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PRETFACE.

Tus following work was, according to the most reliable accounts, written for use in
the Chapel of the Duke of Chandos, at Cannons, between the years 1718 and 1720.

It would seem as though the composer had formed a tolerable high estimate of
the work or the ideas contained therein, if we may judge by the fact that he—the
most facile and prolific of writers—used several of the leading motifs over again in
a subsequent éetting of the Te Deum for the Chapel Royal. That the approbation
of the musical public has not hitherto endorsed the composer’s estimate of this work,
is due rather to the peculiarity of its construction, than to any want of inherent
beauty ; for a soprano part largely confined to the lower register, three tenor parts
of extensive compass, ranging both high and low, and no alto part, would furnish
sufficient reasons for keeping back any work from public performance.

The endeavour to obviate these deficiencies has proved to be alabour as arduous
as it is thankless, for to alter the score of a great master, cannot but be painful to
the conscientious musician. On the other hand it is still more grievous to see a
work full of noble thoughts and high inspiration, practically ignored for want of a
re-arrangement of the voice parts.

These considerations having brought about a careful examination of the work,
the result went to show that the work might be made available for use in Choral
Societies without in any radical degree altering the composer’s intentions.

These modifications are embodied in this Edition. Those who would prefer to
have the work in its integrity, or are desirous of ascertaining the extent of the
alterations made in the present Edition, are referred to Part xxxvii, of the German

Handel Society’s Edition, published at Leipzig.
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The Chandos Te Beum,

No. 1.

Non troppo Allegro.
—

CHorus.—‘ WE PRAISE THEE, O GOD.”

Prano.

HANDEL.
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No. 12, Ciorus.—“ VOUCHSAFE, O LORD.”
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Coorus.—“ O LORD, IN THEE IIAVE I TRUSTED.”
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