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vanity of vanities,
sarth the preacher,

vanity of vanitie€s;
All 1S vanity.

Ecclesiastes 1:2

MY SOUL, WAIT THOU ONLY UPON Go;
FIR MY EXPECTATION IS EROM: HIM.
HE ONLY 1 MY ROCH AND MY SALVATION:
HE 15 MY DEFENCE; | SHALL NOT BE MOVED,

Psalm 62:5-6



Performance Notes

Be flexible with with tempo, dynamics, and other concerns throughout. The fast arpeggios in
the piano should flow naturally, regardless of how many notes are in a particular beat. Use the
sustaining pedal liberally.

Voicing and timing in the last measure of the piano are important. The final C should not stick
out, but the D-flat suspension should be cleanly and completely resolved. The listener should have no
doubt that only a C major chord rings in the hall.

Program Notes

People, events, and situations can cause us grief. But it is not necessary to have an external
focus to experience depression. One can sit on a bench in a park, on a perfectly bright day, and be
burdened with thoughts about the darkness of the world. Considering the tiny impact that an individual
has on the cosmos, it is easy feel aimless and meaningless. Thoughts like these cannot be countered
with rationality: “For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth
sorrow” (Ecclesiastes 1:18). Without God as an anchor, we are surely lost on the ocean of despair.

Melancholia opens with an anguished lyrical theme. The melody is transformed and developed
through several moods, before it dissolves into a second section in triple meter. Both themes are then
restated, but each returns in a more eerie context. Throughout the piece, the counterpoint threatens to
harmonically unravel, with false relations and strong dissonances pulling at the integrity of the music.
But the disintegration is never completed; the harmonic order hangs together by a few threads.

jonathancrosmer@hotmail.com
jonathancrosmer.com
(501) 339-6050
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