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TO

Her Royal Highnefs,

PRINCESS

Madame,

HE excellent Are of Mufick, was thought by many
of the Wifeft Ancients, to bave derived its Original
immediately from Heaven 5 as one of the Firft, moft

beneficial Gifts of the Divine Goodnefs to Mankind : thereby to
draw and allure, the old, rude, and uutaught World, into Civil
Societies ; and fo to foften and prepare therr Minds for the eafier
reception of all other Accomplifbments of Wifdom and Vertue.

The moft Learned of the Ancient Heathens, the Greeks,
were (o much of this Opinion, that they carried their Veneration
for this Admirable Faculty toofar. They believed they could
not do it right,but by affigning to 1t, for its Protetion and Im-
provement, fome peculiar tutelary Gods of its own. Nay, when
10 all the other Ornaments and Perfeitions of human Life, they
feldom appointed more than one fingle Deity to prefide over each
of them, to Mufick alone they allotted a greater number of

Guar-



The Dedication.

Guardian Divinities than to any of the reft ; [fome of the Male,
but moft of the Female and Fairer Sex.

They were indeedmiftaken, when they beftowd on 1t thefe Fa-
bulous Honours ; and they made but 11l Gods of thofe Men and
Women, who would bave done excellently well, if they had only
pa(fed for Patrons of it, or Inventors init, as they really were.

But in all times of the truer Antiquity, even amongft God’s
own peculiar People, we find this moft infbruitive and delight=
ful Skill did always meet with its due and deferv'd Honours,
fbort of 1dolatry, and within the bounds of Sobriety and Decency.

Thus we vead in the Holy Scriptures, not long after the
Hiftory of the Creation, the Name of the Man is Solemnly re=
corded with Renown, among the Founders of Nations, who was
the firft Inventor of the Harp and the Organ.

And undosbiedly, there was never any Age of the true Church
afterwards, whether Jewith, or Chriftian, woerein the Sacred
delights of Mufick were not admitted, to bear an eminent Part
in the Worfbip of the True God.

Inthe Jewith Church, iz is certain, thas even before the
Temple it [elf was built, while it was yet only in Defign, God
Infpir'd David, the Man after bis own Heart, to Compofe be~

fore=band, the Hymns and Divine Anthems that were to be
Sung in it.

And
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And the choice of the Perfon for that Work, was infinitely for
the dignity of the Art: Since no lefs a Man, than the chief of
their Monarchs, and the greateft of their Conquerors, was or-
dained by God, to be their Poet and Mufician on that occa-

fion.

And it were eafy to prove, that the [(ame Celeftial Spirit of
Mufical Concord and Harmony, was all along cherifbed and
entertained in the Chriftian Church, during the very beft Times
of its pureft Doltrines and Devotions.

It will be enough, only to mention one undeniable Inftance, That,
in the Primitive Age, during the cruelleft Perfecutions, in their
moft Private and Nightly Affemblies, the Chriftians of that
early Time, as Pliny informed Trajan, remarkably diftin-
guifbd themfelves, by their alternase Singing of Pfalms, and
Spiritual Songs.

Such, Madame, bave been always the Employments of the Su-
blime Art of Mufick, to teach and cultivate Humanity 5 to
Civilize Nations ; to Adorn Courtss to Infpirit Armies ; to
Infpire Temples and Churches ; to fweeten and reform the fierce
and barbarous Paffions ; to excite the Brave and the Magnani-
mous ; and, above all, to inflame the Pious and the Devou.

e
For thefe Reafons, it bas all along receivd the Encourage-

ment and Favour of the Greateft, the Wifeft, the moft Religious,
tbe moft Heroick Perfons of all Ages. And it feems but reafonble,
B that
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that it fbould be [o 5 that they fbould principally take upon them
the care of this High-born Science of Tuneful Sounds and
Numbers, whofe Souls are more elevated than others, and [eem

moft to partake of thar Natural, and Divine Harmony, it pro=
felfes to Teach.

Tou fee, Madame, what undoubted Title Your Royal High-
nefs bas to the Patronage of this Art. 1t is Your own by many
rightful Claims , not only for your High Birth and Royal Dig-
nity, but for (smething, that is even yet more Your owns for
that admirable temper of Spirit, that barmonious fweetnefs of

Difpofition, that filent Melody, and charming Mufick of Your
whole Life.

After 1 bave (aid this, it cannot be dented, but that, by in=
[eribing thefe Papers to Your Royal Highnefs, I have chofen the
worthieft and moft excellent Pacronefs for thefe my Studies, that
this Nation, or Age bas producd. Yes I maft fill confefs,
while I Applaud my [elf for the happinefs of my Choice, the am=
bition of it puts me into Confufion: I am afbamed to think, that
to fuch a Patronefs I can prefent (o very little, either worthy of

the Art I admire, or of the Glorious Prince(s to whom I dedicate
all my Mufes.

But f.r that part, which concerns Your [elf, Madame, Tour
own Goodne[s and Benigmty, bas fes my Mind at eafe, by Your
generous Invitation and favourable Promife, of accepting the

low
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low Prefent I now offer, and Your Gracious Affurance of a per=
petual Proteition to its Author.

And that alfo, if any thing can, may poffibly enable me to fup-
ply the other Part better for the future, and lift up my Gemus
to famething more becoming the Majefly of the Art iz [elf.

The two moft Noble ends of Mufick Vocal and Inftrumen-
tal, being either to raife and nourifb the tender, and the Gene-
rous Paffions of Love, Friendfbip, and Honour, among Men ; or
to animate our Affeitions, and to kindle the ardour and zeal of
our Devotions towards God : 1muft own, that what I now lay at
your Royal Highne(s's Feet, confifts only in fome weak Perfor=
mances of the firft kind. L

I will make no Apology for the Subjeits of any of them, tho
they are generally converfant about Love-Affairs; fince the

divertifements and delights of thofe fofter Affeitions, when con-
ce1v'd 1n pure Thoughts, and cloathed with innocent Expre(fions,

bave been always allowed in all Wife and Good-natur'd Polite

Nations ; and never any where Condemn'd by the truly Good and
Honourable part of Mankind,

I dare affirm, that mothing but the unfociable [ullennefs of a
Cynick, would ever exclude fecular Mufick, (o qualified, out
of Civil Societies ; a5 nothing but the perverfe fowernefs of 4
Fanatick, would cver -drive Divine Mufick ot of the
Church.

Bur



The Dedication.

But yet, left a Work of this Natare, tho perbaps not blame.
able in itfelf, either for the Matter, or the manner of it, fbould
bowever (eem to fall below what is due to Tour Royal High-
ne(s’s Greatnefs of Mind, and confummate Vertue: Give me
leave, Madame, to tell You, I am preparing, asfaft as I can, to
make fome amends for this, by a Second Mufical Prefent,
upon Arguments imcomparably bester : 1 mean my Church-
Services, and Divine Compofitions.

To thofe, in truth, 1 have ever more efpecially confecrated
the Thoughts of my whole Life. All the reft Iconfider but as the
Blo(foms, or rather the Leaves ; thofe I only efteem as the Fruits
of all my Labours in this Mnd. With them I began my firf Yourh-
ful Raptures in this Art : With them, 1 hope calmly and com-
fortably to finifb mydays, Nor will my Mind be ever at refp
till 1 bave offer'd them up to God, for the Publick ufe of the beft
Church in the Chriftsian World, under the Propitious Autho-
rity of Your Royal Highne(s's Name.

May it pleafe Your Royal Highnefs,
I am Your moft Humble, moft Dutiful,

and moft Devoted Servant,

JOHN BLOW.
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7o the Moft Incomparable Mafiler :Jf
Mufick, Dr. John Blow : Occafion'd
by bis obliging the World with his
TInimitable Amphion Anglicus.

(Fame,
H6 Works like 7hine, and of eftablifh’d
I Are fafe from Cenfure in their Author’s
' Name,
And ftand fecurd of Gratitude and Praife,
VVithout the weak affiftance of our Lays:
Yet fince the Mufe is only born to wait
On the Stupendous Labours of the Great,
Give her her Birth-right, and accept the Plea
She makes to Fame Her felf, by Singing Zhee.

Oh! Pow’rful Man, and of refiftles Arts,
VVho reign’ft within our Ears, and in our
(Hearts ;
VVhofe Numbers, like their Maffer’s Temper,
(fweet,
Dethrone the Senfes, and fill up their Seat ;
As in excefs of Admiration drown’d,
VVeTe loft in Raptare, and confus’d in Sound.
Tell us from whence fuch Influence can Diftil,
And whence proceed’s this Extafte of Skill 2

(Pleafe,
Others, with loathfom Trafth, may firive to
And Tune Joofe VVords with a Lafcivious Eafe,
Oblige the Play-Houfe, and the gaudy Fry,
VVith Entertainments of Obfcenity :
But Thou great Prince of the Mufician’s Band,
VVhofe VVorksare fit to touch a Roya/ Hand,
Unblemifh’d by their Folly do’ft appear,
And worthy of thy Patrone/s’s Care,
VVhofe awful Eyes, and whofe unequal’d
(Senfe
May readand judge thy Lays without Offence.

Thy Rage is Sober, and thy fpotlefs Song
Fairas Her Sou/, and as Her 7uc/gment Strong ;
Thy Movements Juft, tho various in their
(Form,
Soft as a Breeze, yet Rolling as a Storm
Gentle, but yet of a Majeltick State,

Like ANNA Humble, and like ANNA Great:
VVhither thy Hymns do our Devotions move,
Or Tender Ayrs excite our Vertuous Love.

But thoé thy Works fuperior to the Praife
VVhich Verfe can give, or Admiration raife,
Might challenge Fame, and ev’ry Mufe invite
To Sing of what fhow’d every Mufe Delight ;
Yet what Excells thy felf, if it can be,

Is, that fo many live to Copy Thee ;
That Youths around the Bririfb World are
({pread,
VVarm’d by thy Beams,and by thy Counfels
(led,
Who ane day fhall themfelves Perfe&tion reach,

?| Equal to all, but fim, who fuch could Zeach.

As future Ages with Delight fhall fee  (Ze.
What thou haft been, by what thy Sons fhall

So the Tall Oak with Boughs erefted ftand’s,
And views the Foreft, and the Woods Com-
(mand’s;
See’s Plants and Trees, which were her Off-
[pring, rife,
And fhoot theit growing Harveft to the Skies :
Who, when their Parent thall refign to Fate
Her featter’d Limbs, the Enfigns ot her State,
To the fame height and full Proportion grown,
Shall fpeak Fer Greatnefs, asthey fhew their
(Owsn.

William Pittis, late Fellow of
New-College in Oxford,

An ODE
Being a Parallel equalling Poetry with
Mufick: Compos'd into a Catch for
Four ; and made in Honour of my.

Worthy Friend, Dr. John Blow, and
his Extraordinary Work.

L
‘ N 7 Hen Rome was in her Glorious State,
Great Maro with Auguftus fate ;
The Nobles, and the Vulgar Throng,
Were Charm’d with his Immortal Song.

IL
So whilPft 4poll’s Race can Sing,
Great Blow will be true Mufick’s King ;
As Nations muft refound his Praife,
]Far as the Sun extends his Rays,
2

M Let
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Let Poetry then gain Renown,

And yield the Bard his Verdaut Crown,
Whillt Ancient Zyber bears its Name,
Sing, Sing to his Exalted Fame.

v,

Let Mufick too its due receive,

And let its beft Compofer live :

While filver Zhames does Ebb and Flow,
Drink drink a Health to famous Blow.

7. DURFEL

To his Efteemed Friend, Dr. Blow,
“wpon Publifbing his Book of Songs.

(quire
Publick Good, does Publick Thanks re-
And All fhow'd ftrive to Praife what All
(Admire.
The Art of Defeant, late our Albions boaft,
With that of Staining Glafs, we thought lwas
Till in this Work we all with Wonder view,
What ever Art, with order’d Notes can do,%
Coreli’s Heights, with Great Baffan?’s t0o ;
And Britain's Orpbeus learn'd his Art from
You.
Long have we been with Balladry oppreft,
Good Senfe Lampoon’d, and Harmon); ?ur-
(efq’t ;
Mufick of many Parts, has now no force, .
Whole Reams of fingle Songs become our
~ (Curfe,
With Bafs’s wond’rous Lewd, and Zrebles
(worfe.
But yet the Lufcious Lore goes glibly down,
And ftill the Doubl’Entendre takes the Town.
Let ’em Sing on—and for fair Sylvia’s fake,
Some Merry Madrigal to Mufick make,
Then point the Names of thofe that Sett and
(Wrote ’em,
With Lords a-top, and Block-heads at th; Bot-
tom ;
While at the Shops we daily dangling view
Falfe Concord, by Zom Crofs Engraven true.

Nor are you by this Work to raife a Name,
Go Perjur’d Man,Jong fince approv’d your Fame

You firft our Modern Mufick did refine,
Rugged and rough, like Mettalin the Mine,
You purgd the Drofs, and flamp’d it into
(Coin.
How much we owe to that Harmonious Quill,
That firft reform’d, and is our Standard ftill!
take
Thus tho you fhine, yet you no Pride( par:
Your Temper’s eafy, as the Ayrs you make,
Unask’d to all, you gen’roufly impart
The Beauties of your moft Harmonious Art;
For fcarce our Ifle a Tuneful Bard can thow,
But firft, or laft, has been Infpird by You.

When I review thy Harmony Divine,
What happy Stroaks through ev’ry Office thine!
Others in Ayr, have to Perfe&tion grown,
But Canon is an Art that’s Thine alone.
Thus, tho a Multitude of Writers Rhime,
How few but Milton ever reach’d Sublime!
Thus many a Painter can a Portrait make,
That dares not Noble Hift’ry undertake ;
There how to faintly fall, and gently rife,
How to keep back, and how to catch the Eyes;
All in a happy Order to difpofe,

None but a Pario, or a Aneller knows.
(Ifi,
Thus while you fpread your Fame, at Home
Amov'd by Fate, from Melody and Wit,
Whe Britifh Bard on Harp a 7reban plays,
With grated Ears I faunter out my days.
Shore’s moft Harmonious Tube, ne’er ftrikes
(my Ear,
Nought of the Bard, befides his Fame, hear:
No Chaunting at St. Paul’s, regales my Senfes,
I’m only vers’d in @fum Herefordenfis.
But if by chance fome Charming Piece I view,
By all carrefs'd, becaufe put forth by You;
Aswhen of Old, a Knight long loft in Love,
Whofe Phillis neither Brine nor Blood cou’d
[move,
Throws down his Lance, & lays his Armor by,
And falls from Errantry to Elegy:
But if fome mighty Hero’s Fame he hears,
That like a Torrent, all before him bear’s,
In hafte he mounts his Trufty Steed again,
And led by Glory, fcow’rs along the Plain;
So I with equal ardour feize my Flute,
And flring again my long negiected Lute.

Henry Hall, Organift of
Hereford,

To
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7o my much Honoured Mafter, Dr. John
Blow, on the Publication of bis
Amphion Anglicus.

(appear’s,
“N]‘Hen Art, with evry ftudy’d Grace
And fprings a-frefh from Venerable
(Years,
As youthful Strength, with aged judgn}ent
(join’s,
And ftamps unerring Charms on all its Lines,
Juft is our Wonder, and the feebleft Lays
May be excusd for joining in its Praife ;
Since in their Deathlefs Subject they may live,
And take thofe Honours which they cannot
(gives
Elfe had T (with the num’rous reft who thare
The Bounties of your Guidance and your Care)
Lainundiftinguifl’d from the Ravi{l'd Throng
And paid my Admiration for my Song :
But all. Commanding Gratitude denies
That I fhowd only feaft my Soul and Eyes,
Entrancd with Pleafure,and o’erwhelm’d (v;xth
oY,
Which ever Fill’s, but yet can never Cloy,
My Tongue muft dwell on, and my Pen muft
(write,
And Blefs the Source whence iffue’s fuch De-

(light.

Oh! more than Man! how boundlefs is
(your Skill/

Tt Chain’s the Soul, and Captivate’s the Will!
Keep’s ev’ry Senfe employ’d, and make’s us fee
What Tour Compofuresare, and Ours fhow'd be;
As ev’ry Tuneful Note Correétly true,
Still gives us Beauties, and thofe Beauties New.
Fair,and yet Strong, tho Modeft, yet they
( Pleafe,
Laborious, yet Attratlive in their Eafe :
Of many Varts, yetall thofe Parts agree,
And in Divifions, thew us Symmetry,
While you the Treafures of your Mind impart,
And follow Nature, as you Conguer AR 1.
I, with the reft you have vouchfaf’d to Teach,
Mufk Wonder at the Skill we cannot Reach.

Feremy Clarke, Organift of
St; Paul’s London.

7o Dr. BLOW.

AMphian’s Lute of old with Magick Art,
Tofenfelefs Stones, new Paffions did im-
art:
The ftubborn Flint his gentle Notes con[t[:ol,
And Mufick animate’s it with a Soul: (Lyre
Such power he fhews with his commanding
As bold Prometheus with his ftolen Firc:
VVitha&ive Life the clumzy Quarries dance,
And well-form’d Cities as he plays advance.
On Salvage Beafts did Orpheus waft his Skill,
And th’ ecchoing VVoods with ftrange amaze-
ment fill,
If he with foothing Sounds their Ficrcenefs
might affuage,
Pull down the Lyows Pride, or curb the Zygers
(Rage,
And fince *twouw’d feem amongft 'em Reafon

dwells,
And Beafts Philofophize within their Cells.

But Mufick was for Nobler Ends defign’d,
By Nature formed to regulate our Mind,
Thick Mifls and gloomy Vapours to difpel,
And troubled motions of the Blood to quell :
To tune the Jarring World to Peace and Love,
And fit us here to join the Choir above.
Thus has our Ifle been long oblig’d by Blow
Who firft with decent Modefty did fhow %
In blooming Purcell what himfelf cowd do.
On Purcell his whole Genius he beftowd,
Andall the Mafters Graces in the Pupil flow’d;
But he unable long to bear the Load,
Oppreft with Rapture, funk beneath the God ;
Home then the welcome Deity returns,

And Blow again with youthful Tranfports

[burns.

White-Hall, May 20. 1700.

Tomymuch Honoured Mafler, Dr.John
Blow, o his Amphion Anglicus.

Fame,
WHU& thofe that know you orily by your
Pay that refpect to Merits, Merits claim,
And with your Labours in your Praifes join,
Permit me, who am' known, tooffer mine.

Mufick
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and your pow’rful
(Lays
Now teachme Words to fpeak in Mufick’s
(Praife
For who can hold his Speech that hasaTongue,
And not bring forth, or not attempt a Song.
But Words fall fhort of what to Deeds I owe,
And cannor pay the Debt they cannot fhow ;
A Father’s Fondnefs, and a Mafter’s Care,
Should have returns beyond a Scholar’s Pray’r:
Yet fince the Wifhes of a grateful Heart
May eafe the fwelling Debt, and pay in part,
Accept em from the youngeft you have
(reard
not the leatt en-
(deard,
T for my Subjects fake, muft needs be hear’d.
Oh !'may you long,and growing in Eftcem,
Make Mufick yours,as you are Mufick’s Zbeme,
Till on Fame’s Wings, to greateft Honours
(born,
You Patronize thofe Arts you now Adorn;
Whilft I purfuing what your hands have fhown
Admire Your Knowledge, and encreafe my
(own;
And reaching for the Baysswhofe fight allure’s,
Am one day fomething, *caufe I once was
(Yours:
As 1 my Voice mature in Judgment raife,
And Imitate the Beauties now I Praife.

Mufick you've taught me,

Your youngeft Off-fpring,

William Crofts, Organift of

St. Ann's.

To my Friend, Dr. Blow, on his Am-
phion Anglicus.

W

Thou haft fufficient Fame already won,
And fpread thy fweet Encomiums through

(Blow,
Ere it Applaufe thou fought'ft Immortal

We cannot more Proclaim than all Men

(know ;

(the Town.

Our Organs through the Land, and ev’ry
(

Allow ’em then for Current Harmony.

This when a Princefs deems not Mean toown;

A Royal Princefs ; She, to whom not one

Quire,
Owathy Supplies, as Fire from Light takes fire.
Thy Compofitions where thy Name is join’d,
Are like our Gold with the King’s ImageCoin’d;
Their Value by their Stamp is known, and we

OFf all the Maufes, but have Homage paid ;
Bleft in the Cenfures which her Judgment
. (made,
Here thou may’tt end, content with the Re-
(ward
Of thy fair Trophies, on her Favoursrcar'd,

7. Phillips.

7o bis ever Honoured Friend, Dr. John
Blow, on his Excellent Book, Inti-
tuled’ Amphion Anglicus.

Ather of Mufick and Muficians too,
And Father of the Mufes, all’s thy due;
For not one drop that flows from F/elicon,
Till Aird by thee, Refines intoa Song.
Forgive my Zeal, who with my Sprig of Bays
Dare prefs into the Chorus of thy Praife;
For Silence were, when Blow is Nam'd, a
(VVrong,
To th’ Subjet, and the Mafter of all Song :
Your Art new Motion to our Verfes brings,
VVe can but give them Fect, you give them
{VVings.

H. P

To my Honoured Mafler; Dr. John
Blow; on the Publication of bhis
Amphion Anglicus.

Slnce others, who the fame Inftru&tionown,

Their Loves have tender’d, and their Du-
. ties thown,

As in refpettful Homage to Deferts,

Theyve made an Offring of their Verfeand

[Hearts;

Be pleas’d to give acceptance of the Claim,

I make, from being Yours alone toFame:

And tho my Gratitude is late expreft,

[ bring a Soul as Thankful as the reft,

And fince I owe asmuch, as much wowd pay,

But fuch a Debt muft needs excufe’ delay.

A Work like Yours thowd render all amaz'd,

And can’t fo well as by it felf be Praisd :

Strength, Beauty, Nature, Art and Wit fhowd

In favour of fo Noblea Defign; [join

And




[v]-

And ev'ry Grace, and evry Mufe fhould wait
To bear it from the reach of Envious Fate ;
Yet T muft dare attempt the Sacred Theme,
And Confecrate my Verfe with my Efteem;
Whiltt in Aftonifhment my Voice I raife,
And offer up my Thanks inftead of Praife,
Owning the Mufes Lordfhip as your due,
And what [ hold, is only held from you.
As I (if Chance fhall one day pleafe to {mile,
And fhed her fcatter’d Favours on my Toil)
Like Eccho dwell upon my Teacher’s Name,
And give my Praifes back from whence they
(came.
John Barrett, Mufick-Mafter to the
Boys in Chrift’s Hofpital, and Or-
ganift of St. Mary at Hill.

To my Honoured Mafler, Dr. John
Blow ; on the Publication of bis
Amphion Anglicus.

(imparts

Ur Praife s juft, when what we praife,
Such pow’rful Merits, and previiling
. (Arts,
As to condemn the Silence we would fhew,
And make us Speak, fince all our Speeck is due.

In fpite of Cenfure, then be pleas’d to take
A Gift fincere as any Mufe can make ;
Thé rough my Verfe, and lowly be my Song,
My Heart make’s Satisfaction for my Zongue,
And, loft in Thanks, can nothing elfe beftow,
But bare Acknowledgments for what I owe.
The Pains Yowve taken, and the Love You’ve
(thown,
Treating Your Pupil Children as Your own,
The Work You’ve Publifh’d, and the Naméers
(Taught,
Should take up all th’ Employment of our
(Thought,
Asin the Britifb Bard, with Joy we view
A Pow’r which can the Grecian’s Artsout-do ;
And Towns are built by Him, but Men by Tou.

William Luddington.

To my moft Honoured Friend, Dr. John
Blow, on the Publication of His
Amphion Anglicus.

(Praife !
He Work is Great, and vaft fhould be our
But all we do, cannot one Altar raife,
Equal to what thy Charming Pex has done,
Which genuine Sons of Art muft ever own.
Dull Marble’s ufelefs to Record thy Fame ;
This Book alone, will Eternize thy Name:
Such Compofitions ftill are fhining there,
(By what fome do)we thought forgotten were.
Thy rolling Defcants, gently lead the Air
True Fuge, juft Canon,due proportions bear.
Thy Syncopations fhew the Difcords fine;
Tranfitions clear and fweet, Thy Air Sublime;
All artful Mufick’'s Methodiz'd therein,
A Contrapuntt, ad Arfin, & ad Thefin.
From this Great Work, fome blooming hopes

(we raife,
That Mufick womt be loft in zhefe,nor after
(days,

But rear its Head; its own true Luftre have
From thy dear Book,whilft thou fleep’(t in the
(Grave.
For who’s not doubtful on’, when as we fee,
Whole Reams Imprinted,not oneNote like Thee!
The mightieft of them, cry, levs pleafe the
(Town!
(If that be done, they value not the Gown.)
And then to let you fee *tis good and taking,
*Tis foon in Ballad howld, e’er th> Mobb are
(waking.
(Oh happy Men, who thus their Fames can
(raife,
And lofe not een one Inch of Xent-firect
Praife)
But flill the greateft Scandabs yet behind,
A bafer Dunce among the Crew we find ;
A Wretch bewitch’d to fee his Name in Print,
Will own 2 Song, and not one Line his int;
I mean of the Foundation : Sad the Cafe !
He write’s Treble, no matter who the Bafs !
(Jutt like fome over crafty Architect,
Firft formvs the Garret, then the Houfe erect.)
If this 2 Do&or be among Logicians,
Fidlers and Dancers are our beft Muficians :
Who'll coin ye Gavots, Minuets and Borees,
Fafter than Chriftning Goffips chat old Sto-
(ries.

Such



[ vi]

Such Trath we know, has pefterd long the
(Town,

But Thou appear, and they as foon are gone.

Then let all Noble Sons of Heav’nly Harmony

Unite their With, that Thou nor Book may
(never die.

Richard Brown, Organift of
Chriftchuech, Sr. Law-
rence Jewry, and Ler-
mondfey.

To the moft Ingenious Dr. John Blow,
Organift of His Majefty's Chapel
Royal, &c. On his Book of Songs.

O&or, I own it—tis a Debt I owe,

DBeﬁdes the Subje will command it now:

The Theme’s fo vaft, and fo incites my Mind,

It runs o%r all, and leaves the Pen behind,

And yet the neareft,neateft Thoughts muft fall

Immenfely fhort of the Original:

Hard Circumftances of Imperfe& Man,

What he wowd fhow the Moft, the leaft he

can:

The utmoft I can do, is to confefs ¢

T can Admire far better than Exprefs.

So well defign’d in fo fublime an Air,

So Eafy all, {o ravifhing to the Ear

Ts ev'ry Song, that own’s Your artful Care.

And fuchare thefe, whofe ev'ry charming Noze

Seem to command a more than MortalThroat;

More Soul, more Vigor to exprefs their Life,

Than the low reach of Human Voice can give:

So Firm, fo Juft are all the Parts {o ftrong

Is evry Sinew of each well-wrought Song :

Concords with Difcords knit, fo well agree,

That both Unite, to make one Zarmony.

So fweet are all the Turns; fo foftthey move, |

The Notes alone wowd teach us thoughts of
(Love;
Notes that by artful Numbersdo us raife
By their own Energy to fpeak their Praife.
Harmonious Man! *tis You alone excell;
Since thofec w* admird before, fcarce now do
The very Eulogics of former days,  (well:
But Satyrs are upon the thing they’d Praife;
So far you have out-gone them, none but You
Cowd fet o Brisk, fo Manly, and fo True.
Mufic’s great Standard Thou alon muft be,
And all preceeding Sons of Harmony
May Imitate, but ne’er can equal Thee.
Ed. Langbridge, Citizen
“of Lon%{an. 8

¢

To my true Friend, Dr. Blow, On His
Amphion Anglicus.
(Crown,
IN Moral Times, when Wifdom claim’d the
'er vicious Maxims to the World were
: (known;
Thofe happy Men held Vertue for their guide,
And flighted all the Peacock World befide :
Their Objeét was the Subftance,not the Shade,
Which now through falfe Opinion’s, Subftance
. (made,
*Twasthen great Merit rais’d itsawful Brow,
And look’d with Pity on the Mean below.
"Twas then each Art Immortaliz’d the Name,
And who defervid the Choice, fecur’d the
(Fame.
With thefe Great Blow,ere& Thy Teeming
(Head,
Man thou art now ; More thou wilt be when
Dead.
But Living, take the Thanks of one, whofe
(Heart
Is full of Gratitude, as Your’s of Art;
The Favours You have done me, fpeak ’em
due:
And the unwearied Goodnefs you purfue( : o
As to difpel my Care, Your Care’s employ’d,
And toreftore me what I once Enjoy’d,
Whilft in Acknowledgments my Thoughts
(contend,
And own the Patron, where I find the Friend
S. Akeroyd,

|

To the Honourd Dr, John Blow, fior
Encouraging my New Charaller, in
making Choice of it for His Inimi-
table Amphion Anglicus.

[Praife,

He Pens whofe Task ha’s been before to

Have writ, and Thank’d you chiefly for

{Your Lays,

But I a doubleDebt muft ever owe,

And for two Benefits; my Thanks beftow ;

"Tis true, the Book it felf’sa Worthy Theme,

Totakeupall their Thoughts,and rkeir Efteem;

But yet the Honour that is done me bear’s

A Value greater far, than is in Theirs,

Since I not only my Contentment raife,

But Live by that, which others only Praife.

|
|

T

William Pearfon.
A
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A Pindarick QO DE,

On Dr. BL OW’s Excellency in the ART of MUSIC,

By Mr. HERBERT.

L

The Liberal Arts, .
Which flourif’d long in Greece, their Native Soil,
Tranfplanted into other Parts,
Anfwerd the Care, and Toil,
In Italy, that Emulous Land,
The Sciences did readily take Root,
Grow up, and into Branches Shoot,
Like thofe Spontaneous Plants of Thriving Nature’s hand.
The Climate fo ferene, fo delicate the Air,
Mufic improv’d to that degree,
The Banks of 7yfer wereadjudg'd the Fair,
The Pleafant Garden of {weet Harmony!
Nor prov'd the Britifh, an ungrateful Clime,
Thofe Cyons, which were brought from thence,
Two great Improvers, Induftry, and Time,
To that Perfetion rais’d, more than a Cent'ry fince,
They yielded fuch Fair, Golden, lafting Fruit,
As gain'd in Rome It Self, the beft Repute:
And there the Rich Produce do’s ftill remain,
Preferv’d Intire in the Patican.

1I.

Thus Bird,a Britife Worthy, fpread his Name,
And for his Country gain’d this early Fame;
And down from him, in Time’s fucceffive Flow,
Many a Noble Genius cow’d we fhow,
But not One Greater, None more Excellent than Blow.
In Sacred Harmony, how juft his Thoughts!
Such as may rightly claim the Roman Golden Noses!
His Gloria Patri long ago reach’d Rome,
Sung, and rever’d too in St. Peter’s Dome ;
will outlive Her Fubilees to come.
Celeftial Fymns! Not one of His can dye;
How they excite Devotion! mount it high!
Teaching the Proftrate, Humble Soul to fly,
And, with Alauda, moft Divinely Sing,
As She is foaring to the Sky,
Affited by a Seraph’s {tronger Wing.

A Canon

1L Grear

Bird's An-
them in Gol-
den Notes,
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Great Mafter of the Infirument Divine!
Defcended of Infpir'd Fubabs Line!
How many Plants of Art, fet by Ais Hand,
Have fpread, and ftill are fpreading o’er the Land!
Cedars in Libanus cow'd not thicker ftand.
One hopeful firipling foon grew very Tall,
Higher than all the reft, like goodly Sau/;
And, if the Mufe late Sorrows don’t recall,
Nor we difturb a Soul at reft,
"T'was Purcell, Purcell——Harry the Great, the Bleft /
His Labours highly of the Mufe deferve ;
And She as tenderly will ever Them Preferve.
His fam’d Ze Deam; all the World admires,
Performd in thofe Renown’d Zralian Quires!
The Mafter’s, which He knew to be Sublime,
The Scholar often wifh’d to hear,
Defiring here below, no longer time.
But Providence which granted not that Pray’r, ‘
Took Him away, and left us here to Grieve,
And doleful Sounds were hear’d on St. Cecilia’s Eve.
Thus Orpheus fell ; the Hills and Valleys Groan,
The Nymyhs lament, his Lyre Changes Tone,
Makes a moft Sad, moft grievous Moan,
When in the Troubl'd River Hebrus thrown.

Iv.

But let her Mourning Mufe dry up her Tears,
New-Tune Her Lute, or change the Strings,
And touch the New, thofe cheerful Airs
AMPHION brings.
Thofe to the Ear more Confonant, more Kind ; %

Thofe which compofe the moft diforder’d Mind ;
Thoughts ruff’d with the blackeft ftormy Wind.
The Lyriff, when he’s fetting Songs of Love,
Solo’s which fuit a Lover’s tender Care,
A thoufand Cupids hover in the Air;
And that the Charms may due Compaffion move,
They learn and Sing ’em to the abfent Fair.
When in a Numerous Song He was requird
To fing the Hero of the War,
The Noble fubject warmd his Fancy, fird;
Then how_the Confor-Trumpe: was’ Infpird !
The Strains were bold, and ftrong,
Lofty as Pindars Dithyrambic Song;
Sometimes the Notes, at the Compofer’s choice,
Soft, as Syrinna’s Flute, Sweet, as Phoneffa’s Voice !
Nothing more Nicely Eccho’s fofteft Air,
But Arabell’s Fine, Unparalleld Guitar.

BOOKS
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Without a Frame, 64.
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Sing, fing ye Mufes, 205
T

The [ullen Years are paft, 66
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2 SONG to a Minuet.
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Sappho to the Goddefs of Beauty: Addres'd to the Dutchefs of Grafton:
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A SO NG upon the Duke of Gloucefter.
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A SO NG Perforn’d before the Queen.
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