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PREFACE.
CC T^HE SONG OF PRAISE is an a& of devotion, fo becoming,

X delightful, and excellent, that we find it coeval with the

fenfe of Deity, authorifed by the example of all nations, and univer-

fally received into the folemnities of public worihip. Under the Jewijb

difpenfation, the Holy Spirit of God directed to this expreffion of ho-

mage, as peculiarly becoming the place -where his honour dwelleth. The
book ofPfalms, as the name itfelf imports, was adapted to the voice

of fong. And the author of thofe invaluable odes well knew the

fweetnefs, dignity, and animation that were hereby added to the fa-

cred fervice of the temple. With what rapture do they defcribe its

effects ; with what fervour do they call upon their fellow-worShippers

to join in this delightful duty—It is a good thing to give thanks unto

the Lord, and to fing praifes unto thy name, C thou Mofl High. Praife

ye the Lord; for it is good to fing praifes unto oicr God, for it is plea-

fant, and praife is comely. fuig unto the Lord a new fong ; fing unto

the Lord all the earth: fing unto the Lord ; blefs. his name; fiew forth

bis falvation from day to day. Nor hath Chrifianity difpenfed with re-

ligious fong as an unmeaning ceremony, or an unprovable Sac i\

It commands us to addrefs the Father in fpirit and in truth ; but it,

:-everthelefs
/
enjoins thofe outward acknowledgements that fitly ex-

• refs and cheriih the pious temper. Our bleffed Lord vvas pleafed to

confecrate this act of worihip by his own example, under cirfcim

ces the mod afFeeVing. He concluded the celebration of that fupper,

which was t'.'ie memorial of his dying love, by-an hymn of praife. And
liis apoftles frequently exhort to the obfervance of this*- duty. I .

word of Go i d vi . . )ly i?i all wifdom : teaching and admonijhing

one another in pjalms, and hymns, and fpiritual fongs ; finging with
grace in your heart* unto the Lsrd.

DrviNE Song is undoubtedly the language of nature. It originates

from our frame and constitution. Do lofty contemplation, elevated
joy, and fervour of affection, give beauty and dignity to language, and

ctate with the charms of poetry, by a kindred law which the

Creator hath eftabluhed, they pleadingly unite with ftrains of (weel

folemn harmony. And there are two principal views in v I

will appear to render eminent fervice to the Sacrifice of praife :

—

In the ift place, it fuitably expresses the fentiments of Devotion,
and the Sublime delight which religion is fitted to infpire. Joy is the

natural effeft of praife, and song the proper accompaniment of joy.

Is any merry, or glad, let bfalms. And finging i> nut only
a general indication of delight, but expreffive alfo of the prevailing

fentiments aad paflions of the mind. It can accommodate itfelf to

.the various modifications of love and joy, the elfence of a devotional
temper. It hath lofty Strains for the fablimity of admiration, plaintive

accents which becomes the tear of penitence and Sorrow ; it can adopt
;he humble plea cf Supplication, or fweli in the bolder notes of thankS
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giving and triumph. Yet it hath been properly remarked, that the •

influence of foiig reaches only to the amiable and pieaftfig affections,

and that it hath no expreiuon for malignant and tormenting paflions.

The forrow therefore to which it is attuned, mould be mingled with
hope; the penitence which it expreffes, cheered with the fenfe of par-

don ; and the mournful fcencs on which it fometimes dwells, irradi-

ated with the glorious views and confolations of the gofpel.

In the 2 ' place, mufic not only decently exprenes, but powerfully
excites and improves the devout affections. It is the prerogative of

this noble art to cheer and invigorate the mind, to ftill the tumultuous
patiions, to calm the troubled thoughts, and to fix the wandering at-

tention. And hereby (lie happily composes and prepares the heart for

the exerciies of public worihip. But fhe further boafts a wondrous
eiScacy in leading to that peculiar temper which becomes the fubjecJ

of praife, and is favourable to religioirs impreuion. She can ftrike the

mind with folemnity and awe, or melt with tendernefs and love; can
animate with hope and.gladnefs, or call forth the fejifations of devout
and affectionate forrow. Even feparate and unconnected, fhe can in-

fluence the various pafnons and movements of the foul. But fhe na-

turally feeks an alliance, and muft be joined with becoming fenti-

xnents and language in .order to produce her full and proper effect.

And never is, her energy fc conspicuous and delightful, as when confe-

crated to the., fervice of. religion,, and employed in the courts of the

living Goii. Here fhe displays her noble ft ufe and her brighteft glory.

Here alone fie meets with themes that fill the capacity of an immortal
mind, and claim its nobleft powers and affections.-* What voice of

fo honourable* fo elevating and delightful? To whom fhall the

breath afceadin melodious accents, if not to Him who firfl infpired

r- Where (hail admiration take her loftieft flight, but to the throne

< f the everlasting Jehovah? Or what ihall awake our glory, and kindie

ourwarmedl gatitucie, if not the remembrance of his daily mercies,

?nd the paife.s of redeeming love? When the union of the heart and
\ oice is thus happily arranged;, when iublime fubjeCts gt praife are ac-

companied with expreffive harmony, and the pie a fu res of genuine de->

x'otion heightened by the charms of tinging, , we participate of the'..

Mill pure, rational, noble, and exquifite enjoyments that -human na-

ture is capable of receiving. Tne foul forgets, her confinement with

the bod', is elevated beyoad the cares and tumults of, this,.-mortal

,

:

Hate, and feems for a while tranfported to the blifsful regions of per-

fect love and jay. And it is worthy of remark, that the faered writ- .

logs delight to reprefent the heavenly felicity under this image. And.

though fdc\i Janguage be allowed to be figurative ; though eye bath not

f'C7>* nor ear beard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man to con-

ceive the things that God hath prepared for them that love him ; yet our

moll natural, oar cuoft jujft conceptions of the happinefs of the heavenly

world, is that which we have been defcribing, viz. fublime devotion,

accompanied with rapturous delight.

Rut je;k:es the more immediate propriety and ufe of Divine Song

in the ordinances of religion, its indirect, advantages have a claim to.

our regard, ll -is not only in it (elf delightful and profitable, but it

r;ives a delation to the other parts of public worfhip. It relieve-, the

attention, -ecraits-thg exhau ftep fpirit$, and begets a happy conv
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tranquillity. It is peculiarly agreeable as a fbcial act, and that

:n which every perfon maybe employed. Nor is it the leafr, of it;

benefits, that it allbciates pleaiing ideas with divine worfuip, and
makes us glad -when ive go into the houfe of the Lord. It is alfo a bond
of union in religious focieties, promotes the regular attendance ef their

members, and feldom fails of adding to their numbers. The earlv

Chrittians found their account in a remarkable attachment to pfal-

mody, and almoft every rifing feci have availed themfelves of its im-
portant delight? and advantages. It muft be confetTed, that where plea-

fure is the fole attraction, the motive is of an inferior nature. But is

it not a commendable policy to promote regular attendance upon pla-

ces of worfhip, by any means that are not reprehenfible ? Will not the

molt beneficial confequences probably enfue? Is there not every reafon
to expect that perfons who frequent the houfe of God with this' view
alone, will not be unmtereiled in the ether fe vices of religion.—That
they who come to fing may learn to pray, that they whole only wifti

was to be entertained may find themfelves inltrufted and improved.
Such is the happy tendency of well-regulated fong in the houfe of

God. But alas ! how feldoai h this part of che fervice accompanied
i its prop 3r effect. It was the remark of an eminent writer, too

applicable to the prefent time, that " the worfiipin whh i mo rr
refers c rft perfornie I Up o n earth

?
''

His pious labours have greatly enriched the matter of long, and here-
by contributed tc remove one caufe of this ccmpiaint

7 but in the

ner there ftill remains a miserable defect. Too often does a difgraceful
filence prevail to the utter neglect of this duty. Too often are dhTohance
and difcord fabftituted for the charms of melody and harmony

; and
the fingtng performed in a way fo carelefsly and indecently, that as
the fame writer obferves, ii

rnftead of elevating fur devotions to the
divine and delightful fenfations, it awakens our regret^ and touches

all the fpring: of unejftnefs within us*'

Bat is this owing to caufes that cannot be removed, or doth it not
• reproach and blame? Will not truth oblige us to confefs, that

the fault relts not in the want of natural tafte and abilities, nor of fuf-
ficient leifure, but in grofs careleiTnefs and neglect? Moderate atten-
tion and application would furmount every difficulty, and lead to a
fuitable proficiency in this happy art. An exercife fo pleaiing and at-
tractive, feems only to want regulation and method/'

Hdrrifon.

A 2
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