleep. Unto thee lift I up mine eyes,
O thou that dwellest in the heavens.

Thy word is a lantern unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.

In the Lord I will trust.
that fear him.

The Angel of the Lord tarrieth round about
them that fear him. Blessed are they that trust
in him. Psalms 121; 123; 119; 115; 34.

He will bless them

NARRATIVE.
And it came to pass at midnight that the man

was sore afraid, and bchold, a woman lay at his
fcet. And he said, Who art thou?

RECIT. RUTH.

I amm Ruth thine handmaid. Let me find favour
in thy sight, my lord, for thou art a near kinsman.

RECIT. BOAZ.

Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter.
Fear not, for all the city of my pevple doth know
that thou art holy. Thou lovest righteousness, and
hatest wickedness, therefore God, thy God, hath
anointed thee with the oil of gladness, and will cause
thy name to be remembered in all generations.

Psalm 45, 7, 17.



DUETT. RUTH and BOAZ.
O praise the Lord with me, and let us magnify
his Name together. I sought the Lord, and he

heard me, yea, he delivered me from all my fear.
Psalm 34, 3, 4.

NARRATIVE.

And Ruth returned to Naomi with the offerings
which Boaz had sent unto her, saying, Go not
unto thy Mother-in-law empty handed, for she
hath a claim upon me.

RECIT. NAOMIL

Blessed be he of the Lord, who hath not left
off his kindness to the living and the dead. His
secd shall be mighty upon the earth; the gene-
ration of the upright shall be blessed. Wealth
and riches shall be in his house; his horn shall
be exalted with honour. Surely he shall not be
moved for ever: the righteous shall be in ever-
lasting remembrance. Psalm 112, 2, 3, 6.

NARRATIVE.

So Boaz took Ruth to wife, according to the
law of Israel. And the Lord blcssed Ruth that
she bare a son, and they called his name Obed.
Then Naomi took the child, and laid it in her
bosom, and became nurse to it. And the women,
her neighbours, said unto her —

CHORUS of WOMEN.

Blessed be the Lord, who hath not left thee
this day without a kinsman, that his name may
be famous in Israel. And he shall be unto thee
a restorer of thy life, for is he not the child of
Ruth, who loveth thee beyond the love of seven
sons? Blessed be the Lord.

RECIT. and ARIA. NAOML

I will extol thee. O Lord, for thou hast turned
my mourning into rejoicing; thou hast put off
my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness.

O how great is thy goodness, which thou hast
jaid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast
wrought for them that trust in thee.

Psalms 30,°1, 11; 31, 19.

LAST CHORUS.

Who is like unto the Lord our God, that hath
his dwelling so high, aud yet humbleth himself
to behold the things that are in heaven and earth?
The Lord loveth the righteous. The Lord raiseth
up them that are bowed down. The Lord pre-
serveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless
and widow: but all the wicked he will destroy.

Blessed be the name of the Lord, from this
time forth for evermore.

Psalms 113, 5; 146, 8, 9; 113, 2.



DRAMATIS PERSONZ.

Naomi — Contyalto. Ruth — Soprano. Orpak — Mezzo-Soprano. Boaz — Basso.
Narrative — Tenor, or Soprano.
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