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PREFACE TO VOL. III

N the course of a lecture delivered before the Royal Dublin Society last vear 1 had occasion

to refer to the relationship between the folk-song, as sung by the peasant who is giving

voice to an ancient tradition, and the same song put into print with a piano accompaniment.
The present volume, like the others that have preceded it, illustrates that relationship, obvious
enough to the expert but only vaguely understood by many educated people. The folk-song
becornes, as I think, an art-song, as much because it goes into print, with all the implications
of print, as because it suffers a severe metamorphosis through harmonisation, and possibly
earlier metamorphoses through being forced into the strait-waistcoat of an imported ecclesiastical
mode and adapted to the notation of the tempered scale. The art of harmony-—inseparable, as
it is, from scientific laws—is, moreover, 2 period affair, practised by the musician according to
his own fancy. It may be true that the musician who sets some old, anonvmous song to
harmony of his own invention recreates it ; but it is equally true that his setting will suggest
a period as definitely as a crinoline or a streamline car or a piece of architecture, and hardly
less subject to the natural laws of change and decay. The tune itself may be of the kind that
survives fashion, its origin may be of the remotest antiquity, but under his hand it is definitely
transinuted into an art-song, an arf-song of his own generation. If the tune be a good one, and
his setting poor and unimaginative, scmeone else will surely come along and reset it according to
his particular fashion, and the bad setting will as surely perish. If his setting be good he will give
new life to the old song, sending it out into the world among people who had never known it
in its native environment. For those who prefer the untouched original there is always the
countryside, even if the singers of the old songs are becoming fewer vear by year.

it is, therefore, with a certain diffidence that I have harmonised the songs in this volume,.
Most of the tunes are familiar throughout Ireland, and very old, and my only excuse for
setting them afresh is to make them more widely known beyond the frontiers of Ulster and the
Free State. To place any of these songs or ballads in a series associated with pure folk-song
would seem, moreover, to require explanation, only two coming into the ordinary ** traditional ™’
category. Not one conforms strictly to the indigenous ballad type, although ** The Gallows
Tree ” and ““ Shule Agra” (Siivart a péo) nearly approach it.  Each of those has a dramatic
power combined with an artfulness of structure—in other words, a literary value—not found
in the average ballad of the broadsheet. Yet each has become, as the other songs here have
become, so much a part of what may truly be called the ballad-consciousness of the countryside
that their inclusion in this edition of [rish Country Somgs has secemed to me not merely
justifiable but desirable. Several of the tunes have had, like the now famous * Air from
Londonderry,” more than one set of verses put to them, and my choice of George
Colman’s words to “ Savourneen Deelish ” ('S a maipnin vitip) rather than, say, Thonmas
Campbell’s, and Denis Florence MacCarthy’s words to ““ The Drinaun Donn”  {An oporgnedn
vonn) rather than those of Robert Dwyer Joyce is, I confess, purely arbitrary.

George Colman the Younger was a considerable figure in his day, and not always a pleasant
one. As a boy he was at Westminster School, went up to Christ Church, Oxford, and after
spending some terms at King’s College, Aberdeen, and Lincoln’s Inn, soon plunged into the
world of the London theatre. He had the excuse of following closely in his father’s footsteps,
for George Colman the Elder (1732-1794), sometimes called George the First, had also been
to Westminster and Christ Church, and was already much involved in theatrical enterprises.
The elder George had formed a friendship with David Garrick, was the author of a number



of successful plays, had acquired a fourth share in Covent Garden Theatre, and bought the
theatre in the Haymarket. The younger George succeeded to these theatrical interests, wrote
many successful pieces himself, and on his father’s death took on the management of the
Haymarket Theatre at a salarv of £60o0 per annum. Certain financial difficulties followed which
entailed sanctuary for some years within the Rules of King's Bench, from which he was finally
released by the kindness of George IV. It was during his office as Examiner of Plays, to which
he was appointed by the Lord Chamberlain, the Duke of Montrose, that he conspicuously
abused his authority ; for while his own plays were, as a biographer states, open to charges of
indecency and profanity, he was illiberal and severe to those of his contemporaries, often
successfully holding them up. There is no record, I think, of a production of The Surrender
of Calais within living memory, vet I feel that the verses Colman wrote for that forgotten play
are so good—they were sung by an Irish character called O’Carrol—that they should not
be allowed to suffer the oblivion of countless other *‘ period ”’ pieces. The reference to
booty in the last verse recalls a perquisite as much appreciated by the underpaid and badly-fed
soldier of the Napoleonic wars as by the returning warrior of our own day who could drag home
a captured machine-gun under the eyes of the transport officer and describe it as personal
luggage. Shakespeare’s famous rendering of Cailin 63 a Sconpn into Calline, castore me,
in the fourth act of Henry the Fifth, finds a parallel in Colman’s effort to reduce the intractable

'S a wttpnin viLiy, 10Lin 65 to some sort of phonetic verisimilitude in this fashion ;
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Dr. Samuel Arnold (1740-1802) was Colman’s musical collaborator in this work, which
was produced in 1791,

“ Johnny, I hardly knew ye,” so well remembered to-day by the older generation, is a
characteristic case of a song surviving its pertod and presenting a problem for the later folklorist.
It is a song that I have remembered since I was a child, sung in Ireland to the tune of * Johany
comes marching home,” which tune has appeared in popular collections as “‘old English.”
When I first thought of putting it in this volume I discussed the song with my father, who is in
his eighty-second year, with Mr. Henry W. Nevinson, Dr. John S. Crone, and others whose
memories went back to the American Civil War, or a little after. Without being dogmatic, they
agreed that it belonged to that period and came from the States, Sir Richard Terry remarking that
it was probably in the repertory of the Christy Minstrels. I did not want to commit my friends
to an opinion on a song heard so long ago, but made some researches. I knew that the late
Mrs. C. Milligan Fox, with whom I had the pleasure of working in the early days of the Irish
Folk Song Society, had published a version of it in New York as ‘“*an old Irish ballad,
collected and arranged ” by herself. This was in 1915. But I discovered that a song with the
same title, with “ words and music by J. B. Geoghegan,” had been published in London about
1867, and *“ sung with tremendous applause by Harry Liston, the star comic.” The words of
Mr. Geoghegan’s song were substantially the same as those recorded by Mrs. Fox, but the tune,
while recalling that of *“ Johnny comes marching home,” was definitely an inferior one :
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Note the word “wid ”: a relic of its stage-Irish phase. The cover-design of this
publication of the ’sixties was in colour, pretty in its conventional way, showing the dolorous
damsel with hair nicely parted in the middle, complete with shawl, pinafore, and a pair of
elegant shoes on incredibly small feet. She is making a gesture of surprise hefore a heavily
mustachioed soldier who is clad in red tunic and dark trousers, and wearing the high infantry
cap of the time, with an eye-guard over one eye, an arm in a sling, and one leg doubled up
in a short crutch.

So far it would have appeared that the song was Geoghegan’s, with all the printed authority
of his now-defunct publishers. But further research dated it back, conjecturally, to the period
immediately succeeding the Treaty of Amiens in 1802, when, as H. H. Sparling pointed out,
Irish regiments were extensively recruited for the East India service. In his* Irish Minstrelsy "
(Walter Scott, 1887) Sparling described it as a street ballad in which * the island of Ceylon ™
is given as * the island: of Sulloon ™’ ; and in the complete edition of that work he made the
following note :

Because in one late version * Why did you run from me and the child ? " is made ** Why

did you skedaddle,” etc., and this word only came into use during the War of Secession,

some have imagined this song to be of recent date, and have even attributed it to the Irish-

American music halls. My own memory carries it back to very near the war, when 1 heard

an old fisherman sing it, to whom it was even then old. It was he who told me of its age

and meaning, what I have said above, which is corroborated by the reference to Ceylon.

It is hard to believe that any one can read this wonderful piece of grotesquerie, with its

mingling of pathos and ribald mockery so closely allied to the spirit that produced * The

night before Larry was stretched,” and be unable to see either its value or its genuine-
ness.

According to D. J. O’Donoghue (*‘ The Poets of Ireland,” Dublin, 1912) J. B. Geoghegan
died at Bolton on January 21, 1889, at the age of 74, according to some papers and at 79 according
to others. He was the author of *“ some admired songs,” such as *“ John Barleycorn ”” (of which
one may recall pre-Geoghegan variants), * Merry England,” etc. He managed the Victoria
Music Hall in Bolton for 25 years and was proprietor of the Star Theatre, Hanley, and altogether
was responsible for over 200 songs. The resemblance between the tune printed above and that
of *“ Johnny comes marching home " is such that one is tempted to assume that the composer’s
memory was at fault. The practice of setting music-hall doggerel to traditional tunes without
acknowledgment is not, of course, uncommon, and has been profitably developed by more
than one famous comedian of our own day. Some years ago I was visited by an American
doggerel writer who sought my collaboration in songs that should have a world-wide appeal ;
we were to concentrate oun songs that should be a “ hit.” “ You must,” he said, *‘ be
reminiscent "’ ; and he proceeded to coach me in the procedure, quoting the most favourable
material upon which to begin work. It was only then that I realised that the business of being
reminiscent in music is a business indeed ; and my visitor, who had all the frankness of a good
merchant selling his wares in the best market, was quite sincerely puzzled and a little hurt by my
refusal to consider so easy a proposition. Is it too much to suppose that the late Mr. Geoghegan,
with the music-hali mind of his epoch, considered that a good old ballad was anybody’s property ?



The sentiment created on both sides of the Atlantic by the War of Secession was certainly worth
exploiting. Thus far, then, my friends had good excuse for associating the song with that epoch.

Two of the songs in this volume—* Réisin Dubh 7 (Roipin ‘Oub) and “ The Red-
haired Man’s Wife "——bear symbolistic titles that belong to a time when it was the habit
of poets and ballad-writers to refer to Ireland under a concealed name. She became Caititin
n-Noutihan, the Sean bean boct  (the Poor Old Woman), Dark Rosaleen, Maipin
m-Cutlenan, and so on. When the hiat went forth from Dublin Castle that ballads (being powerful
political instruments) were not to be sold, ballad-mongers adopted the simple subterfuge of selling
bundles of straw, especially on such lucrative occasions as market days, for the price of a
broadsheet, giving the concealed broadsheet away with the bundle of straw. In Jacobite times
the allegorical ballad was at the height of its vogue, yet when the ban was lifted the allegorical
method remained, and has persisted even into the twentieth century, becoming living drama
in Yeats’s *‘ Cathleen ni-Houlihan ” and poignantly lyrical in Katherine Tynan’s poem.
Changing fashions may bring a new method and a new imagery into Anglo-Irish verse, but it
is unlikely that the theme will ever be exhausted, or that James Clarence Mangan’s treatment of
it will ever be surpassed--

Oh ! my dark Rosaleen,
Do not sigh, do not weep !
T'he priests are on the ocean green,
I'hey march along the deep.
T'here’s wine from the royal Pope
Upon the ocean green,
And Spanish ale shall give you hope,
My dark Rosaleen !
Shall glad vour heart, shall give you hope,
Shall give vou health, and help and hope,
My dark Rosaleen.

Over hills and through dales
Have [ roamed for your sake ;
All yesterday 1 sailed with sails
On river and on lake.
The Erne at 1ts highest Hood,
1 dashed across unseen,
For there was lightning in my blood,
My dark Rosaleen !
My own Rosaleen !
Oh'! there was lightning in my blood,
Red lightning lightened through my blood,
My dark Rosaleen.

Dedham,
Chnstmas, 1934. Hersert HucHEs.



The Leprehaun

PATRICK WESTON JOYCE (1827‘1914) Air taken down by’ P. W.ngce from a
By permission of

v i in 185
The Talbot Press Ltd.,Dublin. ballad singer in Limerick in 1853
, Allegro giocoso
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Editor’s Nete. When Dr. Joyce published his collection of old Irish airs in 1872 he was unable to
rememhber more than one line of the ballad to which this air had been sung both in Dublin and
Limerick, and wrote the words here given. In his “Ancient Irish Music” (1901 Edition) he made
the following remarks about the leprehaun: “It may be necessary to state, for the information
of those who are not acquainted with Irish fairies, that the leprehaun is a very tricky little
fellow, usually dressed in a green coat, red cap and knee breeches, and silver shoe buckles,
whom you may sometimes see in the shades of evening, or by moonlight under a bush, and he
is generally making or mending a shoe... If you catch him and hold him, he will, after a little
threatening, shew you where treasure is hid, or give you a purse in which you will always
find money. But if you once take your eyes off him, he is gone in an instant; and he is
very ingenious in devising tricks to induce you to look round... Every Irishman understands
well the terms cruiskeen and mountain dew... but for the benefit of the rest of the world

I think it better to state that cruiskeen is a small jar and that mounfain dew is potteen

1
or illicit whiskey.” H, H. All rights reserved

Tous droits réservés
Copyright 1935 by Boosey & Co.Ltd. Printed in England H. 14235
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Rich and Rare

From the poem by

The Summer is Coming”
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SAMUEL LOVER
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Roisin Dubh

THOMAS FURLONG 1794-1827

from the Irish

Andante con moto

(LITTLE BLACK ROSE)
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Note:— Roéisin Dubh was one of the many secret or allegorical names by which Ireland was referred to in
bardic literature and folk-lore. See note on“The Red Haired Man’s Wife?
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The Gallows Tree
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The Red-Haired Man’s Wife

KATHARINE TYNAN
By permission

Quasi senza tempo

AIR — bean an peap puad
(The Red-Haired Man's Wife)
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Editor’s Note. It is easy to conventionalise this very old air by putting it into a strict 3-4 measure. I have

preferred to write it out in this way so that the singer may the more easily express its freedom of rhythm.
The note-values are to be taken as an approximation only. “The Red-Haired Man’s Wife”is one of several

symholistic names for Ireland mentioned in the Preface.
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30 Te Harry F. Norman
An Irish Elegy

THOMAS MOORE AIR.— The Sixpence
(1779-1852)
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' DEDICATION

To Edward F. Tilyou
2 Caps Vit

It would seem, on first thoughts, a strange and unusual thing that an Irishman living
in Coney Island should induce an Irishman living in Chelsea to come to Kerry in search of
music. Yet on-second and last thoughts it has seemed not merely natural but inevitable.
You had been here before me and had made yourself beloved ; your enthusiasm became my
enthusiasm as a fire is lighted by a match ; and I ask you now to accept the dedication of
a volume that but for you would have been long delayed. Its making has been to me an
unclouded and happy adventure, and these pages, with all their imperfections, enshrine
friendships and conversations that you and I, with the Atlantic between us, value as living
and very precious memories.

Long ago in the North, when at work on my Songs of Uladh—a youthful collaboration
with Seosamh MacCathmhaoil—I realised that the art of ballad-making, if in decline, was
far from being dead. Local events in Donegal, episodes of recent history, were still being
- celebrated in rhymed verse. In the intervening years Ireland has experienced the agonies

of revolution and civil war beyond all telling, and I have heard highly respected scholars
state—it has even been given the permanence of print-—that the ballad singers are gone and
the countryside is silent. Never was there a more dismal mis-statement. As a nation
we are today going through a phase of extreme self-consciousness and introspection, and
it is the more easy, therefore, for intelligent people, living a reflective life among their books
and going into the Gaeltacht occasionally for a holiday, to miscalculate the very thing in
which they are most interested. This part of the ancient Kingdom of Kerry is alive with
music, even if that music, as elsewhere in the world, is tempered and influenced by the
decentralising tendency of modern life which is going on all the time. Here I have listened
to far more songs than I could put in this volume, songs that show an unbroken continuity
from the dayvs of Irish-speaking poets to the latest of the Come-all-yes. The two traditions
overlap, each intensely vital, with a natural preponderance on the side of what we must
call Anglo-Irish. The familiar manner of the Come-all-ye is retained in certain ballads
about (for example) a famous football match between North Kerry and Dublin in the year
1924, the achievements of an equally famous greyhound, and a battle between local Repub-
licans and the Free State troops during the civil war. Living personalities are referred to
with such frankness that I have had to resist my first inclination to put their exploits in
this book.

To the folk-lorist, as to the sociologist, the present phase of our national life presents
an unprecedented spectacle. With the creation of a (limited) I'ree State has come the
intensive cultivation of Irish in the national schools. This has raised problems, economic
and scholastic, which it is not my business to discuss here. The policy, far-seeing though
it may be, is, however, having curious paradoxical reactions in the domain of folk-music.
Partly through a desire for standardisation, and partly through the madifications created
by music print, the old rhapsodic beauty of such songs as @amonn an Cnute and Seaﬁhn
O "Duibip an Bleanna is being shorn and trimmed into a neat Anglicisation which it is
the very object of the authorities to avoid. Children with beautiful voices, singing in
unison and phrasing with admirable unanimity, are unconsciousiy helping on this deadly
work day by day, and unless the matter is taken in hand now the next generation, brought
up even more effectively on compulsory Irish, will receive a tainted and discredited legacy.

This is a danger, of course, that does not confront the more modern Anglo-Irish ballads
of the kind included in these pages. These are songs of leisure and relaxation sung in the
kitchen or round the public-house fire, songs that conform more easily than do the tradi-
tional Irish to the notation of the tempered scale. More than once I have had to abandon
the attempt to make an air fit into the conventional five-lines-and-four-spaces of a musical
clef, a difficulty that generally besets the “ collector ” of Irish tunes. The question of
harmonisation I have fully discussed in previous volumes, and I need only admit once
more that much of the essential character of an old song is lost the moment it is brought
into contact with harmony--—in other words, with the piano. At the best, it is created



anew, and if the spirit is retained that is all the interfering musician can hope for. At
least it extenuates his meddling.

I have found West Kerry rich in musical folk. It is true that the Uillean pipes have
practically disappeared, that there are few fiddles about, that the imported melodeon is
now the common domestic instrument, and that you must dance to it—even on the Great
Blasket. My personal experience is that the art of music is concentrated in the love-song
and ballad, and that the singer is often a good critic with more than a touch of the creative
artist in him. One day, for instance, a youth with a fine tenor voice, came to Cahirciveen
on a visit and sang a number of songs to me. He had no technical knowledge of music,
but always listened when he could to other singers on the radio. Among the songs he had
heard was my somewhat formal setting (1909) of the air to “ Down by the Sally Gardens ”
which, you will remember, goes thus—

Andante con moto

He remembered the tune imperfectly, while I purposely refrained from pretending to any
knowledge of it. His recollection of Yeats's verses, however, was almost without fault,
and out of his musical sense he evolved this lovely variant, partly derived, partly invented—

and this is, again, not unlike a variant of something else, yet fits the words precisely.

We are too much inclined to pedantry on this subject of variants, forgetting that
what matters most is not that an air is ** correct,” but that it is good. I am not at all
convinced that there is really such a thing as a correct version of any traditional tune,
even if you can point to its earliest appearance in print. In this part of the world, where
ballads have been composed apparently without a break for generations, tunes are often
borrowed and adapted to fit the words at the discretion either of the author or the singer,
or both, the verses generally cast in a familiar metre. Natural laws operate here as in
everything else and, provided the ballad is strong enough to survive, one of two things is
bound to happen to the tune : if it is distinctive enough it will be kept fairly intact ; if it
1s not, it will take some slightly new shape according to the singer’s inventiveness, and be
modified gradually by the community until it becomes more or less fixed. (The quality
of beauty is a resultant matter, and may be left to metaphysicians and philosophers. My
own feeling is that our people have an unerring, though maybe half-conscious, sense of
it in music. In the ballad it is the words that matter first and last).

You remember *“ Skiberreen ’—1I gave a Tyrone version of it in Volume II of Irish
Country Songs—a ballad of eviction with its period written indelibly all over it ? Here
the same tune is sung, slightly varied, to two other ballads which have no connexion with
each other—to * Galway Bay "’ and to ‘“ My blue-eyed mountain queen,” and I think there
are others. The former, very well sung in the traditional manner by a young man in this
neighbourhood. begins characteristically— '

It’s far away I am today from scenes 1've roamed a boy,
It’s long ago the hour 1 know I first left Illinois,

Nor time nor tide nor waters wide can win my heart away ;
For ever true it flies to you, my dear old Galway Bay. . . .



and I have chosen to give * My blue-eyed mountain queen ” for its local references. Again
another air is sung both to “ My bonny labouring boy ” and to ‘* Old Erin so far away,”
the latter beginning—

The sun sank down in the Western sky and a deadly fight was o’er,

And thousands lay on the cold, cold ground their lives to claim no more.

The moonbeams shone on the battlefield where a dying soldier lay
Far away from the friends that he loved so well in old Erin so far away . . .

and I have chosen the former with no more excuse than it is on a more cheerful theme.
(There is still another ballad in existence, called ‘“ My bonny Irish boy ** which goes to the
same air, but I have not heard it here) As vou turn over these pages you will notice other
points of resemblance or relationship. You will observe that “ I'm a decent good Irish
body ’ goes to a sprightly variant of the slow Northern tune to which *“ Norah O'Neale "
is sung (Vol. IT). “ The Star of the County Down " is another that has had a travelling
career. It, too, is obviously of the North, but it is known in the States, and has been
familiar here for generations. The late Mrs. Milligan Fox published many years ago a
ballad with the refrain—

My love Nell is an Irish girl
From the County Down she came . . ...

and there is a version here of which the corresponding lines are—

‘My love Nell is a darling girl
From the Cove of Cork she came . . . .

In this the North and South are amicably related, the tune going equally well to each set
of verses. You will realise that such ballads as ““ Oh, father, father, build me a boat,”
“ A young maid stood in her father’s garden,” and the facetious ** Tigaree torum orum "’
must have come to us from England generations ago in spite of the Irish tang that is an
essential ingredient. How and when they came to the heart of these Kerry mountains it
would be interesting to discover, for there is no longerany considerable migration of labourers
to English and Scots farms such as that which was customary in the North at harvesting
time : always a fruitful source of exchange in balladry. And I cannot regard “I have a
bonnet trimmed with blue ”’ as anything but a nineteenth-century importation of a familiar
polka from the other side of the Irish Sea in spite of the fact that my friends, Colm O’Loch-
lainn and John F. Larchet, have printed it in their Zu Claspeeaoal going delightfully to
the words— . _

O hil geo kil oveip 4’66

'Si’gul o1 cpégleann 4’ceo . . .
a quaint metamorphosis indeed.

‘“ Oh Limerick is beautiful ”’ is a further case of a song having more than one incarna-
tion. I am inclined to think that the verses attributed to Dion Boucicault were, like those
of Michael Scanlan, founded on an anonymous or traditional original. Otherwise it would
be impossible to account for the close similarity between the work of the two writers. I
give them here for comparison :

BY MICHAEL SCANLAN.

Oh, Limerick is beautiful,
As ev’'rybody knows,

And by that city of my heart
How proud old Shannon flows !

It sweeps down by the brave old town
As pure in depth and tone

As when Sarsfield swept the Saxons from
The walls of Garryowen.

"Tis not for Limerick I sigh—
Though I love her in my soul—
Though times will change and friends will
And man will not control ; [die,
No, not for friends long passed away
Or days for ever flown,
But that the maiden I adore
Is sad in Garryowen.

BY DION BOUCICAULT.

Limerick is beautiful,
As everybody knows ;
The river Shannon full of fish,
Through that city flows.
But ’tis not the river or the fish
That weighs upon my mind
Nor with the town of Limerick
I've any fault to find—
Ochone, ochone.

The girl I love is beautiful
As soft-eyed as the fawn ;
She lives in Garryowen
And is called the Colleen Bawn.
And proudly as that river flows
Through that famed city
As proudly and without a word
That Colleen goes by me—
Ochone, ochone.



Oh, she I love is beautiful,
And world-wide is her fame ;

She dwells down by the rushing tide,
And Eire is her name ;

And dearer than my very life
Her glances are to me,

The light that guides my weary soul
Across life’s stormy sea.

I loved her in my boyhood,
And now in manhood’s noon,

The vision of my life is still
To dry thy tears, aroon ;

I'd sing unto the tomb, or dance
Beneath the gallows tree,

To see her on the hills once more

If I was made the Emperor
Of Russia to command,
Or Julius Caesar, or the Lord
Lieutenant of the land.
I'd give the armies off the land
My fleets from off the sea,
‘With the Horse, the Rifles and the Foot
And the Royal Artillerie—
Ochone, ochone.

I'd give the crown from off my head
My people on their knees ;

I'd give the fleet of sailing ships
Upon the briny seas.

A beggar I would go to bed,
And happy rise at dawn ;

If by my side, for my sweet bride,
I had found my Colleen Bawn—

Proud, passionate and free. Ochone, ochone !

There are, no doubt, other versions extant, but the fragment I have noted from a local
singer seems to me to get near enough to the root of the matter to deserve inclusion on its
own simple merits. The Ca1lin ban, like Ro11in Dud, the Sean bean boet and Carcitin
n1 houlihawn is, as you know, but one of several symbolical names for Ireland, and in this
version of the Limerick song you will see that the reference to Garryowen has some point.

In “ Johnny Doyle ’ thereis a song of a type familiar in the North with its tragic story
of a ““ mixed marriage,” while in such ballads as ““ The Fenians of Cahirciveen,” *“ The
Top of Inney’s Side,”” * The Hounds of Filemore,” and *“ The Dingle Puck-Goat ” the vivid
life of West Kerry is crystallised in a way that the finest realistic prose can hardly equal
and certainly never surpass. ‘‘The Top of Inney’s Side” is a curious parallel, both in
words and tune, to *“ The Winding Banks of Erne ”; and since I began this collection a
Kerry man, in a cross-channel steamer, sang me, to the same tune, at half-past six in the
morning—neither he nor I having found a bed the previous night—a capital South-Irish
ballad of post-Fenian days entitled “ Erin’s lovely Lee.” Only our arrival at Cork put a
stop to his superb singing, singing that was accompanied by that rhythmic gesture of hands
which is so characteristic of the older generation of Kerry singers. Again since working
on this collection I was able, through the courtesy of Fionan MacCollum, to obtain the
complete verses of “Camm 1 n-Appeapr” As there are thirteen of these, plus the refrain, I
decided it would be better for the purpose of this volume to set the fragmentary version
just as I heard it, with a fairly literal translation of my own into English.

In these pages you will find fighting and poaching, beagle-hunting and riotous fantasy
that are in the blood of these courteous and hospitable people. You may find satire in
“ The Philippine Soldier ” that recalls “ The Playboy of the Western World,” a portrait
faithful in all its details ; but it is satire without real malice. For indeed the subject
himself had shyly collaborated in its composition, and the singer who sang it to me remarked
“I gave him a greyhound pup to get the words of that song, a pup worth four pounds.”

As Twritehere from thewooded seclusion of Villa Nova,with the stark slopesof Castlequin
and Knocknatobar behind me, the lively little town facing ne across the Ferta, and Valentia
out in the Atlantic to my right, I find myself preoccupied-with impressions and memories
of the last few months. Light-heartedness and conviviality, dignity and gentle manners,
are outstanding characteristics of a community that faced pillage and death only a few
years ago and will, no doubt, face the problems of tomorrow with equal fortitude. The
chequered period covered during the last two decades is but a phase in the history of a
people bearing names that were old before ever a Norman or an Englishman had set foot
on the land. History itself has been a great leveller and mixer -through the centuries,
and today class distinctions are nearly non-existent. Success in dealing and bargaining
may bring as much credit and respect as it deserves; but the ballad is more honoured
than the newspaper, if only because it is regarded as permanent and more true to life, and
no one is more welcome round a fireside than the singer of a good song.

Mhire vo éapa rontauin

Cahirciveen, September, 1936. HeRBERT HUGHES.
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The hounds of Filemoré
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Editor’s nofe_ The author of this nineteenth-century ballad was schoolmaster and sportsman, and dieda few
Kea.rs ago at an advanced age. He was a tenant on Danifel O’Connell’s estate at Carhan, and itissaid that as a boy
e frequently took part in the local drag-hunt with the Liberater himself, For these verses I am indebted to his

nephew, MT Patrick-O’Reardon, of Cahirciveen. H.H.
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” My Buachaillin Donn

(MY BROWN-HAIRED BOY)
JOHN KEEGAN CASEY

(“Leo”) 1845-1878
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Tigaree torum orum

Molto animato e giocoso
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The top of Inny’s side
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The Little Black Rose
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THOMAS FURLONG (1794-1827)
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