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HE Introduction of a new Charader into this Work, namely, that of the
Moftra, y or Index, may, perhaps, be judged by fome an unneceflary, by
others a prefumptuous Attempt; it was therefore thought proper in this
Place to fay fomething in its Defence and Explanation,

In all Compofitions for Inftruments in Parts, and which are publifhed in feparate
Books, and fcldom perufed in Seore, moft Performers arc frequently at a lofs to know
the Compofer’s Defign : hence proceed many difcordant Ricercate®, where only the full
unmixed Harmony fhou’d be heard ; another Confequence has been, that for want of
fome fuch Charaéter as the Moltra above mentioned, the very beft Contrivances in a good
Compofition have often pafled undiftinguifhed and negleéted. To remedy this Defeé,
it feems neceffary to point out, in cach Part, every leading and refponfive Fugne : for
which purpole the Moftra is placed over the firlt Note of every accidental Subject, as well
as principal ; the former being rather more neceflary to be thus diftinguithed, as every
Perfon, capable of performing in Concert, muft know the principal Subjeé wherever it
occurs, and therefore will of courle give Zhat its proper Expreflion.  But the accidental
Subjeéts are, onaccount of their Variety, much more difficult to be afcertained: fome-
times indeed they are a Part or Aecompanyment of the principal, and then may be filed
a fecond, or third Subje&, as they are generally repeated, or at leaft fo retouch'd in the
Progrefs of the Fugue, as render them eafily known. But yet there are oftentimes other
Subjeéts entirely different from the Principal, asin the Fugues of this Work, and which,
being feldom or never repeated, are therefore flill more neceflary to be marked as above;
for having always fome peculiar Relation to the other Parts, it is ablolutely neceflary
that they fhou'd be juftly exprefled: And this can only be done by a fimple, plain,
yet energetick Execution ; for wherever a Subjeét is propofed, it can never, with Pro-
priety, admit of any Variation; Expreflion alone being fufficient to give us every thing
that can be defired from Harmony.

THUs, by a due Obfervance of the Molftra, the Performer will be greatly affifted
e == = 2. 5 & - o . 2
in comprenending all the Harmony and Contrivances of  the Compofer, and obtain an
Advantage and Pleafure, almoft cqual to that of playing from the Seare.

By what s faid, it appears that this Moftra will be of fimilar ufe in Mufic to that of
Capitals, Itulics, and other orthographical 1luftrations in Writing ; and thercfore, per-
haps, may make the Chance which a Mufical Author has for Succefs, more nearly equal
tothat of 2 Literary one; for itis certain that the former at prefent lyes under fo many
additional Difadvantages, that whatever ferves to leffen or remove any of them will be
thought an Invention of no trivial Utility.  For Inftance, how often does the Fate of a
Concerto depend on the temerarious Execution of a Sett of Performers, who have never
previoufly confidercd the Work, examined the Connedtion of its Parts, or ftudied the
iﬂnmnt?:}nqnflthc Whole? Was a Dramatick Author in fuch a Situation, as that the
succefs of his Play depended on a fingle Recital, and that too by Perfons thus un-

A prepared,
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prepared, 1 fancy he would fcarce choofe to run the Rifque, tho’ he had even Mr Gar-
rick for one of his Rehearfers. Yet what the Poet never did, nor ever will venture,
the Harmonift is of Neceflity compell'd to; and that alfo frequently, when he has not
yet acquir'd a Character to prejudice the Audience in his Favour, or is in any Situation
to prevent their firft Cenfure from being Determinate and Final.

Tk Author of thefe Concertos, thoroughly aware of this, thought that the above
Expedient, by making his Work more intelligible, might probably fecure to it a better
Fate than it would otherwife meet with; and he does not doubt, but if all his Per-
formers will pleafe to pay a due Regard to the Intention of this Figure, it will be of
fingular Ule in the Execution of this, and other Works of the fame Nature; and may
promote a manly, and judicious Execution of the Concerts, as much as the Marks in-
vented by the excellent Mr Geminiani are of Service for acquiring a genteel, and ealy
Manner in the Soo. To this greateft Mafter of | Inftrumental Mufick (whofe ini-
mitable Works ought to have been much more our Pattern, elpecially as his Refidence
has been fo long in this Kingdom)) the Publick are indebted for feveral excellent Rules
for playing that kind of Compofition in Tafte: ltwere to be wifh'd he had extended
thele allo to the Concerto; but as he has not, the World will, perhaps, not think the
following Directions entircly below their Notice,

BuT tolay downa complete Syftem of Rules, is not my Intention ; as that wou'd
be an Undertaking far beyond my Power to execute, particularly fuch Rules as require
many fine Examp les to illuftrate all the Graces, both of Harmony and Expreflion ; for
thefe muft be drawn from a long and decp Experience in the various Stles of Mulic;
and which, were they ever fo juftly explain’d, are ftill beft acquired by the Ear, froma
{kilful Performance. 1 {hall therefore only attempt to give fome few Hints, which may
be of Service in the performing of fuch Concertes, as have pretty nearly an equal Share
of Air and Exprefiion in all their Parts.

Tug firlt material Circumftance which ought to be confidered in the Performance of

this Kindof Compofition, is the Number and Quality of thofc Inftruments that may
aive the beft Effet.

Axp 1/t 1 woud propole, cxclufive of the four Principal Parts, which muft be al-
ways complete, that the Chorus of other Inftruments fhou'd not exceed the Number
following, viz, fix Prims, and four feconds Ripienos; tour Ripiens Bafjes, and two Double
BufJés, and a Harpficord. A lefler Number of Inftruments, ncar the fame Proportion,
will alfo have a proper Effeé, and may anfwer the Compofer’s Intention; but more
wou'd probably deftroy the jult Contraft, which fhou'd always be kept up between the
Clorus and Sels: for in this Cafe the Effe@ of two or three fingle Inftruments wou'd
be loft and m'f.‘rp::-wcr'd by the Succellion of too grand a Chorus : and to double the
Prinic, and Seconds Concertino, or Vialsncells in the Sulo, wou'd be an Impropricty in the
Condué of our Mufical Occonomy, too obvious to require any thing fhou'd be faid on
that Head. It may be objected, perhaps, that the Number of Buafjes, in the above
Calculation, wou'd be found too powerful for the Fialins: But as the latter Inftru-
ments are in their Tone fo clear, fprightly, and piercing, and as they rather gain more
Force by this Addition, they will always be heard: However, if it were poflible, there

thou'd



P BV A € u i

fhou’d never be wanting a Doxble Bafs; clpecially in a Performance of full Concertos,
as they cannot be heard to any Advantage without that xosLE FounpaTioN of their
Harmony. As to W#ird Inftruments, thele arcall fo different in their Tone and Regi-
fer from thofe of the Stringed Kind, befides the Irremediable Difagreement of their
rifing in their Pitch, while the others are probably falling; that they fhou'd neither be
continued too long in Ufe, nor employ'd but in fuch Pieces, as are exprefly adapted to
them ; fo thatin the general Work of Concertos for Violins, e, they are almoft al-
ways Improper;. unlefs we admit of the Baffoon, which, if performed by an expert
Hand, in a foft and ready Tone, and only in thofe Paffages that are natural to it, may
then be of fingular Ule, and add Fulnefs to the Harmony.

Dip every Performer confider the Furt of his Inftrument, and where its beft Fx-
preflion lay, there to exert it moft; I fhou'd but have little Pretence for my prefent Ac-
tempt in the enfuing Direétions.

adly. In the four principal Parts, there ought to be four Performers of almoft equal
Maftery; as well inregard to Tiine, as Execution ; for however ealy it may feem to ac-
quire thc former, yet nothing more fthews a Mafter than a fteady Performance through-
out the whole Movement, and therefore chiefly neceflary in the leading Parts. But
this Rule is generally negleted by placing one of the worft Hands to the Tenor ; which,
tho' a Part of little Exccution, yet requires fo much Meaning and Expreflion, that
the Performer fhou'd not only give a fine Tone, (the peculiar Quality of that Inftru-
ment) but by f{welling and finging of the Notes, and entering into the Spirit of the
Compofer, know, without deftroying the Air, where to fill the Harmony ; and, by bold-
ly pointing the Subjedt, keep it up with the greateft Energy.

IT is from a Difficulty of finding a Performer, equal to what is required on this In-
{trument, that I have been induced to throw the principal Points, and Fugucs of this
Part into the Violoncello, fothat a Performance of thele Concertos without a T enor,
will net fo much Injure the Harmony, or Contrivance, as in other Picces of this Kind,
where the Tenor is frequently an efential Pare,

3dly. "THE fame Rule will ferve for all the other Inftruments, except the Harpfi-
cord: and as this is only to be ufed in the Chorus, the Performer will have little elfe
to regard but the ftriking juft Chords, keeping the Time, and being careful, that no
jangling Scund, or [cattering of the Notes be continued after the Panfe or Cadence.
During this Interval of Reft, he thou'd alfo attend, with the utmoft exaé@nels, the leadin g
off again the remaining Part of the Movement, that when all the Parts are thus inftant-
ly ftruck, his own may be found to pervade and fill the Whole: and if there are any
Refts fucceeding the Paule, his Attention to the leading Inftrument will dire@ him
when thele are to commence. The fame Care is neceflary at the return of each don-
ble Strain, when there are no intermediate Notes to introduce the Repeat. In fine,
a profound Silence muft be always obferved, wherever the Compofer has intended a
general Refpit, or Paufe in his Work. I am the more particular in givi ng this Cauti-
on to Performers on the Harpficord, as they are the moft liable to tranfgrefs in this
way ; becaufe their Inftrument, lying fo commodious to their Fingers, is ever tempt-
ing them to run, like Wild-firc, over the Keys, and thus perpetually interrupe the Per-
formance.
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formance. As Compofitions of this Naturc are not calculated for the fake of any one
Inftrument, but to give a grand Effeét by uniting many, each Performer ought there-
fore to confider his particular Province, and fo far only to exert himflf, as may be
confiftent with the Harmony and Expreflion in His Part. Nor let any Lover of Mu-
fic be concern'd if there 1s but little for him to execute, {ince he will thence have fome
leifure for the Pleafure of Hearing: For this reafon, the under Parts, in good Compo-
fitions, are more cligible to the Performer who wou'd rather enjoy the Whole, than be
diftinguifhed alone.

TrE Ule of the Aeciaccatura® or {weeping of the Chords, and the dropping or
[prinkling Notes, arc indeed fome of the peculiar Beauties of this Inftrument. But
thefe graceful Tonches arconly referved for a Mafterly Application in the Accompanyment
of a fine Voice, or fingle Inftrument ; and therefore, befides the Difficulty of acquiring
a competent Skill in them, they are not neceflary in the Performance of full Mufic.

UxpER this Article, T fhall beg Lcave to offer an Obfervation on the Harpficord
Concerto; a Species of Compofition but of late Invention, and which, if properly
ftudy’d, will admit of confiderable Improvements. Hitherto we feem to have milta-
ken the Property of this Inftrument, by not confidering what it can, or cannot
exprefs. Hence it is, perhaps, that our Compefers have run all their Concertos into
little elfe than tedious Divifions, and the Subjeét or Ground-work of thefe, being intro-
duced and repeated by a Chorus of Violins, produce always a bad Effeé: Whereas
the Violin Parts fhou'd be but few, and contrived rather as Accompanyments than
Symphonies ; by which means they may affift greatly in {triking out fome Kind of Ex=
preflion, whercin the Harpficord is remarkably deficientf. The fame Method, per-
haps, may be equally proper in Concertos for the Organ; which being frequently
employ’d in other Compofitions, and at prefent fo generally approv'd, it may not
be amifs to confider it farther.  For, however capable this Inftrument may be found to
hll or foften all the reft, it will neverthelefs overpower and deftroy them, it the Per-
former is not extremely cautious and tender in the Ufe of it. 1 wou'd therefore pro-
pofe, that the Accompanyments in the thorough Bafs {hou'd never be ftruck in Chords
with the Right Hand, asupon the Harpficord, but in all the full Parts the leading Sub-
jedt fhou'd be fingly touch’d, and the Performer proceed thro’ the reft of the Move-
ment withthe Left Hand only. For this Reafon, no Perfon whatever fhou'd attempt this
Inftrument in Concertos not exprefsly made for it, but from the 8cire ; and then, if he
has Judgment and Diferetion fufficient, he may enforce an Expreflion, and aflilt every
Part throughout the whole Chorus. Yet I cannot difmifs this Article, withour once again
obferving, that the Difficuldies of rendering the Organ of that Ufe in full Concert, w hich
many expeé from it, are {o varicus and intricate, that we can never be too careful of the
Performer’s Abilitics ; who, if thoroughly fkilful, will fo manage his Inftrument, that
it may always be heard, but feldom diftinguifhed.

4thly. As in all Concertos, Overtures, ¢c. where the Ripiens Parts are more im-
mediately neceflary, the Compofer ought to purfue fome Defign 1n filling cach Chorus,
and

* For an Explanation of the Acciaceatura, fee Gamiviani’s Introdultion to a good Tafte in Mulic, printed at
the Head of his fecond Colle@ion of Scots Sangs.

| See Ramear's Concertos for the Harplicord, publithed by Mr #7%//7.

T



P B & B A O B v,

and rclieving them with Paflages, cither proper to be heard alone, or fo contrived 98 ey
give a good Effect to the repeated Chorus; {o in performing thele different Paffages, a
different Manner muft be obfetved. Thus, when the Solo is contrived for the [;:::!cr: of
fome peculiar Expreflion, it fhou'd then be performed in a Manner fuitable to the Ge-
nius or Charaéter of the Picce; butalways plain, or however with fuch Graces only
as may heighten the Expreffion without varying the Time ; and which therefore rcquir;.-
other Qualitics befides an Execution to do them Juftice: For this Elegance of Tafte,
in the Performance of the Solo, confifts not in thofc agile Motions or .‘.‘;hlﬂings of the
Hand which ftrike with Surprize the common Ear, but in the tender and delicate
Touches, which to fuch indeed are leaft pereeptible, but to a fine Ear, produéive of
the moft delightful Senfations.  Let not the Performer then by an ill judeed Fxecu-
tion mifapply this Opportunity of fhewing his. Skill, but let him minutel y obferve every
Alteration of Stile in thele remarkable Places: for tho' it is not the Advantage of In-
ftrumental Compofitions to be heighten'd in their Expreflion by the Help of Words,
yet there is gencrally, or ought to be, fome ldea of Senfe or Paflion, befides that of
mere Sound, convey'd to the Hearer: On that Account, he thou'd avoid all extravagant
Decorations, fince every Attempt of this Kind muft utterly deftroy whatever Paflion
the Compofcr may have defign'd to exprefs.  And laft of all, let him cenfider, thata
more than ufual Attention is expected to his principal Part, when all the reft vield [t
This Preference, of being diftinguifhed and heard alone. :

5thly. Ix the Chorus, whether full in all the Parts, or leading by Fugues, the /i-
olini di Coucertine | fhou'd be pointed with Spirit to each Ripiens; thefe alfo thow'd be
inftandy ftruck, without fuffering the firlt Note to {lip, by which Means they always
lofe their defign’d Effect: an Omiflion which many carclefs Performers are guilty of,
cither thro” mifcounting of Refts, or depending upon others; and thus render the
whole Performance ragged and unmeaning,

6i0ly. Wrex Concertos are performed with three or four Inftruments only, it may
not be amifs to play the Solo Parts mezzo Piaio : And to know mere accurately where
to find them, the firft and laft Note of every Chorus fhould be diftinguithed thus
( r }; and to prevent all Miftakes of pointing the Furte at a wrong Place, rhat alfo
ought to have the fame Mark. By this Means the Performer will be direéted to give
the firlt Note of cvery Clorus and Forte its proper Emphafis, and not [uffer the latcer
to hang upon the Ear, which is extremely difagrecable.

~thly. As Difcords in Mufick are like Shades in Painting, {o is the Piano like the
fainter Parts or Figures in a Picture; both which do greatly affift in conftituting and
fupporting the agrecable Varicty expeéted from them.  But as in the Cale of Mufic fo
much depends upon the "Tafte and Accuracy of the Performer, it is particularly necef-
fary, thara ftri¢t Regard be had to the “Piais and Forte ; for thefe, in the Hands of a
ikilful Compofer, arc generally fo difpofed, as to afford a moft pleafing Rclief; and,
when jultly exceuted, give great Beauty and Spirit to a Compofition.  Yet how of-
ten do they pafs unobferved, or if at all exprefs’d, in fo carelefs and negligent a man-
ner as to produce little, it any, fenfible difference to the Hearer? It is a common

B Pra&ice

T Principal Parts.
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Praétice with thofc lukewarm Performers, who imagine that diminifhing the number of
Inftruments will anfwer the fame End as foftning the whole, to quit their Part when
they fhou'd rather be all Attention how to manage it with the utmoft Delicacy ; tranf-
porting as it were, like the Swell-Organ, the lefs'ning Sounds to a vaft Diftance, and
thence returning with redoubled Strength and Fulnefs to the Forte ; and as this delight-
ful Effeét can only be found from a Performance of many Inftruments together, we

ought never to omit fuch Opportunitics of carrying this noble Contraft to its higheft
Perfeétion.

8thly. WHEN the inner Parts are intended as Accompanyments only, great Carc
fhou’d be had to touch them in {uch a manner, that they may never predominate, but
be always fubfervient to the principal Performer, who alfo thou'd obferve the fame
Method, whenever his Part becomes an Accompanyment; which generally happens
in well wrought Fugues and other full Pieces, where the Subjeét and Air are almolft
equally diftributed. 'When the Attention of every Performer is thus employ’d by lift-
ening to the other Parts, without which he cannot do Juftice to his own, it is then we
may expeét to hear from the whole together, all the poflible good Effcét that can be defired.

Laftly, 1~ cvery Part throughout the full Chorus, all manner of Graces, or dimi-
nution of Paflages, or Tranfpofition of eight Notes higher, muft be avoided ; which
{ome indiferete Performers are but too apt to make ufe of, merely from a defire of be-
ing Diftinguithed, and that the Audience may hear they have fo much Execution as
to defpife the too caly Limits of a natural Melody: But thefe Gentlemen ought to
confider, that by fuch Liberties they do not only difappoint the expecting Ear, of a jult
Performance of fome favourite Part, but often introduce and occafion Difallowwances
in the Harmony, It is, perhaps, from the fame ruling Paflion we fometimes hear Per-
formers, the Moment a Picce is ended, run over their Inftrument, playing a thoufand
T'ricks, asif they rejoyced their Fingers were delivered from the painful Tafk of per-
forming other Produions than their own, W hat a diffonant Interval do thefe hete-
rogencous Fancies, or Excrefcences of Mulfic, afford to the experienced Ear, between
the fine concerted Movements of a Corelli or Geminiani ! But it thefe unfeeling Per-
formers have little Delicacy in their Tafte, they ought to fhew {fome Regard for others
that have.

How far the Concertos in queftion may be thought worthy of a Performance by
thefe Direétions, the Author pretends not to determine : They are now out of his
Power, but he did not fuffer them to be fo, till he had taken all poflible Pains with
them, and therefore he hopes that the fingle Merit of fuch Pains will at leaft meet
with that Indulgence for its Reward.
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