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Pau-Puk-Keewis’ Beggar’s Dance

Barred with streaks of red and yellow,
Streaks of blue and bright vermilion,
Shone the face of Pau-Puk-Keewis.
From his forehead fell his tresses,
Smooth, and parted like a woman’s,
Shining bright with oil, and plaited,
Hung with braids of scented grasses,
As among the guests assembled,

To the sound of flutes and singing,
To the sound of drums and voices,
Rose the handsome Pau-Puk-Keewis,
And began his mystic dances.

First he danced a solemn measure,
Very slow in step and gesture,

In and out among the pine-trees,
Through the shadows and the sunshine,
Treading softly like a panther,

Then more swiftly and still swifter,
Whirling, spinning round in circles,
Leaping o’er the guests assembled,
Eddying round and round the wigwam,
Till the leaves went whirling with him,
Till the dust and wind together

Swept in eddies round about him,

Till the wind became a whirlwind,

Till the sand was blown and sifted
Like great snow-drifts o’ er the landscape,
Heaping all the shores with sand-dunes,
Sand-hills of the Nagow Wudjoo!

Thus the merry Pau-Puk-Keewis

Danced his Beggar’s Dance to please them,
And, returning, sat down laughing

There among the guests assembled,

Sat and fanned himself serenely

With his fan of turkey-feathers.

HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW
From ‘‘Hiawatha’’
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To Retnald Werrenrath

Pau-Puk-Keewis Beggar's Dance

Der Bettlertanz von Pau-Puk-Kih-wis
From“Hiawatha,’ by Longfellow

German version by Carl Busch
Herman Simon
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