L'aspetto sacro de la terra vostra

Francesco Rosselli (¢.1510-¢.1577)

11 secondo libro de le muse (Gardano press, Venice, 1559)

Petrarca, Canzoniere LXVIII (68)
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L'aspetto sacro de la terra vostra

mi fa del mal passato tragger guai,
gridando: Sta' su, misero, che fai?;

et la via de salir al ciel mi mostra.

Ma con questo pensier un altro giostra,
et dice a me: Perché fuggendo vai?

se ti rimembra, il tempo passa omai

di tornar a veder la donna nostra.

The sacred aspect of your native place,
makes me sorrow for the evil that is past,

crying: Arise, you wretch, what is it you do?:
and shows me the way to climb to Heaven.
But with this thought another one contends
and says to me: Why do you run away?
If you recall, the time now is passing
in which you might turn and see our lady.
A.S. Kline (©2004, used with permission)
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