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District of Massachusetts, to wit r

District Clerk's Office.

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the twenty-sixth day of August, A. D. 1819, in

the fortv-fourth year of the independence of the Unitsd States of AivrERiGA,

Jonathan M. JVainivright, of the said District, has deposited in this office the Title

ofa Book, the Kight whereofhe claims as proprietor in the words following, to -wit
4

.-

A set of Chants adapted to the Hymns in the Morning and Evening Prayer, cnu
to the Communion Service of the Protestant Episcopal church in t/ie United States of
America,

In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States, entitled '« An
Act for the Encouragement of Learning, by securing the opies of naps, Charts
and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such i opies, during the Times there-

in mentioned :" and also to an Act entitled, " An Act supplementary to an Act,

entitled, An Act for the Encouragement of Learning, by securing the Copies of

Maps, Charts and Books to the Authors and Proprietors of such Copies during the

times therein mentioned; and extending the Benefits thereof to the Arts of De-

signing, Engraving and Etching Historical, and other Prints."

J NO. VV. DAVIS,

Ckrk of the District of Massachusetts.



SUb

IT is the object of this small work to furnish the choirs and

congregations of Episcopal churches with a compendious system of

Chant. Its form is such that it can be easily used in public worship

;

and it is hoped, that the arrangement will be found intelligible to all,

who may wish to offer up their praises, in the impressive and exalt-

ing manner, of which this species of singing is capable.

In some respects the system contained in this Book will be found to

differ from that which has been in most general use. But it is hoped

that this difference is an improvement. The mode of chanting, as it is

for the most part practised in our churches, occasions the frequent sac-

rifice of rhetorical propriety. Now as chanting, properly'understood,

is reading to a tune, it must be obvious that the words should be adapted

io the music, in such a manner ssto give them, when sung, the accent

and emphasis of a good reader iR pronouncing them. To produce this

effect, great attention has been paid to dividing the words, and placing

them under the notes to which they respectively belong, it will not

however be found that the arrangement which, rhetorically, would

be most correct, has been uniformly followed ; because the music has its

claims, and these cannot be altogether sacrificed for the sense. A

compromise has, therefore, been made between the rhetorical and mu-

sical accent ; and in such a manner, it is hoped, as neither the one

aor the other, is ever materially injured. (4rea(sr stress i= Bonn



IV. PREFACE.

laid upon a monosyllable, cr on some part of a longer word, than would

be proper in good reading ; and sometimes more syllables are placed

on a single note, than would be desirable, were the cadence of the tune

alone 'consulted. But such cases are not of frequent occurrence, and

perhaps in no instance will either the tune or sense be much affected in

the performance.

With respect to the music, the Compiler can speak with greater

confidence, than with regard to the arrangement of the words, because,

in this part of the work, he has been able to avail himself of the impor-

tant assistaoce of Dr. G. K. Jackson, whose profound knowledge of the

science of harmony, and long acquaintance with Cathedral music, render

him every way competent to the task. Dr. Jackson has not only cor-

rected the harmony of the chanting tunes, which have been selected

from the most approved ancient masters, but be has furnished the

work with several of his own valuable compositions. These will be

known by his name affixed to them.

It is hoped that what has been done, will meet the approbation of

those acquainted with the principles of chanting ; and that it will be in

some degree instrumental in producing an universal adoption, and a

correct performance, of that species of music, which, as it is the most

ancient of any practised in the Christian Church, so is it the best calcu-

lated to give expression, accurate, forcible, and feeling, to the language

of devotion.

J. M. W.



GENERAL DIRECTIONS FOR v.

(OBIJlXnHIXfOe

AS Chanting is but another name for reading" to a tune, it is obvi-

ous that the performer should endeavour to give a distinct and forcible

utterance to his words. Indeed it is this which principally requires his

attention ; for the chants are generally in such a simple style of music,

that the tune is easily learned by the singer. But the power of deliver-

ing the words with proper accent, emphasis, and intonation, is not easily

acquired
;
yet every one, in order to chant well, must acquire it. Let

the chanter then possess himself fully of the meaning of the words he ut-

ters, and deliver them with a strict regard to all the requisites of good

reading. He should be careful to mark the proper accent of each word,

and the emphatical part of each sentence He should avoid, on the one

hand, hurrying over the recitative, and on the other, drawling out the

cadence. In short his singing should approach, as nearly as possible

to good reading.

Where there is a large choir of singers, the following will be found the

best method of making them skilful and correct chanteis. Let the

chorister and one or two of the best singers, on each part, practise by

themselves till they have learned the chant, and can sing it with acuracy,

as to time and pronounciation. Let them then, perform it a number o(

times in the hearing of the other singers, before they are allowed to

join. By this method, the choir will soon become animated by one spirit,

and will sing in the same time, and with the same accent and emphasis

As a general direction with regard to the time of performing a chant, il

may be said that a psalm should occupy, in chanting, very little more

time than a good reader would take to pronounce it. Chanting, how-

ever, is more readily and more acurately learned, by example than by

rule. Much therefore must be left to the taste and judgment of the choris-

ter and organist. Let thein study thoroughly the sentiments they are to

express. The one should by a solemn, distinct, and forcible utterance of

the words, and the other by a simple and dignified accompaniment, lead

the congregation and choir, to chant forth with one heart and voice L
1

.',

cc mo-t worthy praise of Almighty God, 1 '
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1. O sing unto the

2- With his own right hand and with his

3. The Lord declared

4. He hath remembered his mercy and

truth toward the ....
5. Show yourselves joyful unto the Lord
8. Praise the Lord up-

7. With trumpets
0. Let the sea make a noise and all that

0. Let the floods clap their hands and

let the hills be joyful together, be

10. With righteousness shall he
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12. As it was in the beginning,

1
Lord a .

ho- . -

6

. new song;

arm,

his . . . sal- vation
j

house . . of Israel

:

all . .

on . . .

also . .

there- .

• ye

the

and

in

lands

;

harp
;

shawms

fore . . . the Lord,

judge .

to . . .

. the

the

world.

Father.
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2. To tell of thy loving kindness [
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4. For thou Lord hast made me . glad through . thy works :

5. Glory be . • to . . . \ the Father,

6. As it was in the beginning • is . , , now,
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2. That thy way may be
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4. O let the nations re- . .

5. Let the people
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KYRTE ELEISON. Response to the Decalogue

Alto.
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Response to the tenth Commandment.

Lord, have mer . cy up . . on us, and
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GLORIA, after naming the Gospel No. 1, Dr. G. JK J

Glo - ry be - to thee, O
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Lord.

Trefc/e. Air.

(iio - ry be - to thee, O Lord.

Orgono.
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Dr. G. K. J.

cline our hearts to keep this law.
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or after the proper preface.

RecitaHve. ideo cum angelis.
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Gloria, after the Priest names the Holy Gospel, No. 2, —45

Trisagion, ---------- 46—47

Gloria in excelsis, -------- 48—49

N. B. In all the foregoing music, the Air or Treble must uniformly be

sung by Female voices or by Boys. The black dots in the Treble and Bass

parts, arc for the use of those organists who do not understand the figured

Bass, and are not to be regarded by the vocal performer.
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