The Art of
Venus

a chamber opera

by Edward Lambert







In 1914 Mary Richardson, a prominent suffragette, entered London's National
Gallery with a meat cleaver, and repeatedly slashed the painting by Velazquez
known as the Rokeby Venus. So shocking was this incident, that contemporary
reports describe “cruel” wounds as though inflicted on an actual female body
rather than on a artwork. "The incident has come to symbolize a particular
perception of feminist attitudes towards the female nude; in a sense, it has come to
represent a specific stereotypical image of feminism more generally.”(Lynda Nead,
‘The Female Nude: Art, Obscenity, and Sexuality’, NewYork, 1992)

In 2013, the selection process began to find crews for the first one-way missions to
Mars. In 2027, as the spacecraft hurtles through space, humanity holds its breath...
can the planet be colonised?

But has anyone reckoned on Venus? An opera about the power of the gods - and a
myth waiting to happen.

Synopsis

We are introduced to Three Earthlings as they blast off from Earth on their one-way
mission to settle on Mars. Mars himself recalls his union with Venus and his glorious past
as a god; if only humans would return to him and he could see Venus once more in the

flesh.

In the confines of their spacecraft, the Earthlings are excited and apprehensive about their
future: they are moved to ecstasy by their view of Earth to which they will never return
and the prospect of their new life on the Red Planet.

As they report to Mission Control, Mars thinks he hears voices, then is surprised and
aroused by the appearance of Venus herself.

Older now and scarred, she scornfully refuses his advances; degraded in Art as an object
of human lust, she has come in revenge to thwart the Earthlings’ plan. Learning that
humans are coming not as worshippers but as conquerors, Mars falls grief-stricken and,
with nowhere to go, the spacecraft plummets to oblivion. But Venus isn’t finished yet...



The Art of Venus
libretto by Max Waller and Edward Lambert

Characters:

The planetary deities:
Mars - baritone
Venus - mezzo-soprano

The Earthlings:
Earthling 1 - soprano
Earthling 2 - tenor
Earthling 3 - bass

Scene: The planet Mars, and a space capsule heading towards it

Instruments:
Marimba (5 octave)
Violin

Cello

Accordion

Duration: about 33 minutes

© text & music Edward Lambert 2015 The composer's rights are asserted

www.edwardlambert.co.uk
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VOCAL SCORE

The Art of Venus

Chamber Opera

Prologue, on Earth as the Earthlings prepare to embark

music by Edward Lambert
words by Max Waller & Edward Lambert

Earthlings
) 9 D3 X ]
Earthling 1 ':L'“u Z & t P — 1. qu—fi
P3) — —
We ven to es-tab-lish _
o)
) 7o ] e g+ 1
Earthling 2 [(fen-% e i . - ! \ \ —
;JV =X \'/ v | i ‘ e
We ven to es-tab-lish__
Earthling 3 -3 $ i i i e
> 3 \'/ | ﬁ | = | |
We ven to es-tab-lish__
/o
,9 3 - ‘1455'3 e =
':)mv 4 o o o oo oo
f —_— E=E3== — ° e o -
ey e e e s s e | e e
y  — o o oo oo oo |
@ @ o @ o @ o @ @
o) N
El (Lfny i . | i i TS B+ LI E B fo- I'\
o e o ' \
set - tle-ment on More than hun - dred thou - sand

9 7 Py \ \ . ; K i
B2 |G et oo, ==
' |
.8) set - tle-ment on More than hun - dred thou - sand
é’\-/\ ® - . .
B3 [P e 4t fe e te e e * o

—

set - tle-ment on

More than

hun - dred thou - sand

[ 1

CH

|
CH

CH
Cl

.

n

L 1




E.1

E.2

E3

E.1

E.2

E3

E.1

E.2

E3

6 Edward Lambert: The Art of Venus
) o E——— —_—— P
(o o o o 9o o " a’ = T — " :
I ] bt I I I
ROy —————— | 4 —— =
men and wo-men from a-round the |world re - spon-ded to the | call for as - tro-nauts:
) — f— ————
e - e Pl * 1 o ﬁwj%ﬁ—i
.\. 'V L I I | %. ——|
men and wo-men from a-round the |world re - spon-ded to the | call for as - tro-nauts:
— 4e o Yo o o o o e — P—
B ———— i — L e e S B o — j' =
I I I 'V | | | }
men and wo-men from a-round the world re - spon-ded to the call for as - tro-nauts:
9
@ ﬁ | | | | | | } ﬁ | | | | } | } ﬁ | | | | | | | |
J 3 L o g L o o ﬁ; #; o & o
e — ——— P ——— Ty T
@ v @ @ @ #; i ﬁ; ﬁ; -
/) %P—P—q:
71— !  —
GEe v v e o e 5 1 | 5
ANV ] I ] I | 4 [ ! ! 14
J 7 \ 4 !
we will be re - mem - bered for
o N, te o fe . ;
e —
we will be re - mem - bered for
e o
¢)—Ge 7] o o o o= h® e \ \ ul
4 '] [ i I ] | [ I | | |
¥ | ¥ } r | r
I we will be re - mem - bered for
9 , | ﬁ' m | I | I | I | I I | I I | I I
CMV ﬁ. j I I | bI i_- d_- ‘ ‘ ‘
o M i
) e e e e e e e e e
T — de o0 oo e s s s — s s o
Zo = = o fe® S° 4° ° H° 4° ° o°
?#":#?—Pi = | ! - -
ANV | I I d
J ! \
all e - ter - ni - ty!
— | | — - -
— e
all e - ter - ni - ty!
4 ‘ S, - -
E#;#ij; [ —
all e - ter - ni - tyl
o) ! ! He '#2 ® o - ofeo b
D’ 4 V| | 2 d
=——— =————— =
e — ﬁ' ==F _— e = e
hdl D [ ] [ [ L | | | | |
O LT ° P, tee e ee. es
o o = & o — o oo oo o o &G



Edward Lambert: The Art of Venus

—3—

of

out

hu-ma-ni-ty_
4

lift
|

to

means
J

a

as
|
[ ]

tra - vel ___

of in - ter - pla - ne - tary

dream

[

g i
. e v v
al = H\
= ||
5 M
ol
[ YAEI
L B e ol
i
Panl
[ YIR < N (1N
_ |
e ] o
.vwg 3 P\J
ol B o]
v o
a8 ﬂ N
o - y
= v o
M/
| T
ol w . N\\H
el
S
W
g
W i
. Clnb |,
NG
— ~—
o
m

A
=]
.PJHm
o1z | LY Vil
=
.vq g
o E uum\r ur o
[ YRS
e« LA
ol E e 2 aln T
z = JAANE
Ll — e 5
8
o o= e
ol B
.vawnMa Lm%:
0 =
.@——m
0 (]
o lll — ‘ol &
=
o nEECRE YHN @
alde <. OMmo alde
e = == == ==
Pan I
We <A Tl
N
TTe
2
. L)
o e e
il m N\\H
— i
NG AN NG M
N o«
5 55

()
=
=
=
L
(5]
—
<
Q
=
o
=
o
S
~ e
[72]
L
Q
q _
(9]
L e
wl
e
()
<
~—
1 . le .
[ Y ° Q i\
=
<
<
St
(5]
<
=
1
e N (1 in
' i = Ny
<
(5]
=
o
wn
=
= N
n Ers
= s va v
1
(=]
8
2
1
8
38
a
=
o
» -
()
S
< . e oo
(YN Vee |
( D
La La A
N
Sa]




Edward Lambert: The Art of Venus

s
=
e
(Yl | .
\urﬂ B il
. = e o olele
0 A EOMH A
[
<
B | -]
(5]
=) .
<
| & an [
" " 1=
kHH- ~ ar: ,
Snl CEA 90 NN\
i
el
r S
H =
| | o [
! ! ! g C
_le
I_v\g cm
ol [P
= N \|
e
o
N<? ol Ne? o Ne? o N N=?
w/ ..Huvy =
e N —

i .nww .

B B
av pLuiv
=
ulm
e
o
k3]

T
= R . e
=L ( 1.2
NG S @) N e
N—NT —
— N o«
[8a) m [8a]

)
<
il |
E Wl S AL
W i =
2
[ YA 2
il
[
i R YR
N i [
s Wl W
oz & 7 N
ww alll xa
F
| 2
m 5
. ™| s | ‘el
[ - o™
A .S
g ol
i.N '
9
il | P o (Y
F
Ml
1z
& e
|
o m
2
o Nl . = .
)
N GN NG N
— on
o o

=
2
|l = 1
n . °
v | M
gl m
18 s\
(] ) L HEE
£
lS
1
= JT .
|l N | H
o
|72}
™~ .§
(a1
=]
| (=}
4 &
| <
i ] m
5
! 3
2
<
=
=
B = =
- QL
. (Y8
11 =2 panl
% E \|
w
Q
1xm e |
* o
L
I o
(o}
- I
<
5]
N>
- N @
4] m m

ments.

chiev

a

new

7 —=

o) —h




E.1

E.2

E3

E.1

E.2

E3

E.1

E.2

E3

Edward Lambert: The Art of Venus 9

Fq; ~ 3 3 b3
Ay, : T Shabente”
(e 0 ft *f < ] T \
ANV ot [ e 1 [ [ [
J " ﬁ—ﬁ:
mar - riage and ba-bies so I es |- cape
) | i e ——————"
Y — = ===
se - rious - ly, pro-gress ex-pands our em - pa - thy,
— . | l’w‘ |
5\: - I I o g o — } } DH
4 4 ﬂﬁi 1 \ \ 'rrﬁ\c' Eﬁi Y
: [S—
I a - wait my fu - ture, hands on
/O
b } be
E:ﬁ?- Y ! \
I 7K I I2Y
| - | ’
¢ : .
/\ —
—He  ————— [ &, bPg:
2 ¥ aa D1 P
hall DY ] . o De
7 —
TN E
‘\_\}a‘ = i Ll :b‘ } } b' b! | I
- this en - vi-ron - ment to tra-vel the u-ni-verse
o] |
D’ A l beg* o o | 1
y 48 he o P o P P P Py o P P Ve & = D'—W—P—P—bt
{ey e o o o ud o ud o o ! | - ! ‘
pro - gress ex - pands our em-pa - thy__ be - yond fron - tiers, be - yond fron - tiers of
— —3— _—
zﬁﬂq- - oo o & \F\- - -‘ :
~ 1 i —_— 1 Y b 2
heart, rea-dy to face what - e - ver the
n~ de . e be. =~ L | G —
)’ A b & D T h e |
A P f i hbe @ P
[ fan) | D@ I | Ve N ek
3 boe—— : 52 b
=__"
v DT - = DT
hdl | Do~ D
P— e[
T S e E e ‘
| POl be  p ybe e
12 ] Vi I I ] 12
D hee == === == == == S be—b
_ for some a - ma - - - - zing ex - pe - rien - ces,
| | | o
- D - D b I 10 1 = 1N
y 4N 1 I I e o o hae P i
B> = 1 ! i !
.S) a - mily, na - tion or ter - rain. On - ly tech-no - lo-gi-cal ad-van - ces
o ‘ b S
q P' D@ p. 2 | | | |
I } I } I I Q < r
\ y— — \ |
U - ni-verse has to throw at me. This_ is my
9 P— 1 M b : lDD- b'
= re- —errr— =:
) ! ! ! = \
L‘J e /IJ ) ! be ——
—f — &G be o e
| : b 5 =
- o ©




Edward Lambert: The Art of Venus

10

ol £ NH N
TN
.\
Gl i O O
() olo|e|e
) L
2 \aﬁ w/ by
L )
“‘- —
. s
~t | RN 2
St
-
ﬁﬁ w TN m
| =l
.8 '
I — . W . o(o|e|e
|1 = L
Mw IM\\\ = LVE!\\ 2 W HI.NRIN
il :
Drl £ | 2
Al &
o 2 M B e
74N
LL\‘ W.Av © . i
P o AL E »
w .S e ]
Ei.N N | & N
| 5]
. ™ =
NN oy =
AR o
= .
N1 B i '
e , Ei.N
] s l= || T, T
HI.N IDi
P anl Q Fﬁ = I
s gl ﬁ 2 ﬁu
1 -0 ﬁ.’
'y 9
N
< 5]
g T 5 Q] LY .Y
_ 5 v
< 3 [ 108 L)
i n . mmw .\ I <N
=] = E mE
s JF H| = Ah
— 1
£ —
J N|OE e T
DNEro N NE° NE
- N e
m m m

I X3

T ‘
. g M\J g el 5 ™
ﬁ W g ﬁ .
=2 el 2 [ Y A
: AN e ..vl.? 5 N %N B »
den ‘
|| < _\\A < [ < | Hﬂ
\w i | \\H ~ (Y
| | A 1Y
mfmfm.s/ﬁa
\N = 1™ 8 1~ s L}
| B | k5 | b )
wee uﬂ
pa_ e AN e m-— =] »
)
Y |
= = = xﬂ
MPE MHE M E oL
|| [ || ) r )
e 5 7% 3 Ly S )
ST TS e
o S e & 4— g (Y
> > | >
L e
e 2 e 2 Lﬁmr S el Iy
Onl DRl O [ )
(Y
S
~t ~ A Bh ™S [
f Bl =
GYONTH o NN YOS A
h\ﬁ <
e E
<
anfE . .
")
NOo NG M NG M
- N @
5 5 o

(The spacecraft blasts off from Earth)

Y

Mars...

Mars...

on

on

Mars,

Mars,

Mars...

on

Py

/]
.4
[ ()

]
o &

E.l

E.2

E3




Edward Lambert: The Art of Venus

(The scene reveals the figure of Mars on his eponymous planet, dressed in

battle armour and carrying a large spear. It is a beautiful, red dawn. Briefly

we notice on an easel Velazquez’ painting of Venus, a vision which fades as

Mars wakes from sleep)
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(Venus has appeared on Mars and it is immediately clear that things are not going to turn out well. She has been scarred
by the ways of the world and is now a modern militant)
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(The Earthlings have woken, confused and muttering incomprehensibly; they panic as they see Mars
fading away, and the spacecraft goes out of control)
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