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PRETFACE.

ON the elevation of Cardinal Felice Peretti to the Chair of St. Peter, under
the title of Pope Sixtus V., on the 24th of April, 1585, Palestrina composed a
Mass for five voices, called ““ Tu es Pastor Ovium,” and a corresponding
Motet, as a special offering to the newly elected Pontiff. On the Trinity
Sunday of the same year the two compositions were sung by the Papal Choir
in the Church of Santa Maria Maggiore ; but the Pope, though an enthusiastic
lover of music, was so disappointed with their effect that, on leaving the
Church, he said, *‘ Pierluigi has forgotten the ¢ Missa Papae Marcelli’ and the
“ Motets on the Canticles.’” Deeply hurt at this remark, Palestrina
endeavoured to create a more favourable impression by composing a second
Mass and Motet, founded on the opening phrases of the Antiphon and

?

Offertorium, ‘ Assumpta est Maria,” and named accordingly. On the Feast
of the Assumption (August 15), these new compositions were also sung in
the same Church and by the same Choir; but on this occasion with a very
different result. All present were enraptured with the music, and the Pope
said, “The Mass of this morning is of an entirely new character, and can
only have been written by Pierluigi. On Trinity Sunday we found fault with
his music, but to-day he has fully satisfied us, and we hdpe that he will often
revive our devotion as sweetly.”

It is with the Mass thus eulogised that we here present our readers. The
Motet will be found in No. 18 of the Bach Choir Magazine.

Though not included in any of the original collections of Palestrina’s

’

Masses, the * Missa, Assumpta est Maria ” was printed separately, under his
own direction, but without date or publisher’s name, in readiness for the
Festival on which it was first sung. A MS. copy is also preserved among the
archives of the Sistine Chapel, and another, of somewhat later date, in the
Altaemps-Ottoboni Collection in the Vatican Library. Some years ago it was
reprinted by Messrs. Breitkopf and Hairtel, of Leipzig; and again in one of

the earlier volumes of Proske’s * Musica Divina.”
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Copies of the original edition are excessively rare, and both the later ones
appear to be now out of print.

]

The ““ Missa, Assumpta est Maria 7 1s one of the very finest of Palestrina’s
works : scarcely, if at all, inferior to the ‘ Missa Papae Marcelli.” It is
written in the Seventh Mode (the Mixolydian), and for six voices, including
two Soprani and two Tenori, which are so artfully gréuped together as to
produce the effect of two or even three antiphonal Choirs. The range of the
voice-parts, as in all music written in this Mode, lies exceedingly high. But,
since the practice of the sixteenth century, as handed down to us by the
traditions of the Sistine Chapel, permitted transposition, in difficult cases, to
the extent of even a fourth or a fifth in either direction, we are perfectly
justified in singing the music a semitone, a tone, or, if absolutely necessary,
even a tone and a half below the written pitch.

For all marks of fempo, forte, piano, &c., the Editor is alone responsihle,
and also for most of the accidental sharps, flats, and naturals, the greater
number of which have been supplied in accordance with the laws of * Cantus
Fictus.” though some are given on the authority of the Altaemps-Ottoboni MS.

In order to bring into greater prominence the antiphonal character
already alluded to, the Editor has indicated an occasional division of the
whole body of voices into two Semi-chori. He has also availed himseif of
an expedient very frequently practised in the Sistine Choir for the purpose of
increasing the effect of a grand crescendo ; beginning the passage in Semi-
chorus, and gradually increasing the number of voices until the full strength
of the Choir is attained. The direction for this is conveyed by the words
SEMI-CHORUS, poi @ poi tutte le wvoci, FuLL CHoruUs.  But, it must be clearly
understood that this direction is only intended for large and powerful Choirs.
Where the number of leading voices is limited, it will be found desirable to use
the full strength of the Choir throughout, with careful attention to the varied
gradations of forte and piano, and an animated though elastic Tempo in the
slower, no less than in the more spirited passages.

A reduction of the Score has been added, for the sake of facilitating
rehearsal; but it is indispensable that the Mass should be sung without any

instrumental accompaniment whatever.

BaBrRICOMBE, TORQUAY, W. S. R.
Easter, 1883,
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‘Without - venturing to disturb the criginal arrangement of the vocal parts, the Editor suggests, that, for
practical reasons, the two Tenori, being of unusually high range throughout, should be strengthened by Contra-

Tenori and Contralti, when the Mass is sung without transposition.
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In the Codex Altemps-Ottoboni, this Movement is given at the end of the Mass, in the form of a
supplement. It may be substituted at will for the preceding “Christe eleison;” but must not be sung
after it.
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DEDICATED TO
HER IMPERIAL AND ROYAL HIGHNESS THE CROWN PRINCESS OF GERMANY.

THE

ROSE OF

SHARON

A DRAMATIC ORATORIO
~FOUNDED ON THE SONG OF SOLOMON

THE WORDS SELECTED FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE BY

JOSEPH BENNETT

AND THE MUSIC COMPOSED EXPRESSLY FOR THE NORWICH MUSICAL FESTIVAL, 1884, BY

A. C. MACKENZIE.

Paper cover, 5s.; Paper boards, 6s.; Scarlet cloth, 7s. 6d.
Tonic Sol-fa Edition, 2s.

THE TIMES.

“The entire section, commencing with the Sulamite’s
solo, ¢ Dark am I but comely,’ and ending with her address
to the women of King Solomon’s harem, ‘I charge ye all,
daughters of Jerusalem,’ may be unhesitatingly classed
among the masterpieces of oratorio music. It comprises
the gorgeously designed ‘Procession of the Ark,’ and the
poetic ¢ Dream of the Sulamite,’ entirely different from each
other in character, but each in its way perfect. . . . Mr.
Mackenzie is eminently fitted to become the leader of the
rising English school and to do honour to that school as an
exponent of high and serious art both at home and abroad.”

DAILY TELEGRAPH.

«“At the close the general verdict was unmistakable;
cheer after cheer rang through the hall, while the members
of the choir rained down flowers upon the fortunate com-
poser. The Norwich audience thus stamped the oratorio
with their approval. They could do no other and be just.”

STANDARD.

“1 have already alluded to the hearty reception given to
Mr. Mackenzie, who richly deserved all the encomiums
passed upon him. The knowledge of orchestral combi-
nation, the contrapuntal skill displayed noless in the instru-
mental than in the vocal parts, and, above all, the ease and
grace of the melodies, together with the poetic feeling
which underlies it, all set the seal of nobility upon * The
Rose of Sharon.’ The chorus ‘Make a joyful
noise’ is simply an astonishing piece of contrapuntal in-
genuity and skill. Handel or Bach would have been proud
of such an exercise as this.”

DAILY NEWS.

It is one of the most important works of its class that
has been produced for many years, and will doubtless
speedily find wide acceptance.”

MORNING POST.

* Mr. Mackenzie has produced a work which will make
a distinct mark in his own career, as well as in the history
of modern music. . . . It is the most remarkable endeavour
of a high character which has as yet been achieved by an
Englishman, and as such it deserved the enthusiastic
reception which was accorded to it at the conclusion.”

DAILY CHRONICLE.

“We are inclined to believe that nothing has been
written of late years by any composer, British or foreign,
lo surpass the second scene of the second part of the
oratorio. . . . The impression made is vastly in-
zreaserd by a second rendition.”

ST. JAMES’S GAZETTE.

“No work, whether by a foreigner or by a native com:
poser, has ever before drawn such an audience to the
Crystal Palace, and the applause with which the oratorio
was received showed that the confident expectation of the
public had been in no way disappointed.”

ATHENAUM.

“The composer has put forth his full strength, and has
not only surpassed everything he has previously done, but
in our deliberate opinion has produced by far the finest
oratorio ever written by an Englishman. . By his
new achievement Mr. Mackenzie has placed himself at
the head of living English composers, and shown the
possession of genius as distinguished from highly culti-
vated talent.”

ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS.

“¢The Rose of Sharon’ contains much beautiful and
impressive music. The vocal writing—both for the soloists
and the chorus—is fluent and effective; the orchestral
details being throughout full of picturesque colouring and
contrast.”

WEEKLY DISPATCH.

“This has been a red-letter day for English music.
Among the company of young composers who are striving
successfully to raise the musical status of the country, Mr.
A. C. Mackenzie may be accorded the foremost place, and
he has now gained a conspicuous triumph in the most diffi-
cult branch of the art—namely, oratorio.”

SUNDAY TIMES.

« It was listened to from the first note to the last, not
only with patience and rapt attention, but with a delight
which the audience could not at times refrain from show-
ing. The interest of the story, the charm and the grandeur
of the music, the excellence of the performance—all com-
bined to impress upon the hearer one simple but decisive
opinion, that ¢ The Rose of Sharon’ is a magnificent work,
and brings fresh honour to English art and additional fame
to its gifted composer.”

NORWICH ARGUS.

*“The scene of enthusiasm witnessed in St. Andrew’s
Hall on the termination of Thursday morning’s perform-
ance has probably never been equalled in the history of
the Norwich Festival. . . . Again and again was Mr. Mac-
kenzie recalled to the platform, and each time was the
same rapturous ovation repeated. The excited assemblage
shouted with delight, and assuredly, we repeat, put in a
‘best on record’ in the way of festival receptions.”
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’ »  paper boards 6 o
’ v  cloth gilt.... 7 6
’ Small 4to, Tonic Sol-fa .... 2 0
Book of Words, with Commentary by the Author ... e 0 6
" with Analytical Notes by Joseph Bennett... 1 o

An Arrangement of the whole Work for Pianoforte Solo
by Berthold Tours ... e 5 0
March to Calvary, arr. for Pianoforte by Berthold Tours (Solo) 2 o
] ” ) ” »» (Duet) 2 6

An Arrangement of the Accompaniments for Pianoforte
and Harmonium 10 6

A Selection of Movements arranged for the Organ by
i G. C. Martin, Mus. Doc. (Each Movement may be had separately) 5 O

Vocal Score, Octavo, paper cover (French words only) .... 10 francs
’ " ’ (German words only) .... 10 marks

For all particulars vespecting performances of the
Work, or for information concerning copies of Full
Orchestral Scove, Orwchestral Parts, Vocal Parts, &c.,
divect application should be made to the Publishers.
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