






TO THE PUBLICK.

It would not perhaps be a matter of furprife if, fo great an Enthufiaft

for Mufick as I acknowledge myfelf to be, were to take this opportunity

of enlarging upon the merits and beauties of that pleafmg fcience, and

to make ufe of all the little rhetorick I am mafter of in favor of my
hobby-horfe, without admitting one argument againfl it ; but I fhall

content myfelf with remarking, what has already been remarked a

hundred times by all Lovers of Mufick, and allowed even by thofe who

take no delight in it, that it is at leaft an innocent amufement
;
and, in

the cafe in which 1 now ftand forward, I fhould hope a candid Publick

will allow that I have endeavoured to render my attachment to it ufeful.

Cathedral Mufick is the ftyle to which I have for fome years part given

more of my attention than to any other, and it is, in my opinion, of all

others the moft fatisfaftory to the ear of a Proficient : it even infmuates

itfelf into the feelings, fooths the mind, and excites the devotion of

many who have not a tafte for Mufick in general.

Dr. Dupuis received his firfl: inftruflions in Mufick, as a Chorifter in

His Majefty's Chapel Royal, under Mr. Gates, who was at that time

Mafter of the Children: he afterwards was acquainted with Handel,

and other eminent men in the profeffion, whofe ftyle of performance

and compofition his judgement prompted and his induftry enabled him

to imitate. The line of profeftion which Dr. Dupuis followed gave

him opportunities of hearing and playing chiefly Cathedral Mufick, fo

that it is not furprifmg that he excelled moft in that ftyle of compofi-

tion ; that he did excel, in a great degree, the following produftions

will prove, and I flatter myfelf, that by exhibiting them to the Publick,

I fliall be the means of perpetuating the memory of fo elegant a Com-

pofer, and at the fame time of gratifying the tajle of many admirers of

that ftyle of Mufick, who might not otherwife have had an opportunity

of hearing them^ as they are at prefent performed only at the Chapel

Royal, at St. Jameses.

I have
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I have myfelf been often a witnefs to the advantages that arife from

the eftabhfhment of the Mufical Funds to the famihes of Muficians,

whom misfortunes have rendered incapable of procuring a fubfiftence

by their profeffion; but as the rules of the New Mufical Fund extend

to a greater number of ObjeSs of Charity, and it is confequently more

in want of affiftance, than that, which patronized by His Majefty, can

never fail of fuccefs: it is my intention, fhould any profits arife from

the Sale of this Work, to appropriate them to the ufe of that Society.

Hitherto the number of Subfcribers is fo fmall as not to allow of any

overplus towards the increafe of the Fund, but I am willing to hope, that

Purchafers will come forward, when the work fhall have appeared in

Publick, and fhall have met the difcerning eye of thofe who are capable

of judging of the beauties of the Compofitions.

In imitation of that valuable colleftion of Cathedral Mufick, pub-

lifhed by Dr. Arnold, I have added an Organ Part to the whole, in a

feparate volume; the convenience of which is obvious, where there are

not a fufficient number of Copies to fpare one for the Organ; and as I

have taken all poffible pains in adapting it, I fhould hope, that part of

the work will not be found fuperfluous; at the fame time as it is impof-

fible to exprefs in two ftaves, every thing which the eye of an able

Organift will comprehend, I fhould always recommend to him to play

from the fcore, whenever a copy can be fpared him.

I cannot conclude without requefting the Subfcribers to accept of my
apology for the delay which has taken place in the publication of this

Work: to enumerate the reafons would, I am fure, be equally tedious

and unfatisfaftory, and I truft they will not impute to neglefl, what I

affure them has been unavoidable.

I am requefted by the Society of the New Mufical Fund (among whom
are included many Widows and Orphans, whofe daily bread depends on

that Fund) to give their hearty thanks to thofe who have countenanced this

undertaking by their fupport.

J. s.
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