NARCISSA

AN OPERA IN FOUR ACTS
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Dr. Marcus Whitman, Missionary and patriot
( Henry Spalding, Missionary )
r

( Elijah, son of Pio-pio-mox-mox J

Pio-pio-mox-mox, (Yellow Serpent)
Chief of the Allied Tribes

Delaware Tom, a renegade half-breed Delaware, (graduate of -
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( Rev. Hull | )
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William Glen Rae, son-in-law to Dr. McLaughlin
Tom McKay, stepson to Dr. McLaughlin

Chorus in Act I, the congregation of old church in Rushville, N. Y.

Chorus in Act IL, people of old Fort Vancouver and Indians




SYNOPSIS

ACT I: Marcus Whitman, after a long absence in the Northwest, returns to his native village accompanied
by two Indians, arriving during the Sabbath morning service. He comes to plead for help that he may carry

the gospel to the Indians of that far West.

Narcissa, his betrothed, begs to go with him, and Marcus, though fearing for her safety, finally yields,
his own desire supplementing hers. They are united and sped on their westward journey amid tears and prayers

of the congregation.

ACT II: Opens at the historic old Fort Vancouver, stronghold of the Hudson's Bay Company. Chief Fac-
tor, Dr. McLaughlin is daily expected home from his historic trip to England. He arrives laden with gifts for
all.  Amid the general festivities the signal gun is heard, and all is commotion and terror. The song of the
approaching missionaries reassures the fort people, and the Whitman party is royally welcomed. Yellow Ser-
pent, Chief of the Allied Tribes, invitess Marcus to install his mission at Waiilatpu, promising him support and
the friendship of the tribes.

ACT IIl: Autumn, several years later. The orphaned child of settlers lies in the cradle of Narcissa’s dead
baby. The coming of many immigrants, destroying pasture and driving away game, has made the Indians
sullen and resentful. Delaware Tom, a half-breed Dartmouth graduate, incites them to open rebellion. The
Whitmans are upheld by Yellow Serpent, Elijah, his young son and his betrothed, Siskadee. An outbreak is
impending, but forcissa with her beautiful voice weaves a spell about the superstitious Indians, subduing them
temporarily. Dr. McLaughlin comes and new promises are made, but the arrival of another larger train of
immig;ants rekindles the anger of the Indians. Elijah, to avert an open rupture, plans an expedition to Cali-
fornia, and promises Siskadee to return in the spring and make her his bride. Marcus discovers that Congress
proposes to sell the Northwest to England for a pittance, and starts upon his heroic and historic midwinter

overland journey to save the great Northwest to the United States of America.

ACT IV: The next spring. Marcus has returned successful. Indian maidens in gala attire go out to meet
the returning braves. Waskema, the Indian prophetess, foretells impending catastrophe. Narcissa is appre-
hensive. Indian discontent grows. Soon the death wail is heard. The braves return, many horses riderless.
Yellow Serpent, stricken with grief, relates the cowardly murder by a white man, of young Elijah while on
his knees in prayer, at Sutter's Fort. The Indians are enraged. While Yellow Serpent goes to his lodge
Delaware Tom incites the friendly Indians to massacre the immigrants. In their absence, the stranger tribes,
guided by Tom, batter down the Mission house door, and kill the inmates, including Marcus and Narcissa,

their ““golden-singing-bird.”

Dr. McLaughlin arrives, but too late. Yellow Serpent is summoned and swears vengeance on all
who participated in the massacre. Siskadee mourns her lover, on the hillside; and through all wails the death

chant of the Indian women.




FOREWORD

The early part of the nineteenth century was marked by a missionary spirit that swept America as a
frenzy. Men and women cancelled obligations and broke ties of home and love that they might carry the
gospel to perishing souls. Young women offered themselves to unknown perils, and young men answered the

appeal as a direct command of God.

Dr. Marcus Whitman was one of these. This spirit prompted his study of medicine in addition to
theology, and sent him early in the '30s to Oregon. To this passion was soon added that of patriotism. He
saw the possibilities in that great domain, and that only the American flag could protect missionaries, their

converts, or the American immigrants.

On the other hand civilization, tilling of the soil, the coming of many people, meant the rapid extinc-
tion of game, and lessening booty in furs. Consequently, it was the policy of the Hudson's Bay Company
to keep the country wild and the Indian a savage fur-hunter unspoiled. )

Dr. Whitman knew that he could not successfully carry the Cross of Christ except that it was pro-
tected by the American flag; and he believed in the moral right of America to the territory of old Oregon.
Herice his perilous midwinter ride with a single companion across the continent, his vain appeal to the Secretary
of State, and his impassioned and more successful petition to the President of the United States to safeguard

the nation’s interests in the Northwest.

This missionary passion is the theme of the opera, with patriotism as a second motive scarcely less
powerful, the two combined in the opera as they were in Whitman's character; and showing almost as strongly

in his wife.

The story of the drama follows history closely, merely compressing events in the matter of time, and
selecting the more dramatic incidents from intensely dramatic lives.

As a strong and picturesque factor Dr. McLaughlin and the life at Fort Vancouver is introduced. It
was baronial in magnificence. Four hundred could sit at the banquets in Bachelors’ Hall, “lit by a thousand
perfumed candles.” It is related that Eloise McLaughlin was clad in richest Parisian garb, and read with
her father in three languages.

Dr. McLaughlin was unfailingly kind to missionaries and immigrants, and this finally cost him his
position with the Hudson’s Bay Company.

An effort has been made to give the Indian sympathetic treatment. Misunderstood, defrauded, out-
raged, his relations with Americans make that chapter in our history one of growing shame. No plea of “the

destiny of the white race™ can ever wipe out the infamy.

The Whitmans least of all people deserved their martyrdom; yet according to Indian ethics,—probably
as good as any in the sight of God,—their lives paid only a just debt.
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Scene I. a;eb ‘1o Lib

1y >
Q
NOTE:— In Act II, Chorus is divided. About 12 men, and 12 women constitute the“PecgJ‘ﬁﬂli Fnr‘t.’

(Chorus) among whom are Eloise, Mme. M¢L., W Rae, Tom.MC¢Kay, 6 Boatmen, Ermatinger, (13 Chorus-

man) etal. The other half of chorus are Indians, who do not appear until Scene 2, Act I; giving ample

time for change.

SCENE. Interior of large hall, Fort Vancouver. Large doors at back, open, showing Columbia river,
Mountains in background. Discovered, Eloise, idly strumming on guitar, MmeMCL. embroidering.
Other ladies (3 or 4) of Fort similarly occupied. Servants pass to and fro at back, outside of

doors.
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Enter William Rae with basket of beautiful grapes. Offers them in turn to ladies.
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ELOISE. (Taking cluster of grapes.)
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(Places basket on stand. Goes to

(RAE.) ————————

LA N . 5 A >

1 .Y .Y 1N T 5 1 - 1 1 |

53 i H_ T Y :‘I C ==r ; E- —_'g— E .{,“: j: -
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fine as ev-er- grew, Up - on the  vine.
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Eloise, standing behind her chair.) -
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All  is done! The fort shines like
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ELOISE. (Looking up at Rae.)
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The pem-mi-can?
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gold! Beams sag with the weight of it, Cel-lars burst!
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And all the space is filld with furs,
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(Enter Tom MS¢Kay.)
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+)During Barcarolle the''People of Fort’’not already on stage, enter from R.& L. (Not the Boatmen. )
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ELOISE. wmf A
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B = —— x *— — |
LA A 1] ) 1 I
Hark!
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5 = = = e i e Bt i
L7 LS |
U Ld Li
Mir-on-ton
T ! % T T h — Y ——
- } 1 ___F d ;" 1T ‘P. _g_ Tl
1 1] LS 1 1 ¥ 1 = Y
e ' 4 ” ‘ y—i
sait quand re - vien - dral Ne sait que re - vien-dra, Ne
A | 2 | A |
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I hear them nowl!
, (Song draws nearer.)
A A A ;
1 1 2 |
] e — | . t
— 1 - L L |
1 r L
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ELOISE. 3
H— . S ﬁf\
%’a - ] - — s 1
1 J— —t j
a r
Mal-brough!
Mme MCSLAUGHLIN.
¥ x‘rf’-r ' !
7 No, too soon.
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Mir - on-tai - ne Ne sait que re - vien-dra
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quar - re Lal!__ Lal___ La!l__ Lal___
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His boat - song!
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ELOISE. fA
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Hear the row - ers sing!
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Lal _ Lal Lal La! Lal Lal
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My fa-thers fav - or-ite song.
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large doors, Rear C.)
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% Mme. MQLAUGHLIN. ﬁ A »
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The flag!  The Mas-ter

j
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gov - er-nor, The Ex-press! They’re hear|
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ELOISE. (Runs down stage to river.)
A —_A Mme MS¢LAUGHLIN.(follows more sedately.)
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Hur - rah!
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comes! Hur - rah! Hur-rah, hur |- rah!
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ELOISE and Mme. MCL. o
——r——
[= - T = I = I 0 ..f" k b 1'\! =
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Hur - rah, Hur -
_ RAE and TOM MZKAY. S | —
T = = — o =
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plete. . Hur - rah, Hur -
fk | (Going up stage to meet Dr. MGL). > N ‘J —_—
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(Dr. MCLaughlin assists pre_t%ylyoung English gir1(1¥ Chorus woman,)
g >
from boat, presenting her to his wife and Eloige,\nhogreetthembothwarmly.)
: Dr.MCL. - i ) A a: A A A
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Hur - rah, a - gain® 'tis - good to
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(3 Boatmen from 274 poat, which may or may not
be seen, hurry in from Rear C.)
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(15! Boatman staggers down C
breathless, supported by 2% boatman) 15! BOATMAN.
Solo.) fa A
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Time! Time!
(looks at Watch.)
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Dr. MGL, . ! — VA
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The fast-est time The Mon-tre-al Ex-press, has ev-er made!
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(To Boatman, who looks downcast.) f'No, No!
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Look not 80  down, - My Char - le - fous
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(18t and 279 Boatmen retire up stage.)
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Mon - ique, for speed;  for safe - ty Char - le - foux!
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Dr. MGL.(to all.)
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'Tis fine to be at home a - gain, To see you
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(Presenting young English girl 13! Chorus woman.) —_—
mnp — 4 : & ”Ef,\ ___p_
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fDr. McL. My Lord th - th-thank you!
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I want no thanks, Go! make her wel-come here, Tell her that
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you, the Fort and all are hers, in-clud -ing  me!
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Exit. 18! Chorus-man and 18t Chorus woman, Rear C. after bowing acknowledgement to Dr. M¢ Laughlin.
Gradually all others exit, Rear C.,leaving Dr. MCL., Mme. MCL. Eloise and Rae.

Dr.MSL. (looking at watch.) mf - A
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Come, make haste to dress.
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(Patting her cheek.) ' A
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There, there, I know youlove me welll

t ) I o J ; - o -
ryj q.'.. = ¢ H"L“ﬁ_‘, h_‘_. [ L ™% @ ==

PR 00 ___— : s
e 7o
F* 1 1 T L ES 1 ¥
4 1 Ld 1 1 1 ol F %
=3 L }l r — 11 }J 1 4 u
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(Playfully pinching Eloises cheek.) .
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(interrupting.)
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Narcissa. Act II. "1‘0 > Jio z 91
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Scene II. Is, 5 "Q,.’

NOTE: — 12 Chorus women are “Ladies of the Fort) including Eloise, Madame, et al. 12 Chorus men,

“Gentlemen of the Fort’,’ including Rae, M¢Kay, 15' and 224 Boatmen et al. Balance of Chorus are Indians,

SCENE:—Same Evening. Candles in huge chandeliers are lighted, also wall sconces. Thro’ the open doors,
the river is seen, shimmering in brilliant moonlight. Servants are seen lighting lanterns outside. On the
table are new books, rich fabrics, ornaments, jewel cases etc.,in confusion. Huge chests are yet unpacked.
All th> Fort people are on stage, some of the men reading files of London papers. Dr. MSL. is distributing
gifts right and left. At the rear stand the Indian guests, stolidly awaiting their gifts,
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(Putting book on table,she drapes
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Dr. M¢ LAUGHLIN. (to 2%d Boatman.) A A
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WASKEMA (To Indians) (Pointing thro’ window)
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The sun, now shining brightly over the mountains, shines in through the door and windows, illuminating
NARCISSA'S face and hair. The Indians accept it as an omen, and are deeply impressed.

NARCISSA (with IoftK faith and courage)
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SISKADEE motions to Indian girls, and they silently assist her in preparing a'feast” A huge kettle is placed on work
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! with me (All are quiet a moment 4fter song. Then Murcus waves
all toward table, placing Delaware Tom at his right.)
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Enter 214 INDIAN R.(from road)
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. Terrified at TOM she goes onto verandah and Exit L.L.E.
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SISKADEE re-appears on 24 runway.
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NARCISSA Enter L.L.E.
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[ MARCUS joins NARCISSA on verandah.
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DEL. TOM.
goes to gate and calls to 15t Section,
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(DELAWARE TOM urges and encourages the Indians, minglini: among them, He does not enter house.)
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