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THE MORNING OF THE YEAR

Parr 1

MARCH AND APRIL

Cuorus

pirit of Spring, thy coverlet of snow
Hath fallen trom thee, with its fringe of frost,
And where the river late did overflow,
Sway fragile, white anemones, wind-tost;
And in the woods stand snow-drops, half asleep,
‘With drooping heads — sweet dreamers so long lost.

Recrr. axp Soro (Bass)

With rushing winds and gloomy skies
The dark and stubborn Winter dies:
Far off, unseen, Spring faintly cries,
Bidding her earliest child arise:
Arise, arise ! O March, arise !

I Martius am ! Once first, and now the third;
To lead the year was my appointed place;

A mortal dispossess’d me by a word, '
And set there Janus with a double face

Hence I make war on all the human race,
I shake the cities with my hurricanes;
I flood the rivers and their banks efface,
And drown the farms and hamlets with my rains.

Recrr. (Soprano)
Spirit, arise ! for crimson flushes creep
Into the cold grey east, where clouds assemble
To meet the sun; and earth has ceased to weep.
His tears tip every blade of grass, and tremble,
Caught in the cup of every flower.

Soro (Alto)

My tears are falling with the early rain,

My tears, that spring from heartache and from pain,
The chill wind blowing coldly from the sea

Unfolds my sorrow in its sad refrain.

Yet rains renew, and soon the sun shall glow
To wake the buds that stir the mold below;

So thro’ my grief the sun of love shall break,
And in my heart the rose of joy shall blow.

Recrt. anp Sovo (Tenor)

Ah'!
Sweet laggard, come ! Waste not the vernal time,
Enjoy the breath of love’s delicious prime.
The Spring is here, come thou and be my Spring !
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All the world is Spring to-day,
Love’s a blowing rose,

I’m the bee that garners sweets
Ere the summer goes.

Who the sweets of love would miss ?
Bending to my fond caress,
Last night Rosalind said, ‘‘Yes !”’
Oh, the honey in a kiss !

CHorvus

I hear the whispering voice of Spring,
The thrush’s trill, the cat-bird’s cry,

Like some poor bird with prisoned wing,
That sits and sings, but longs to fly.

Oh, for one spot of living green,

One little spot where leaves can grow,
To love unblamed, to walk unseen,

To dream above, to sleep below !

Recrr. (Alto)

April is here, coy April, shy coquette,
Enchanting us with laughter and with tears,
She wakes in us a rapture for the years,

And coaxes us to smile, tho’ eyes be wet.

ARria (Soprano)

Welcome ! sweet wind, you bring
A breath of Spring
From some far, fragrant rose,
That blows
In some dear, coming May, or half-forgotten Spring.

Welcome, sweet dream ; you bear
Your wings of air
From some far isle of love,
A dove.
Flying with gentle bough from some far, lovelier aii,

What tho’ the sweet wind knows
A vanished rose —

(My dream the Past, alone,
Has known).

Bloom from my heart, sweet dream; climb from my dream
rose !

., sweet



Recir. (Tenor)

Again the sun 1s over all,

Again the robin’s evening call.

I hear the stir about the farms,

I see the earth with open arms,
I feel the breath of May.

REcrT. (So})rano)

Alas, that my heart is a lute,
‘Whereon you have learned to play !
For many years it was mute,
Until one summer’s day
You took it and touched it and made it thrill,
And it thrills, and throbs, and quivers still !

DuEer (Sop. and Ten.)

I had known you, dear, so long!
Yet my heart did not tell me why
1t should burst one morn into song,
And wake to new life with a cry !
Like a babe that sees the light of the sun,
And for whom this great world has just begun.

REcrr. (Alto)

The softly warbled song

Comes from the pleasant woods, and colored wings
Glance quick in the bright sun, that moves along

The forest openings.

Sovro (Bass)

The brooklet came from the mountain,
As sang the bard of old,

Running with feet of silver
Over the sands of gold.

Far away in the briny ocean
There rolled a turbulent wave,

Now singing along the sea-beach,
Now tumbling along the cave.

And the brooklet has found the billow,
Tho’ they flowed so far apart,

And has filled with its freshness and sweetness
That turbulent, bitter heart.
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Part 11

MAY

CHorus

I saw the bud-crowned Spring go forth,
Stepping daily onward north

To greet staid ancient cavaliers

Filing single in stately train.

And who are the travelers ?

They were Night and Day and Day and Night.
The merry Spring threw wreaths on them.

Soro (Alto)

The moon behind the cottonwood is white and weird and cold,
In sobbing swells beneath the wind the bending grass is rolled;
The night is eerie, pale and chill, there is no pulse, no glow;
Ah, who would guess it still is June with roses all ablow ?

If I could feel your love-warm kiss upon my lips to-night,

No need would be of balmy air, of rose or mellow light;

My heart would burst in singing, that has so long been dumb,
If you would welcome me to-night, dear heart, if you would come ;

REecir. axD Sovo (Tenor)
Love’s exultant sign is in the sky ! Look forth !

I cannot sing to thee as I would sing
If I were quicken’d like the holy lark,
With fire from Heaven and sunlight on his wing,
Who wakes the world with witcheries of the dark,
Renewed in rapture in the reddening air.
A thing of splendor do I deem him then,
A feather’d frenzy with an angel’s throat,
A something sweet that somewhere seems to float
*Twixt earth and sky to be a sign to men.
I long to kiss thy locks, so golden bright,
As he doth kiss the tresses of the sun.
Oh ! bid me sing to thee, my chosen one,
And do thou teach me, love, to sing aright!

Cuorus

O Spirit of the Spring, delay !
And in all fields keep thou a jealous sway;
Scatter not yet the orchard’s scented snows,
Nor break the cage that holds the butterfly,
Nor let the blowball wander up the sky.
What! flown so lightly ? By yon upstart rose,
Summer is here with all her gaudy shows !
O Spirit of the Spring, good-bye !

‘Words selected from works of modern poets by
NELLE RICHMOND EBERHART
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Song-LUycles

SELECTED ‘FROM THE CATALOGUE OF

B. Dchivmer, Petv Pork
Boston : Boston Music Company

In San Mazaro. Cycle of four songs for mezzo-soprano or baritone with
piano accompaniment by R. HUNTINGTON WOODMAN; words by
WILLIAM HERVEY WOODS. Price, $1.25 net.

In €9y Love’s Garden. Song-cycle. Six songs for a medium voice; music and
words by BERTHA REMICK. Price, $1.25 net.

Rubpard ﬂ&iplihg’s Warrack-Boom 2Wallads. Set to music by ARTHUR
WHITING. (Danny Deever; Mandalay; Soldier, Soldier; Fuzzy-Wuzzy.)
Price, $1.00 net.

4 Song-Lycle of Spring. Music and words by W. H. NEIDLINGER. Illus-
trations by WALTER BOBBETT. Price, $1.00 net.

Jrom an DId Garden, Six songs. Music by EDWARD MacDOWELL;
words by MARGARET DELAND. Price, $1.00 net.

Che |Perfect Beat. A Song-cycle by H. ALEXANDER MATTHEWS, for higb
voice with piano accompaniment; words by HELEN S. SEWALL. Price,
$1.25 net.

Love’s Epitome. Cycle of songs. Music and words by ‘“MARY TURNER
SALTER, for high or low voice. Price, $1.25 net.

Lyprics from Sappho. Cycle of seven songs for a medium voice by MARY
TURNER SALTER; words from ‘‘Sappo: One Hunprep Lyrics,”’ by
BLISS CARMAN. Pr1ce $1.25 net.

‘a4 Right in Raisbapiit. Cycle of six songs for low voice by MARY TURNER

SALTER; words by NATHAN HASKELL DOLE. Price, $1.25 net.

Sixr [Poems by Siona Macleod. Set to music for a medium voice with piano
accompaniment by HELEN HOPEKIRK. Price, $1.25 net.

Five Songs. Music by HELEN HOPEKIRK; verses by FIONA MACLEOD.
Price, $1.25 net.

Love-Sotrow. A song-cycle for high voice with violin and violoncello obbligato
and piano accompaniment by H. CLOUGH-LEIGHTER. Price, $1.25 net.

Love in a Life. Song-cycle by GENA BRANSCOMBE, for medium voice with
piano accompaniment; words from ‘‘SoNNETs FROM THE PorTUGUESE,”’ by

ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING. Price, $1.25 net.
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