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There are choruses in “Ruth” which surprise the candid and intelligent observer, to whom
the natural bent of the composer’s genius is no secret. ~Here, indeed, we have the handler of
the goldsmith’s delicate tools wielding the hammer of Thor and bringing it down to some
purpose, revealing strength, energy, and decision for the exact measure of which few could
have been prepared. . . . There now remains only to congratulate the composer upon a
successful achievement, and upon the favour with which the work was obviously received by
a profoundly attentive audience.

THE MORNING POST.
There is beautiful music enough in “Ruth” to make the reputation of the composer had
it not already been made.

THE DAILY NEWS.

No better subject for his first essay could have been afforded than that which he has
chosen. The pretty pastoral idyl of “Ruth” was exactly what was needed for the exercise of
his graceful fancy, his vein of refined and winning melody, and his skill in delicate picturesque
orchestration.

o THE DAILY CHRONICLE.
Mr. Frederic Cowen’s Oratorio “Ruth” is in every way creditable to British musical art.
It is a worthy addition to the list of works with which we may ¢ speak with the enemies in the
gate” and ‘not be ashamed.” :

. THE GLOBE. .

There could be no doubt of the success which Mr. Cowen has in this instance achieved. -
. . . It is a work which will worthily sustain the great reputation honourably won by its
composer.

THE SUNDAY TIMES.
As regards originality, loftiness of aim and achievement, and freedom and force of
expression, it is head and shoulders above any choral work that has previously issued from
the same pen.
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THORGRIM.

CHARACTERS REPRESENTED.

Harald ... ...  (King of Norway) ... ...  Bass.

Eric . (A Jarl) ... ... Barrrong.
Helyi we e w. ..(Legitimate Son of Eric)... ... Barrronz.
Thorgrim ... ...(Illegitimate Son of Eric)... ... TExor.

Thorir . (A Jarl) .. ... Texor.

Sweyn ... (A Head-man of Eric) ... ... TENoR.

A4 Skald ... ... Trnor.

A Herald ... ... Texor or Barrrone.
Arnora ... (Wife of Eric) ... ContrALTO.
Nanna ... Mgzzo-Sorravo.
Olof Sunbeam ... {Daughter of Thorir) ... ... Soprano.

Guests, Warriors, Bondmen, de.

THE SCENE IS LAID IN NORWAY, 10ra CENTURY.

Between Acts I. and IL an interval of three years is supposed to elapse. Between Acts IIL and 1V.
an interval of three months.



ARGUMENT,

Aor I.—Harald Fair-hair, King of Norway, making a progress through his dominions,
visits Jarl Eric, in Rogaland. The festivities which celebrate his arrival are interrupted by
a quarrel between Eric’s “love-born ™ son, Thorgrim, and Helgi, his son by Arnora, his
wife. Consequent upon this, the King shows favour to Thorgrim, attracted by the youth's
bold and manly bearing. Arnora, jealous for Helgi, instigates his partisans among Eric's
people to the murder of Thorgrim ; which purpose they attempt to carry out when Thorgrim,
insulted by one of their number, Sweyn, takes the life of the offender. The King and lus
guards intervene, and, at the request of Erie, Harald accepts Thorgrim as one of his own men.

Acr I1.—The King, having summoned his principal Jarls to a counecil, receives them,
their ladies and attendants, with much ceremony. Among the guests are Eric, Arnora and
Helgi. Last to appear are Jarl Thorir and his daughter, Olof Sunbeam, the promised wife of
Helgi. Thorgrim falls in love with Olof at first sight, and in his masterful way, so ingratiates
himself with the maiden that he is permitted to conduct her to the feast. When left alones
Arnora reproaches Helgi with his supineness as a lover, and is answered in terms which show
that Helgi conceives himself to be, as against Thorgrim, the victim of a relentless and
irresistible fate. Stung by his mother’s reproaches, he, however, professes a resolve to mcef
Thorgrim where the sword shall arbitrate between them. When all the guests have again
assembled, Thorgrim, with whom action promptly follows thought, demands of Tlorir the
hand of his daughter. Thorir refuses on the ground that he has already promised it.
Thorgrim then appeals to the King, and, on Harald declining to interfere between a father
and his child, passionately declares that he will no longer serve as King’s man. He at once
departs ; but threatens to return and reckon with all who dispute his will.

Acr IIL.—Olof indulges her grief for Thorgrim (whose love she returns) in a pine forest
near her father’s hall. After she has dismissed her attendant women, Thorgrim enters.
The interview of the lovers is seen by a follower of Helgi, who hastens to inform his master.
Meanwhile, Thorgrim acquaints Olof with his design to gather warriors and ships, and
proceed to the West Isles as a Viking. He obtains her promise to obey whenever he shall
summon her to his side. Their interview is finally interrupted by the appearance of Arnora
and Helgi. Helgi rushes at his rival sword in hand, but, seized with sudden fear, halts,
swerves, and leans trembling upon his weapon.

Act IV.—It is Yule-tide, and the marriage of Helgi and Olof is about to take place.
The guests have assembled in Thorir’s Fire-hall, and the ceremony is on the point of beginning,
when Thorgrim suddenly enters. e challenges Helgi to decide their quarrel by single
combat—an issue which the bridegroom evades. Next, he once more demands Olof of her
father, and calls upon her to leave Helgi and stand at his side. She obeys. Eric intercedes
for the lovers, but Thorir holds a promise sacred and once more refuses. At a signal from
Thorgrim, his men, who have entered unobserved amidst the excitement, extinguish the lights
in the hall. Favoured by darkness and confusion, Thorgrim and Olof escape, and are
presently seen on board a ship which makes her way out to sea. Helgi and the warriors
present would pursue with Thorir’s ships, but the doors of the hall are held in foree by
Thorgrim’s men. The curtain descends as the receding voices of the lovers are heard in a
strain from the love-music of the third Act.

The story of the Opera is founded upon an episode in the ancient Icelandic tale, < Viglund the Fuir.”
Vide Messrs. Magnusson and Moryis’s ¢« Thiree Northern Love-Stories and other Tales.”
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Across

ACT 1.

On the shore of a Fjord in Rogaland. On the left, the gable of Jarl Eric's Fire-hall ; on the right, a bower-lhousc.

THORGRIM.

OPERA IN FOUR ACTS.

The whole picture is flooded with the light of a summer noon.

IntrODUOTION AND CHORUs.—* FROM HIS NEST IN THE NORTH.”

Recrratve.—¢ HAIL TO THEE.”

the Fjord a range of mountains.

AND DancE orF WARRIORS.

Moderato sostenuto.
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(The King reaches the shore in & small boat, which, when the rowers have landed, is lifted and carried
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No. 2. Tne SxaLp’s Sove.—* BATHED IN BLOOD OUR NORSELAND LAY.”
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Tue Kive's Sove.—¢THE VIKING’S SHIP SAILS O’ER THE MAIN.”

No. 3.

(Presents are exchanged, the King receiving o harp adorned with flowers.)
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Frvare.— ERIC, ARNORA, LOYAL AND WORTHY.”

(The King, Eric, Arnora, and the principal personages take their seats at table on which wine is served. Thorgrim and
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Allegro moderato.
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ACT II.

A Hall in King Harald’s house, adorned for a feast.
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Molto sostenuto.
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ACT

Autumn, A glade in & pine Forest near Jarl Thorir’s house.

ITL

As the Act proceeids, a gorgeous sunset floods the scene wili

changeful light.
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END OF THE OPERA.








