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DRAMATIS PERSONA.

Lapy LucY L ESTRANGE ..ovvivneeirinsieeeeinn A Youne Wipow. .
COUNTESS GRASMERE tevvvenenensrerreenanenenneninannns Diseuisep as A Lapy’s Maip.
Costumes,

Lapy Lucy.—Elegant deshabille; shoes.
Counrtess.—Plain French grey costume, high ; plain collar and cuffs ; smart apron ; no jewellery
or other ornaments. On entering, she wears shawl and plain black straw Lat,

afterwards replaced by soubrette’s cap.

TIME OF REPRESENTATION THIRTY-FIVE MINUTES.



MY NEW MAID.

OVERTURE.

Andante.
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(Scexe—Boudoir of Lavy Lvey wm Half-moon Street.
R., table with lamp lit, and writing materials. Small
taper and matches. 1., a Plano open. At back '
Escritoire with papers, de., in drawers.  Canterbury
with music. Two ladies’ trunks open, with dresses
hanging over, as if in course of being unpacked.
Chairs ranged.—Sinall fautewil L., c., stool.
¢. at back and . Time, cvening.
¢ N.B.—This set is easily arrangeable in any drawing-room.
[Extra properties.— Bowx with high heeled ball shoes,
—a sealed letter—a feather duster.
[Immediately the Curtain vises, Enter Lapy Lvey,
R., speaking as she comes on.
Oh, the little miseries of this world! No sooner
do I return to London after an absence of two
years, than my maid leaves me (sits at table, R.),
and without the slightest warning—and here
am I—that most melancholy sight—a helpless
woman who can't dress hersclf by herself.
However, I have been recommended another by
Mrs. Armytage—and I hope she will be here
at once—or I shall run to rags incontinently.
(Smiling.) And that would be a pretty sort of
toilette in which to receive my betrothed hus-
band, Lord Hurlingham, after all his kindness
to me in Italy, when I was left a widow amongs
strangers. (Llising.) So I do wish my new
maid would come. (Tap at door back.) Come
in!

Lapy.

FEnter the CountEss, c. back.
Cour. Lady Lucy L’Estrange ?
Lapy. Yes.
Coun. (coming down jauntily, ®., ¢.) I come from Mrs.
Armytage.
Lapy. (sitting in
maid ?

Sautewil, v., ¢) Ah! the new

Coux. Precisely,

Lapy.
Coun.
Liapy.
Coun.
Laby.
Coun.
Laby.

Coun,

Lapy.
Coun.
Lapy.
Coun.
Laby.
Coun.
Lapy.

Counx.
Lapy.

Coun.
Lapy.
Coun.
Laby.

Lapy.

Mrs. Armytage recommended you highly to nte.
Yes—and she recommended you highly to me.
(after a stare.) That was considerate !

(calmly seating herself at table.) Wasn't it ?
(aside.) This is an odd style of ladies’ maid !
You have rather a pretty room here ?

(stifily.) You are very good. Why did you
leave your last place ?

Why? Oh—Dbecause my mistress so far forgot
herself as to make her own dresses.

(smiling.) The reason is satisfactory.

Why did your maid leave you ?

Because she’s going to be married.

The reason is satisfactory.

(rising and cwrtseying.) 1 am so glad!

(rising and curtseying.) Don’t mention it.

(aside.) Well! I have been sometime out of

England, and I suppose this is the latest style.

But what an odd ladies’ maid !~

I think you will suit me,

I hope so—the other contingenecy of your suiting

meis not worth considering. You are called

Fanny.

And you are ready to begin

Now.

So much the better. They will show you your

room, and then you can return.

[CountEss bows ceremoniously—walks off at buck,
and banys door. .

(laughing heartily.) Well!l that is the oddest

maid I ever had. The girl is wonderfully good

style though, and I daresay I shall be able to

break her in to my paces, which are not quite

so fast as her own. There is only one being

more difficult t6 manage than a husband, and

that is a femme de chambre. Yet one must have

both ; one must love, and one must dress,

?

No. 1.—SONG, “YES! LOVE HAS TURN'D QUITE MOODISH.”

(LADY LUCY L’'ESTRANGE.)

Allegro vivo.
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[Upon last symphony, enter at back the Countess. | Coun. Yes, my lady.
with her cap and apron, and bearing a feather- | Liapy. (still writing.) ~What are you particularly good
duster. Lavy Lucy sits at table, Rr., and at, Fanny.
begins to write letter. Coun. All that a lady shouldn’t know. [ranging charrs.
Lapy. Fanny. Lapy. Ah! in a servant that is well. And your
Covn. My lady ? character ?
Lapv. Dust the pictures, and put the furniture a little | Cous. Have none. Adopt that of my mistress.
order, whilst I write this note. Laby. (smiling—aside.) This is the oddest maid I ever




had! (Couvxtess brushes pictures, and makes a |.Coun. Yes.
noise.) What are yon doing ? Lapy. Where did you get this ring ?
Coux. Dusting the pictures. [z. | Coun. Oh—oh—from g iady—my last mistress.
Lapy. I thought you were playing wall dominoes. Lavy. (trying to laugh it off.) Of course. Yes. I see
[ Writes. (dside.) If he gaveit! No, no, absurd.
Coun. (aside.) She has intellect—1I rather think shell | Coun. (aside.) Jealous. I don’t think she'll suit.
do. Lapy. (rising.) Finish arranging the room. (Counress
Lapy. Light the taper. ' curtsies.) I will return presently. (Guing ®.)
Coun. Where are the matches ? [crosses r. | Coux. And my ring ?
Lapy. That is for you to find out. Laov. I had forgotten. (Gives it.) (Aside.) What a
Coux. (taking box from chimney.) Ah! here they are. very odd ladies’ maid. ' [Exit .
(Striking them 7roughly on the wall.) Bad. | Coun. (setting in fauteuil, ., c.) Well! if Mrs.
(Another. Won'’t go. (dnother.) Ridiculous. Armytage could sce me now, I think she
Lapy. Good gracious, Fanny, don’t strike lights in would severely repent of recommending Lady
that manner. CGrasmere as maid to my brother’s intended!
Coun. Then, why don’t you have better vestas? My brother’s intended. Dear Hurlingham! my
(Lights candle on table.) There ! pet brother—with -as little notion of women
« Light, seeking light, doth light of light beguile.” as he has of Confucius. But I have always
Lapy. (surprised) What is that ? looked after him—the number of serious flirta-
Coun. Shakespeare. ¢ Love's Labour Lost.” tions Thave knocked over—the number of aspir-
Lapy. (sealing letter.) Ah! (d4side.) She quotes Shake- ing damsels whom I have blighted—all in his
speare now ! (Aloud.) Where is my seal ? interest (laughs), and so he’s single still. But
Coun. (tossing things about on table.] Don’t see it. this time it is serious, he even refused to let me
Lapy. Provoking. meet this Lady Lucy L’Estrange, saying,
Coun. Take my ring. [Fives it. ¢ Dear Flora, I know your talents for spoiling a
Lavy. (sealing with it.) Thanks —a pretty ring. match, and this one is bound fo come off.”
(Suddenly.) ~ Ha! The cipher of the Hurl- (rising.) Is it? Not unless she satisfies me,
inghams! and to that end I am here, & model maid.
.
No. 2.—ARIA, “THE MODEL MAID.”
(COUNTESS.)
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Coun. If my hushand only knew I was on this expedi-

Lapy.
CoUN.
Lapv.

Coun.
Lapy.

tion. Oh! But he doesn’t—and I think I can
trust Mrs. Armytage not to tell. (goes to piano
ond turns over susic.) What taste has she in
music ?  Songs without words—Book second—
Mattei’s Valse—Heller—not a bad selection—
and of course the irrepressible Angot thing.

[Tucks duster in below arin, and begins playing piano

standing—** Towrnez " Valse.

Enter Liavy Livcy, R., in astonishment.
(aside.) Thisis the oddest ladies’ maid! (Aloud.)
Fanny!
(With @ wud chord—and beginning to dust piano.)
My lady ?
(advancing, ¢.) You were playing.
No—dusting. (Makes notes sound.)
Because if you wish to practice your piano, I
would make arrangements to be out.

[Sits at table.

Coun. Not at all, my lady. (dside.) Sarcastic—I
don’t thinkshe'll do. [Dell off.

Laspy. See who that is.

Coun. Yes, my lady. [ Ewits at back.

Lavy. (rising.) She was distinetly playing the piano—

Inter
Coun.

Lapy.
Coun.
Lapy.
Coun.
Lapy.
Coun.
Liapy.
Coun.
Lapy.

Coun.
Liapy.
Coun.
Lapy.
Coun.
Lany,
Coux.
Lapv.
Cavx.
Lapy.
Coun.
Lapv.
Couv.

Lapy

she quotes Shakespeare—and wears « ring with
armorial bearings, The oddest—ah, here she is.

Couxnress at back with letter—uwhich she looks at
JSwrtively as she comes down,

(aside.) My husband’s writing—T'll swear it is

my husband’s writing—I know his pothooks !

Well ?

A letter, my lady—in a great hurry.

In a great hurry ?

Yes.

Then give it me.

Presently.

What !

Take it then —

(taking it aside.) A white hand that for a servant.

And what an odd manner ! [pause.

(tmpatient.) Well ?

I beg your pardon ?

You don’t open it ?

I will—immediately—

Ah!

You ave gone.

Oh!

Leave the room.

I have not finished the furniture.

Leave the room.

(going up a step.) Perhaps there is an answer ?

Possibly.

{going up another step.) So I had better—-m

. (severely.) Leave the room !

{Looks at it aside.

[ Joyously.

[Disappaointed.
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Coun.

Coun

Coun

Coux

Coun
Lapy
Coun
Lapy
Counx

Laby.

Lapy.
Coun.
Lavy. (advancing.)
Coun.
Loy,

Laby.

Lapv.

(sharply.) I'm going. (Aside at doorback.) My
husband knows that woman. Oh! I will—

[Lapy Lwey twns and  stamps foot.  Euwil

Countess at back.

(laughing and subsiding into arm chair.) Ha! ha!
ha! that is the strangest girl. (Looking at
letter.) I do mnot know the hand writing.
(Opens it and turns to signature.) Grasmere!
From Lord Grasmere—brother in law of my
future husband. (Rises.) Strange. What can
he have to say to me. (Reads.) ¢ Madame—I
have just learned to my extreme displeasure and
annoyance that my wife, Lord Hurlingham’s
sister, has seen fit to play a little masquerade
in your establishment, disguised as a ladies’
maid. What her raotive can be I know not, but
I trust to your good nature to overlook this
silly freak, and bring it to an end as quickly as
possible.” Ah! no wonder I thought my maid
a little strange. - Very well—my Countess
Gragsmere—meanvwhile I will play the game out.
You would be my servant? You shall be it !
You wish to find out my character, no doubt!
You shall find, at least, that' I can make you
jealous! Ah! now I think of it—she recognised
her husband’s writing. She would give her
diamonds for the letter—so I must keep it well.
(Putitin bosom.) There! (Crossingr.) Now,
my new maid, enjoy a little suspense. [Ewit ».

Einter cautiously at back the Counrtess.
She’s gone to her room! Now for that letter.
I will have that letter. It must be somewhere !
{Looks over tables—piano—escritoire—pulls drawers
out, scalters papers, books, elc., over stage,
Jinally drags everything out of trunks and
litters them out.

Enter Laoy Liucy, . She speaks at door.
Heaven's! What are you doing.

(panting.) Tidying up!

Tidying up, eh ?

Yes. .

Well. I think you had better not tidy up any
more. (dAside.) Bhe’s been looking for the
letter. [Sits at tuble.

. (coming down.) Any answer to that letter ?

What letter ?

Lord Grasmere's ?

How do you know it was from Lord Grasmere ?
The postman said so—

The postman ?—

I mean the footman,

Oh!

Well ?



Lapy. (cooly.) Give me my fan. telling you. Faect is youre warm, and a little
[CountESs takes it from side table, marches dowr oppressive.
with it, and thrusts it into Liapy Lucy's hand. | Coun. My lady. (dside.) Oh! If I only knew about
Coux. There! that letter.
Lapy. (aside.)  She’s beginning to be exasperated. | Lapy. In short, Fanny, the sooner you leave your posi-
(Aloud.) Stand away from me, please. tion the better. (Rises.) I don’t mind teaching
Coux. Why ? [Moving off. you—see that you obey.
Lapy. Well—it is very bad style for a servant to | Coun. You are too good. (dside.) I will have that
ask the why of anything—but I don’t mind letter.

No. 3.~DUETT, “«YOU ARE AWKWARD AND RUDEL.”

(LADY LUCY and COUNTESS.)

_Moderato. Lapy Lucr.
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(Gravely motions COUNTESS to arm chair, L.C., then takes stooi, R., and carries it deferentially
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(CouNTESS throws stool to LADY Lucy, who wm-
mediately rises and pretends to be in a passion.)

Lapy Lucy (rising.)
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CouNTESS (aside).
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(LapY Lucy seats herself, laughing, s arm chair, L.C. COUNTESS turns angrily up stage, and stands with her back to audience.)
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heel down. Comic business. Then getting exasperated she
starts up and rushes down front.)
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“Laby. (z.) Leave my house at once! (Giving letter.)

Coun. She knew me! V
There is your character! - , [They look-at each other, then burst into laughter.
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(LADY LUCY and COUNTESS.)
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FRENCIT'S

From approved designs. Representing scenes suitable for any piece. These are invaluable
to amateur scene-painters, and also a great guide and help to a professional.

PRICE, COLORED, EACH, . . : : . . : 30 Cents.
PRICE, PLAIN, EACH, . . : . . . - . 15 Cents.
1. Cottage, Interior. . ................. ... 7 SHrECt. it e
2, Exterior......... . ........ ... .. 8 Palace......... ... il
3. Wood...oo oo oo 9. Drawing-room.............. ... ....

4. Prison . ... ... ..o oo 1o. Library..... ... ..o ool
5. Fieldoo.oooo oo ool e 11. Street, Foreign.................... ...
6. Castle....... ... ... ool 12. Roadside Inn, with river and br1dge

OPERETTAS.

Fifteen Cents Each, Without Music.

Dolly..... . .o e 3 1 Of Age To-morrow.................. 3 3
Good Night, Senor Pantaloon........ 5 3 Poor Soldier.................... ... 7 2
Haunted Mill....................... I 1 1 Quaker...... ..... oo 4 3
Highland Reel............. ..... ... 10 2 Rosina............................. 6 3
Jeanette’s Wedding Day ... ...... 2 1 ’ Ring and the Keeper................ 1 1
Jessie of Dunblaine............. ... 8 2 | Swiss Cottage............ ......... 2 1
Loanof alover.... .. ... ... ... ... 4 2 Two Blinds (1) ...........coiiiiit. 2 0
Lost and Found.................... 3 2 | TwoGregories ..................... 3 2
Madame Angot (3) ..... ........... 7 6 | Trombalcazar....................... 3 1
Midas ..... oo i 8 5§ Waterman. . .......cooii i, 2 2
No Song, No Supper................ 5 3 | Whosthe Heir?................ ... I I
No . i i e 4 3

The Vocal Music of Shakespeare’s Plays.

With Pianoforte Accompaniment, adapted for binding, with any modern edition of Shakes-
peare, in single plays.

1. Thou Soft Flowing Avon (with Titles 8. Measure for Measure.... . ... ... $o 40

and Index of the work).......... .$o 40 4. Merchant of Venice ..... ... ... .. ... 8o
6. Antony and Cleopatra...... ..... 40 16. Merry Wives of Windsor.......... 8o
20. As You Like it .......... ... ... 8o 3. Midsummer Night’'s Dream........ I 50
13. Cymbeline...... .. ........ ... ... 40 | 19. Much Ado About Nothing .. . ...... 60
14. Hamlet.. ... ... ... .00 ol 40 12, Othello......... ... ... oo L. 40
17. Henry IV, Part 2..... ... ........ 40 | 21. Romeo and Juliet................. 40
18. Henry VIII. .. .... ... ... .. ... 40 2. The Tempest......... P 1 00
15. King Lear......... .. ... .. .. 40 7. Twelfth Night......... ... ....... 60
9. Love’s Labour Lost............ ... 40 5. Two Gentlemen of Verona. ... .. 40
10. Macbeth . ...... ... ... .. .. . 1 oo | 11. Winter’s Tale............ ... ... 60

Complete in Cloth, Ten Dollars.
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Lacy’s Acting Edition Complete.

1,500 plays in 100 vols. of fifteen numbers cach, with indexes. Library, edition, hand-
somely bound in half-calf, price two dollars and seventy-five cents per volume, Sold singly
or in sets. They arc the most perfect edition of plays ever published, and no library can be con-
sidered complete without them.

French’s Standard and Minor Dramas.

8o vols. of eight plays each, ncatly bound in cloth, one dollar and twenty-five cents
per volume. This edition comprises all the famous plays in the language, and is just what
is required for reference.  No club-house should be without them, and cvery dramatic society
should have them. It is very easy to select from them plays exactly suited to each individual of,
the company, after which it is an easy matter to order the necessary copices,

S Q =~
Lagy’s Dramatic Costumes.
In sixty-cight parts of six plates each, beautifully colored, one dollar each part, or completedsi
and elmﬂntly bound sixty dollars. ! :
“Lacy's invaluable books on costumes give full particulars of every varicty of dramatic an
historical costume from the period of the ancient l)nt(m to the present day ™ Court Journal,
These plates represent all dresses, National, Historical, and Dramatic  They are gmphl-
cally described in our large catalogue, which gives the name and date of cach costume.

E'ren

g p fpﬁ fve Ca, bJ’u‘lw

Ethiopean Dramas, Operas, Fairy Dramas, Guide Books, Home Plays, Mrs. Jarley's Wax \N’()tksg
Pantomimes, Reciters, Speakers, cte., etc, sent free to any address. ¥

‘l"!

frencgh’s Amatenr Catalogue,

Containing a list of plays especially adapted for amatears, describing cach play in the
most minute manner, so that what is wanted can be scen at a glance by tlw managcer or (‘()mpi‘i
mittee.  Also, a descriptive price list of amateur necessities, such as

Tableau Lights, Burnt Cork, Wigs, Beards;' Mustaches, Colored
Fire, Preparations for the Face, Etc., Etc.
Sent free to any address. : :

SAMUEL FRENCH <& SON,

122 INassau Stroeet, IN.
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