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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION.

TrE present edition of the ¢ Woman of Samaria’ lays claim to no merit except that
of comparing the original full score in the autograph of the Composer, the instrumental
and choral parts, and the pianoforte scores in the folio edition of 1868 and in the octavo
edition of 1873. This comparison has suggested two principles, which have been followed
threughout ; the first, that on the whole the full score, written in 1867 and 1868, represents
the intentions of the Composer; the second, that in a very few cases, the pianoforte score
of 1873 contains afterthoughts, which he did not always incorporate in the full score. It
might perhaps be supposed that in all cases this pianoforte score, being later, is also more
tinal. But it was in the main simply a transcript of the folio edition of 1868 ; and trifling
errors which had crept into the one were allowed to pass into the other. The full score
therefore is the chief authority for the text of the ¢ Woman of Samaria,” and, as such, will
shortly be published. It is only in a very few and usually unimportant instances that the
pianoforte score can be preferred. Accordingly, with these exceptions, it has now been
brought into almost complete agreement with the full score.

Some discrepancies, however, of a different kind seemed too important to be removed
from the pianoforte score :— '

(1) Page 19, stave 3, bars 4-6. The reading of the full score here is virtually a repe-
tition of the corresponding phrase (see stave 2, bar 5, and stave 8, bars 1 and 2) thus :—
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(3) Page 24, stave 8, bars 1 and 2, tenor part. In this passage the larger notes
represent the reading of the full score, and the small notes that of the previous octavo edition.

The most important novelty in this edition is the introduction of a Soprano Air
(No. 154). This Air was completed by Sir W. Sterndale Bennett, and has been found among
the manuscripts which he left at his death. Not a note has to be introduced, and not a note
altered in the full score. At the same time the Composer is not responsible for the pianoforte
accompaniment, which has been airanged from his score. In justification of so bold a step
as the introduction of a new number, it is interesting to point out that he felt that the
Woman of Samaria ought to sing a Song of Conversion in the portion of the Cantata in
which the new Air is placed. It is clear also from the original Preface (p. iii.), that he
thought of her as an impulsive woman, who would naturally be carried from worldliness
into the opposite extreme of religious devotion. By the insertion of the new Air into the
present edition, it is hoped that this conception of the character will be completed, while
the Soprano part will be made more important, and the weight of the succession of choral
movements in the later part of the work will be relieved.

Oxrorp, November, 1879. THOMAS CASE.



THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA

A SACRED CANTATA

‘THE MUSIC COMPOSED BY

WILLIAM STERNDALE BENNETT

PRUFESSOR OF MUSIC IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

This Work was coraposed for, and first performed at the Birmingham Festival, Avgust 27. 136

INTRODUCTION wire CHORALE.*

Ye Christian people, now rejoice,
To God your praises bringing,
That we, united heart and votce,
In holy joy are singing
What Christ hath given to man below,
And of His triumph o'er the foe,
Whom He for us hath conquered.

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN.
CHAPTER IV.

5. Then cometh [Jesus] to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of
ground that Jacob gave to his son Josepl.

6. Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on
the well : and it was about the sixth hour.

CHORUS.

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his people.
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us in the house of his servant David.

) —8t. Luke i. 68, 69.
7. There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water : Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

9. Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, asketh
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria ?

* The Melody of this Chorale (erroneously known as Luther’s Hymn) was first printed in the * Geistliche Lieder,”
at Wittenberg, in 1535. The words are translated from the old hymn, “ Hun frent ench lichen @hristeng’ mein,” in
which the melody was originslly sung in Germany.—J. K., Translator.



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

(10.

11

Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that
saith to thee, Give me to drink : thou wouldst have asked of him, and he would have
given thee living water.

CHORUS.
For with thee is thewell of life; and in thy‘ light shall we see light.---Psalim xxxvi. 9.

The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep:
from whence then hast thou that living water ?

AIR—Soprano.

Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof him.
self, and his children, and his cattle ?

Jesus answered and said unto her,

AIR—Bass.
Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again.

But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the
water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into ever-
lasting life. ‘

The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come
hither to draw. '

CHORTUS.

T'herefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.~Tsaiah xii. 3.
And thine ears shail hear a word behind thee saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

’ —Isaiah xxx. 21.
Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband and come hither.

The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast
well said, I have no husband :

For thou hast had five husbands: and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband :
that saidst thou truly.

AIR— ConTrALTO.

O Lord, thou hast searched me out, and known me thow knowest my downsitting, and mine

uprising: thouw understandest my thoughts long before.

19.

For lo, there is not a word in my tongue: but thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether.
—Psalm cxxxix. 1, 8.

The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.

20. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain ; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the piace

- where men ought to worship.



21. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe rae, the hour cometh, when ye shall, neither in
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22. Ye worship ye know not what; we know what we worship : for salvation is of the Jews.

23. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth : for the Father seeketh such to worship hin.

CHORTUS.

Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow toyether tv the good-
ness of the Lord, for wheat and for wine, and for oil, and for the younyg of the flock and of the herd ,
and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all.—
Jeremiah xxxi. 12.

QUARTETT-—PrINCIPALS—( UNACCOMPANIED).

24. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

25. The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when
he is come, he will tell us all things.

26. Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

CHORUS—(OreaN AccoMpsNIMENT ONLY).

P S —

Who is the image of the invisible (fod, the firstborn of every creature.—Colossians i. 15.
28. The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,
29. Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did : is not this the Christ. ?

80. Then went they out of the city, ana came unto him.

CHORUS.

Come, O Israel, let us walk as sons of Ught, not as children of darkness.

Let us wall in the light of God.

ATR—Soprano.

I will love Thee, O Lord, my strength. So shall I be saved ;. for Thow wilt save the
afflicted people. —Psalm xviii. 1, 8, 27.

39. and many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman
which testified, He told me all that ever 1 aia.

40. So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry
with them : and he abode there two days.



ALLA CHORALE.

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide :

The darkness deepens ; Lord with me a¥ide
When other helpers fail, and comforts jue,
Help of the helpless, then abide with me.

I need Thy presence every passing hour ;
) e

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with née.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless ;

1lls have no weight, and tears no bitterness ;

Where is death’s sting? where, grave, thy victory ?
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.

41. And many more believed because of his own word :

- 42, And said unto the woman,

CHORUS OF THE PEOPLE.

Now we believe, not because of thy saying : for we have heard him ourselves znd knaw
that this is indeed the Chvrist, the Saviour of the world.
ATR—TeNor.

His salvation is nigh them that fear him, that glory may dwell in our land :
Yea, the Lord shall shew loving-kindness : and our land shall give her increase.
—Psalm Ixxxv. 9, 12

CHORUS.

1 will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised.—Psalm xviu. 8.

CHORUS.
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel. Amen. Amen.—Psalm lxxii. 18.

LONDON: NOVELLO AND COMPANY, LiviTep; AND NOVELLOQ, EWER AND CO., NEW Yor&
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