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Preface

Long after the introduction of Christianity, and down to
the early Middle Ages, there still survived in the Highlands of
Scotland a singular heathen custom. When one clan declared
war upon another, the chief, with solemn ceremonies, con-
secrated the so-called “Cross of Fire.” A cross of yew was
set on fire at an altar and quenched in the blood of a sacrificed
goat ; it was then given to a messenger of noble birth, whose
duty it was to carry it with all possible speed to the next post,
and there hand it on to a second messenger, who must also be
a noble. This one must then carry it on without delay till he
could deliver it to a third, and so on. In this way the Cross
of Fire went the round of the whole country, in the shortest
possible time, as a signal of war, and rallied to the flag every
man-at-arms who saw it and responded to the call to battle.

The present poem is founded on this custom, which Sir

Walter Scott has made use of in his ““ Lady of the Lake.”



Hrgument

Accompanied by Highland warriors and dames, 'mid the
festive sounds of marriage music, Norman, a young Highlander
of noble birth, and his bride #Zary, a noble maiden, are sailing
across a lake to celebrate their nuptials at a neighboring
mountain chapel (No. 1). The notes of an organ and festal
shouts greet the wedding train as it lands on the shore, and tc
the sound of a marriage anthem approaches the church (No. 2).
Just as the ceremony is about to begin, A4ngus, the messenger,
bursts in, announces that war has broken out and hands over
to Norman the Cross of Fire, at the chief’s behest, as a signal
of war, with the command that he carry it on. Norman
brokenheartedly takes lcave of his bride and rushes away
with the Cross of Fire in his hand. The men seize their
arms and hasten to the rendezvous, while the women surround
Mary, speaking words of comfort (No. 3). The next scene
(No. 4) describes Norman's emotions while engaged in the
fulfilment of his task. True to the command of his chief
and the dictates of honor, he has carried forward the Cross,
till now, torn by conflicting emotions, he sinks exhausted
on a lonely path in the mountains. But soon his sense of
duty is victorious, and the hope that he will return as a

conqueror, and hold his beloved for ever in his arms, lends
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wings to his feet anew. While the Chorus (which at this
poiat assumes the role of narrator) is following his distant
course with the mind’s eye and describing the effect of the
fiery cross upon the people, Norman comes to the end of his
journey. In No 6 (Ave Mariz) are expressed the emotions
of the bride who has been left alone. No. 7 (War-song) shows
us Norman full of heroic emotion at the head of the Highland
warriors, whom by the ancient battle-cry of ¢ Clan Alpine!”
he rouses to the highest pitch of bravery. In the FZnale
(No. 8) Mary and her women are standing on the top of a
hill, from which, with the deepest interest, they watch the
changing phases of the battle so evenly fought. Fleeing
men-at-arms spread fear and dismay among the women by
shouting that MNorman has fallen and that the battle is lost;
but soon sounds of victory are heard approaching—Norman's
heroic valor has secured a victory, and won for the lovers a
most happy reunion, amid the joyous shouts of warriors and

the celebrations of the populace.






No.
1. Chorus

Duet (Soprano and Bari-
tone)

2, Chorus
3. Concerted Piece

Solo for Bass

Duet (Soprano and Bari-
tone)

Chorus of Women
4. Norman in the Mountains
(Baritone Solo)
5. The Rising (Chorus)
Ave Maria (Soprano Solo)
7. War Song (Baritone, with
Chorus of Men)
8. The Battle (Chorus of
Women)
Soprano Solo
Chorus of Men
Chorus of Women
Chorus of Men
Duet (Soprano and Bari-
tone)
Final Chorus, with So-
prano and Baritone
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N order to facilitate the reading at sight of the chovuses in
this work by chotrs whick are accustomed to the use of the
“movable do,” the modulations have been indicated by placing
Jfigures above the notes wherever the transition from one key to
another takes place.
Chromatic tones have also been provided with figures
designating their position in the lonality.
7 /zﬂs, on page 2 the modulation from E major to C major

7s ndicated thus:

c3 3
%ﬁﬁﬁw *_Q, B o ! [ B —
L, 1
" E ”7,6\ c2 1
R e
\UU - — [ 1 F
E 38 —~_ C#5 5
@:J.. e e [ e i 1
e e e B Eo|ee—f

1t is believed that this will be of great assistance to many
choral societies, and will tend lowards a more intelligent study
of the work, while inter fering in no wise with the usual reading
of the notes by those who vead by interval, * fixed do,” or by

intuition(/).
FRANK DAMROSCH.,
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ORATORIOS AND CANTATAS

RECENTLY PUBLISHED BY

G. SCHIRMER, New York

(FOR MIXED VOICES, UNLESS OTHERWISE MENTIONED)

(A Complete Catalogue will be sent on application)

Bach, J. S., Be not afraid

——Christmas Oratorio. Part II.

God’s Time is the best

Jesu, priceless Treasure )

Mass in B minor 1

——To thee He hath shown, Man, the right
Way

Barnby, J., The Lord is King

Benoit, P., Into the World

Brahms, Joh., Requiem. Op. 45. (English)

Brewer, J. H., The Holy Night

Brockway, H., The Minstrel’s Curse

Bruch, M., The Cross of Fire
Frithiof. (Men’s Voices) ' 1
——The Lay of the Bell 1
Buck, D., Paul Revere’s Ride. (Men’s
Voices)

Bullard, Fr. F., The Holy Infant

——The Resurrection

Chadwick, Geo. W., Judith 1
Coombs, C. W., The Ancient of Days

——The First Christmas
——The Sorrows of Death

Cowen, F. H., The Rose Maiden 1

Damrosch, L., National Ode. (Men’s Voices)

Debussy, Cl., The Blessed Damozel, (Women’s
Voices)

Denza, L., The Garden of Flowers. (Women’s
Voices)

Dubois, Th., Paradise Lost 1

——The Seven Last Words of Christ

Fauré, Gabriel, The Birth of Venus

Foster, M. B., Seed-Time and Harvest.

Franck, César, The Beatitudes 2

Gade, N. W., The Erl-King’s Daughter

Gaul, A. R., Joan of Arc, The Maid of Orleans 1

Goetz, H., The 137th Psalm

Gounod, Ch., Tobias 1

Haesche, Wm. E., The Haunted Oak of

Nannau .
Young Lovel’s Bride. (Women’s Voices)
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Hindel, G. F., Israel in Egypt
Samson
Hofmann, H., Melusina
Holmeés, A., The Vision of the Queen.
. (Women’s Voices)
Huss, H. H., Pater Noster. (6 Voices)
Jensen, Ad., Song of the Nuns. (Women’s
Voices)
Knowles, J. H., The Viking’s Farewell.
(Men’s Voices)
Massenet, J., Mary Magdalen
Mendelssohn, F., Christus
. ——Hear my Prayer
——The same, arr. for Women’s Voices

i Parker, H. W., Adstant Angelorum Chori
——Q0de for Commencement Day. (Men’s
Voices)

Platte, A. W., The River of Rest. (Women’s

Voices)

Read, A. M., A Song of the Nativity
David’s Lament

Rogers, J. H., The Man of-Nazareth

Romberg, B., The Lay of the Bell

Saint-Sagns, C., Night. Op..114. (Women’s
Voices) :

Shelley, H. R., Death and Life

——The Pilgrims

Shepard, Thos. G., From Sepulchre to
Throne. An Easter Cantata

——The Sermon on the Mount

——The Word made Flesh

Staeger, A., Dreamking and his Love.
(Men’s Voices)

Sullivan, A. S., The -Golden Legend
On Shore and Sea

Thomson, S., The Story of the Manger
Weber, C. M. von, In Constant Order
Whiting, A., O God, my Heart is ready
Woodman; R. H., The Way of Penitence
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