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Usciva homai del molle e fresco grembo
Tarquato Tasso, Gerusalemme Liberata Canto XIV ottava I Giaches de Wert (1535-1596)

L'Ottavo Libro de Madrigali à 5 (Venice, 1586)
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Usciva omai del molle e fresco grembo

Della gran madre sua la notte oscura,

Aure lievi portando e largo nembo

Di sua rugiada preziosa e pura,

E scotendo del vel l'humido lembo,

Ne spargeva i fioretti e la verdura,

E i venticelli dibattendo l'ali,

Lusingavano il sonno de mortali.

Now from the fresh, the soft and tender bed

Of her still mother, gentle night out flew,

The fleeting balm on hills and dales she shed,

With honey drops of pure and precious dew,

And on the verdure of green forests spread

The virgin primrose and the violet blue,

And sweet-breathed Zephyr on his spreading wings,

Sleep, ease, repose, rest, peace and quiet brings.

Edward Fairfax translation (1600)
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