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DRAMATIC SCENE
A SONG OF ANCIENT ROME (suggested by Macaulay's * Virginia')
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ARGUMENT.

Tik bitter hatred which had long existed between the two hereditary castes of the Roman people
reached a climax during the government of the Council of Ten, of whom X pius Claudius was the chief.
Cruelty upon cruelty had deepened, if possible, the hatred of this odious a.(‘)ministra,tion, and the people
were driven to the verge of desperation, when Appius Claudius tried by force to obtain possession of
Virginia, a beautiful maiden of humble birth. This act was the signal for an irresistible outbreak of fury,
which resulted in the downfall of the Ten. *

]Tthe Sf(g‘rlowing lines are intended to describe the popular feeling at Rome directly previous to the
revolt.—S.G.
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